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POINTS OF VIEW -

Let’s recognize and support all school achievers

would like to congratulate the
Farmington Observer far ihu great
ge given to the F
Harrison High School state champion
football team.

As a spectator at the championship
game on Nov. 26, I found the game to
be very exciting, nnd T fully support
and appreciate all of the hard work
cach team member has put into this
season,

They deserve to be recognized.

But at the same time, | begin towon-
der why thc Obsorvur nnly chose to give

tion for the same kind of title? I guess [
wasn't really aurprised when I called

GUEST COLUMNIST

Upon their return from camp, they
six days per week, a minimum

the cditor to ask this very jon and
was told that at least it was covered,
the Detroit News or Free Preas didn't
cover the band at all because they only
cover aports, and that’s just the way it
is.

How true.

Well, mnybc it’s time to change that.
Maybe it's time for our parents, our
schools, our communlty and our media
to hava a change in attitude. I think an
obvious place to start is with the local
in an effort to initiate ac-

such i
a state champion foutlmll team?

Why is it that when the Harrison
High School marching band won the
state championship at the Pontiac
Silverdome on Saturday, Nov. 6, for the
third year in a row, the story didn’t ap-
pear in the Observer until two weeks
later on page 3?

Don't these dedicated, hord-working
kids descrve the same kind of recogni-

Access 1s

Like many Michiganians, Dale
Snyder thinks he was given improper
medical treatment and plans to sue for
malpractice, That is hardly
newsworthy,

Snyder neceds copies of his medical
records. At this point, he becomes dif-
ferent. As on inmate of the Charles
Egeler Facility, a state prison on Coo-
per Street in Jackson, the former Kala-
mazoo County resident must request
his records under the state Freedom of
Information Act (FOIA).

Senate Bill 638 would prohibit pris-
on inmates of any right to use FOIA. It
is sponsored by Sen. Philip Hoffman,
R-Jackson, and supported by Gov.
John Engler,

The argument is that inmates bom-
bard the prisons with absurd FOIA ro-
quests, Let's check the math: 54,000
requests from 40,000 prisoners, or 1.3
per person per year. Big deal,

Well, why do prisoners make FOIA
requests?

James Hayton, who was sentenced
for murder from Livingston County,

ceptance.
‘The community paper has the power,
the mﬂuenco, and I beliove, the re-
ibility to and p
those young people who have talents
and abilities outsido of the athletic are-

na.

So what's the big deal about march-
ing band? Most people are at least fa-
miliar with the intense training that

crucial to

soon will be FOIAing Michigan State

L

TINA MARINUCC]

takes place during a football season.
But I'm sure very few people are aware
(except band parents, of courae), of
what marching band entails.

The members of the HHS marching
band begin their season with an in-
tense week at band camp every August.

of two-three hours each dny. forthe
reat of the season,

Besides playing at the football
games, the band participates in several
competitions, traveling to such places
as Flint, Durand, and Toledo.

Not only do they have to memorize
and play the music, but also have to
learn and synchronize the marching
drill. I can only compare this to patting
your head and rubbing your stomach at
the same time, It's not casy.

The color guard then has to be chore-
ographed in such o way as to enhance
the performance. There are more than
100 kids on the field performing at the
game time, Changes are constantly
being made to try to improve the over-
all performance.

T could go on, but I think the point is
obvious. A lot of hard work and long,

ing hours gointo b ing o first-
rate, competitive marching band.

Not everyone's cup nf tea? Mnybo
not, but neither are athletic competi-
tions. I guess that’s the beauty of i lt:
allowing all of our students the chance
to excel at what they enjoy doing, then
recognizing that excellence equally,
whenever the opportunity erises. Qur
high schools have a lot of talented,
dedicated kids with a variety of inter-
ests and accomplishments,

Let’s recognize and support them all,
rather than just a select few. ARer all,
these kids are our future,

So, HHS State Champs football
team — Congratulations and keep up
the good work. To the HHS State
Champ marching band — Congratula-
tions, and to quote my 6- year-old,
“You're the best marching band in the

whole world.”

