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another culture. The artist de-
seribes them a8 “my own quirky
geometry.” He studied art of Ital.
ian and other cultures, and his in.
fluences include the contempo.
rary painter Stuart Davis,
“(There's a) juxtaposition of
potterns and colors all working
together,” he said, “The prlmnry
colors moke il, very Amcnm.m.
There's a

Fiber art has a special “visual
dimension” for Nicholson,

“You can be more detailed than
paintings, you get all these little
threads,”

Like Cranbrook, the architec-
ture and grounds are special at
Monticello, Working with such
materials as wool, rayon and silk
and cotton brocade, Nicholson
forms  duelig} images from

tion of the works to each other.
One of the tiles would fit into a
large square shape featured inside
a plate.

Donoghue’s process is much
like that of printing, he said, Like
 printer, he works with one layer
of color at a time, building up the
layers to create the design.

“I've always lmugmed working
with papicr-mache.”

The surfaces of the picees look
as if they could be made up of
strips of papier-mnche or even
cloth, with small, colored lines
seeming to hold the strips in
place as if they were sewing or
staples, N
Fiber artist

Actual thread and fabrie are
put to esthetic use in Nicholson's
tapestrics. Nicholson earned her
master of fine arts degree from
Cranbrook in 1982,

“I started weaving almost im-
mediately in art school,” she snid.

“I like the process, I love cloth.
1 like making cloth, making the
pattern. For me it lends itself to
drawing as embrofdery would.”

Monticello that are s fresh as
their originols,

They are placed in the muscum
in a way that bulances with the
outside. For example, the autumn
leaves seen through a window and
some of the colors in a tapestry on
a nearby wall pick up each other.
The bushes and grass in another
window seem to be continued in
the lush fiber renderings in the
room.

Among the detoils featured in
the fiber works are a screen ond
winged insccts in a potting room,
and shading on leaves of vegeta-
Dles. One piece shows flnts of
seeds, another suspended flowers
buing dried. Long, horizontal
works show a garden and orchard,
with houses and trees nearby.
The many different types of pro-
duce ot Manticello are represent-
ed in o serfes of squures. euch

STHIIEN CANTIELL/STAFF IPHOTOGRAPHER

Garden sampler: In this fiber work at the Cranbrook Academy of Art Museum, Laura Foster Nicholson presents
examples of what is raised in the gardens at Monticello.

seats or backs, The legs of each
chnir resemble what would be
growing from the featured plant,

“Cranbrook was a huge influ.
etice on me, a huge influence. The
whole philosophy of the place, the
architecture and ... gardens
too,”

Qenlnt

squure
or fruit.

Another part of Nicholson's
work consists of smoll chairs with
fiber renderings of peas, an arti-
choke or a garlic plant on their

Leax, who carned his master of
fine arts degree from Cranbrook
in 1980, presents an installution
called “Elements, Compounds
and Complexes.”

The display includes eieplad-
ders and stacks of tables, and
brings to mind the comment,
“Things change.” Throughout is
the sense of things moving from
the crude to the refined — coarse
material te fine, One stack fen.
tures conl on the bottom and ferns
on the top, with a table bearing
dirt and another bearing grass in
between, One lwdder bears food.
stuffs that are turning waxy and
greasy, Another ladder bears what
looks like paraffin. Light bulbs
hent rack salt on another arrange-

Franklin Village set for jolly Holly Day Saturday

Holly Day, a traditional ce
bration of the winter season, will
take place in historic Franklin
Village Saturdey, Dec. 4.

From 9:30 am. to 9 pm.
carolers will be singing, Sunta will
be visiting, and chestnuts will be
roasting on an open fire,

~ Most of the activitivs will take
place around Franklin Village's
Historic Distriet _antd shopping
urea on or near Franklin Road,
south of 14 Mile and west of Tele-
graph, Holly Day ix an' onnual
event sponsored hy the Holly Day
Committee and with the support

Historical group decks halls for

‘The Oakland County Histoerical
Society will have its Victorian
Christmas Open House Sunday,
Dee. 5, st Pine Grove, 405 Onk-
1nnd Ave. in Pontiac.

For the holiday season, the mu-
soums and grounds will be decked
aut like a Currier and Ives print,
‘The event, which represents the

suciety’s 25th annual observance
of an ald-fushioned Yule, will be
open to the public noon to 4 pan.
tions are $3 for adults nnd
$2 for children 12 snd under,
Tickets may be bought at the
door. Pine Grove is onc-half mile
north of Wide Track Drive. For
more information, call 338-6732,

of must area merchants and com-
munity groups. For mere informa-
tion, call 855-1576,

hlights of Holly Day will in-
clude special eraft demonstra.
tions, exhibits or offers from most
Franklin merchants (s well os

open house

Visitors may stroll through the
mansion lcarning of its history
and the life of Moses Wisner, who
served as governor of Mlclm,nn
just prior to the Civil War,

Live holidoy musie will be fea-
tured in the parlor. Youngsters
may attend a Christmas pageant.

free refreshments), Santa's visit, o
hame tour, carringe rides through
the historic district, a boke sale, a
villngewide holiday lighting con-
test and the lighting of the tree on
the grounds of the Franklin Li-
brary.

Exhibits include a rare collee-
tion of fine gemstones at Yanke
Designs Jewelers, a peyote bird
collection and jewelry trunk show
at Mesa Arts and hondmade, in-
ternational Santas at the Frank.
tin Antique Gallery,

The Salvation Army band wil
provide some of the day's enter-
inment, and that i
group is also the beneficiary of the
Holly Doy “Light Up a Life"
swenter drive ond proceeds fram

the bioke sale,

ment, slowly cuusing change as
the exhibit continucs,

Hours are 1-6 p.m. Wednesday-
Sunday. The museum will be
closed Dec, 24-25 and 30-31, Ad-
mission is $3 for adults, $2 for

seniors and full-time students,
free to children under age 7 and
museum members. Guided tours
offered to groups of 10 or more.
Call 645-3323 for information or
to book ¢ tour.

Join us for

Holiday Open House 12/4/93 & 12/5/93
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