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Employees play Santa’s helpers

By Lori Jones
Speclal Writer
he holiday advertisements tug at
I our heartstrings featuring happy,
multi-gencrational families, warm
homes and hearths, big feasts and a twin.
kling tree with piles of gifts underncath,
The reality is, unfortunately, that for
many people, the holidays don't look like
this at all. Due to poverty or circum-
stance, the holiday season could just be
anothier group of days, made tougher and
lonclier beeause there are no families,

make this holiday a little more comfoni-
able for children, famidics and scniors in
need throughout Michigan.

At FTD Florists, headquartered in
Southficld, Sandi Dudek organizes and
coordinates Operation Good Cheer, a pro-
gram sponsored by Child and Family
Services of Michigan, Ine. Like many
children this time of year, children in fos.
ter care have wishes too. The voluntcers
who participate in Operation Good Cheer
play Santa's helpers and make those
wishes come true,

Operation Good Cheer is @ program sponsored by Child and
Family Services of Michigan Inc. These FTD Florists employees

review wisht lists and prepare gifts.

friends or funds — even for a small holi-
day dinaer.,

However, some special employees at
local carporations have done their part to

Dudek, a
company accouns
tant, brought the
cniployce-driven
program to her
co-workers at
FIDin 1991 on
shont notice when
a friend of hers
whu works with
Child and Family
Services needed
some last-minute
Santas, About a
week and a half
hefore the gifts
needed (o be
shipped out,
Dudek volunteered to take 1wo wish lists
and see if she could get those wishes ful-
filled. There was no time to advertise the
progeam in i company bulletia but
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through word of mouth alone, employces
stepped forward and fulfilled not only the
two lists, but 31 more that year,

Lisa Evans, an accountant and meme
ber of the Employce Activities Committee,
says that the reason she thinks employees
participate is that *No matter what your
circumstances, there’s always someone less
fortunate out there.” Onc of her kids, a
teenage girl, has asked for a sweater,

hirt and some § | care items.

Dudek says that many of the children
ask for basic necessities that other kids
take for granted. There are requests for
sheets and towels that Evans says, “really

get you right ot the heart.”

Of course, there are the typical
requests for bikes and toys - the fun
things that should be under a Christmas
tree when you’re a child, The Santas of
Opcration Good Cheer have made this
happen too.

Dudck says, “The response here is
really amazing, Within two days of the
program start, half of the 50 wish lists
were gone.” She requested more and with
two weeks left to go in the program, 62
children are assured of gifts on Christmas
through the good cheer of FTD employ-
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FANTASY!

... the fantasy of flight!

Gift certificates for
champagne balloon flights.
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Foldahle Exprgl. Seating l’mj .
aining or Gitt Giving

Folding chairs ot solid oak or taple will make the perfect extra seu
for this haliday dinner. When the pany®s over, fold them away.
White scrubbed oak. cine tack. upholstered seat S99,
Golden vak, cane haek, upholbsiered seat S99,

Churry finish, trwditionst back, upholstered seat SS9,
Lawquened white, Ludder back, maple seat S69.

Folding tables alvo available to coordinate with alt ehairs,

May be shipped UPS as great gifts, Call in Your order or visit us at
828 Naorth Main Street, Downtown Rochester (313) 632-1080
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