Tina Marinucci, a Farmington Hills +
hamemakcr and part-time registered-.
nurse, is the mother of a Harrison Hi rgh
band member.

state prisoners, taxpayers

Police at Brighton for fingerprints
found at the scene of the crime —
Hamburg Pharmacy — on the cash
register and counter top. At the time of
his conviction 26 years ago, the finger-
prints wero unidentified.

“It moant the person wasn't in the
system,” he said. Hayton has a hunch
that the person who left the finger.
prints “may ba on file now if ho's been
busted for something else."

You might respond, “Oh, they all say
they're innocent.” Actually, Hayton
was the only Egeler inmate of eight I
interviewed who made such a claim.
But contrary to the Engler and Hoff+
men lino, Hayton has a reasonable
FOIA request,

David Hoffman, a Monroe resident
until 17 years ago, said, “To prepara
myself for my appearance to the Parole
Board, I requested copies of my insti-
tutional file, medical records and PSI
(presentence investigation).”

Almost all the interviewees had
made FOIA requests for their institu.

tional files, which contain records of
their (mis)conduct within prison walls.
Alfredo Robinson, ence of Wayne
County, had a different reason for
FOIAing his file. Other inmates some-
times file papers called SPONS — for
special prisoner offender notu:ea - mr

false. They create i y

health pra Blue Cross has

he said.

Larry Verse, who has done 18 years
for armed robbery, FOIAed his central
office file from Lansing and found it
differed from his inatitutional file. The
former contained information on
charges of which he had been cleared.
Verse, eligible for parole in 1996, said,
“At my request, they did remove (the
inaccurata charges).”

Whether those reports were trite or
false is not for the press or readers to
judge. Hearing officers, parole boards
and judges do that job, But unless an
inmate can FOIA his records, how can
officials get to the truth?

Many request their medical records.
Saunders May, formerly of Wayne
County, wanted to eee if he was getting
the wrong medication. Alfredo Robin-
son ds that medical officials

order to mess up 'a ch o
being transferred to another facility.
Robinson said SPONS reports in his
file were submitted by someonc he

didn’t even know. *All of "em were

“pad their costs” by listing medica-
tions that weren't actually adminis-
tered. There's only one way to check it
out — FOIA. Considering how many

put out of business for phony reports,
the inmates’ auspicion has more logic
then paranoia.

“Prisoners with diabetes will test
positive for aleohol, Some hearing offi-
cers will realize that and allow prison-
eors to present their evidence,” said
Sandra Girard as we left together
through Egeler’s three gates.

Girard, an attorney, runs Prison Le- |
gal Services. She won a big, big FOIA
case in the Michigan Supreme Court | -
last summer. SB 639 would undo sev=
eral years of her work,

If inmates couldn't file FOIA re- © &
quests, Girard went on, they would ™=
have to file lawsuits and use the “dis- *
covery" process, “That would mean
mx':;c litigation and higher costs,” she
sod.

Tim Richard reports on the local im- .
plications of state and regional events. -
His office number is (313) 349-1700,

Quality suffers in debate

We Want To Turn Your Dog
Into A

Ham

in Legislat hool
ast July the Michigan Legislature
L abruptly acrapped property taxes as the
basis for school funding, Then Gov. John

Engler imposed a Dec. 31 deadline to come up
with a new system for schoot finance and quali-
ty.

B ichigan had dithered without re-
sult for 20 years about the best way to finance
kindergarten through 12th grade public schools,
the idea was to construct a crisis to force the
governor, the Legislature and the various inter-

est groups into definitive action. 35 mm camera. you'll not only

1 was worried back then that the tactical de- getafree °
vice of framing the matter as a tax issue would
skew the substance of the debate toward 35 mm camera,
finance and away from educational quality. the MEA wants to sct standards bu.t has no

Now it's anly three wecks until the deadline, idea what to do with schools that fail to reach you'll likely get
and I'm not worried; I'm scared, Scared that the them.
bc:t olppnrltlu;;!iy in a generation to fix our And *no one scoms. tu make the connection aham.
schools wil ost. nat . .

It turns out I'm not alone. A report prepared ne and organi He'll gladly show off the Ask a participating Pro

for Gov. Engler by the respected Education

ion of the States ludes state lead-
crs entered the debate on schools with “major,
glaring gaps” in strategy and were confused

utlonnl changes Ilko decenlmhmhun, m:w
kinds of
ete.”

In other words, our leaders started a land.

about even basic education issues. mark debate on a very difficult topic — reform- Pro Plan's good only while
“There is not a lot of consistency or coherence ing a school system out of step with today's eco- .
across the various recommendations for nomic realitics — without doing their basic unsurpassed supplies last.
change,” the report d iticizing lack of k in figuring out what they wanted to N
broad sgreement about what our education sys- achieve. nutrition, Mis
tem is supposed to achieve and absence of a .
political strategy for reform. So what now? The governor n'nd the Legisla Justrous coat and
ture should do two main thinge:
William Sederberg, & former GOP state sena- . 5
tor now with Public Sector Consultants in First, get the financing nrgum:!nt settled once bright eyes help to /
Lansing, echoes the thought: “Everybody has and for all. If that requires a public vote on tax-
their prsmosuls out thum,xhut there's no ¢s, fine. But at least our schools won't go out of show that he's the picture
coherent undurlying agreement on where to go business for lack of money. of health.

as a state.”

Kim Brenmm Root, spckeawnmnn for thc
*“What's been missingisa fundnmcnl.ul look at
what we want our schools to be like.”

sion's advice to create a “curriculum congress" BIG ACRE S$TORE T o YO HAVN TABRTSUIVATON  PIT PROVIBONS rocKise nmm. we.
Tha report makes depressing reading. “There whero the governor, legislators, educatora and JuoN Gmatve 2016 Fon Sreet 31074 Dveon sreet 3757 ¥naemore Lone 309 € twesey

is support for high standards . . . but there ap- employera work together to set broad education- CHAP'S FIED $TORE 10 KM NOVITIED & SUPPLYING,  PET PROVISIONS MY
pears to be no agreement on whnr. the standards al goals and develop strategies to implement b Ine e 11730 bedervie Pood 43083 Grona e Ave 3419 L0 Grond Pwer SN Roeeod - ;
should bo and who should be respansible for them. GLASSIC PET SUPPLY cooort Mt PAWS & CLAWS PITSUPHRS  PITSUPRY WATDIOKS G, YU pTL SRS
dc;':e.}oping tl;ern." eback to basics” curd Such {ssions now exist in M i and 0t Teww e 1 315 Mengon are oo ien ol 22434 shctgan Ave Focrwoneo. |

nservatives want a “back to basics™ curzic- i uall CoTITwATIETEUBONT s ent PET SUPPLY WARTHOUSE C.  WIKOM COUNTRY CORNIRS ¢
ulum, while cmployers are l?oki ng for employa- ;{n?:::}:: x‘::‘:g:;’c:r;;:: :T%:‘: a‘;f':; to Y estleatiie 31336 Wouna poaa 30983 e e B0 93021 [owo x0romocior
bility skills. Contralizers think the best route to do. pooniipess Y PR SUPY Y SOIMANEY ’mm - .
chango is to mandate it from the top down, 43437 voxa 2000 2181 founesn e fie Teagron e t

whila decentralizers urge local control. Gov, En-
gler wants chartor schools and achools of choice,
testimony to his market-based idcolay. while

—t .

Second, recognize that we're nowhere on
quality and reform and that getting somewhere
will take some time and work. So beat a strate-
gic retreat and follow the Education Commis-

Phil Power is chairman of the company that
owns this newspaper. His touchtone voice mail
number is (313) 953-2047 mailbox 1880,

Your dog will ham it up
when you bring home 4
Pro Plan pet food
and your free

beautiful developments

that come from

Avdilable At These Participating Pro Plan Retailers |

WHILE SUPPLIES LAST

So pick up a 40 Ib. bag of
Pro Plan dog food or
a 20 Ib. bag of Pro
Plan cat food and ..

Plan retaller for detalls.
And huny! This offer Is

cton




