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Hills, others get help
battling gypsy moths

H ‘The county will take a leading role in this.
We're not looking at thls as some kind of scl-
once fiction problem. We are golng to commit
tho time, resources and people we have,'

BY GREG KOWALSK)
STAFY WiETER

For the first time, area com-
munities can get help from the
county, state and federsl govern.
ment to battle the growing gypsy
moth infestation,

The Michigan Department of
Agriculture and Oakland County
are coordinating a program to
reimburse communities for up to
haif the cost of spraying for the
pests, which are infesting many
arca communities,

Officials from Bloomfield
Township, West Bloomfield
Township, Bloomfield Hills, Orc.
hard Lnkt;‘. Franklin, BEvcrly

Michael Zehnder

Oakland County coordinator for reimbursement program

moths to the county for apraying
next spring,

The county will serve as the
coordinating agency for 'the
project at the local level and sub.
mit the maps and spraying pro.
posale to the Michigan Depart-

Hills, Bi: Farms, R
Hills, Farmington Hills and Roy-
ai Oak met with county and state
representatives last week to hear
details of the program.

Michael Zchnder has been
named as the Ockland County

1i fOl’ the reimt .
ment program. The county will
caordinate the communities' plan
of action against the moths. .

All the communities have iden-
tified arcas of gypsy moth infesta-
tion, which could potentially de-
vastate the foresta. Sevon of the
communitiecs — Beverly Hills,
Franklin, TBin.g'h.umB Farms,

ment of Agriculture, It in turn
will seek reimbursement for the
program from the U. S. Depurt-
ment of Interior.

Affected arcas will be divided
into five categorics with the
amount of reimbursement based
an the category,

In gencral, private landa of less
than 600 acres per owner will
recelve & 60 percent reimburse-
ment. Private recreational and
special use lands of 500 or moare
acres will bo reimbursed at a rate
of 33 percent. Public land will be
reimbursed at a rate of 25 percent.

“Bids will be taken for the

ing in February,” said Ken-

Hills; West Bloomfiled and Farm.
ington Hills — are alrendy part of
a congortium formed to coordi.
nate efforts to battle the moths,
“The county will take a leading
role in this,” said Zehnder.
“We're not looking at this as
some kind of acience fiction prob-
lem. We are going to commit the
time, resources and people we
have,” satd Zehnder.
Under the project, the

dra Anderson, department of agri-
Iculmm peat management speciel-
at,

One contractor will be hired to
spray all the Oankland County
communities in the program.

Whether the spraying will be
done by hellcopter or fixed-wing
airplane is still to be determined.,

David Payne, Bloomficld
‘Township assistant administra.
tor, snid heli are prefera-

ities must submit maps of arcas
that are infested with the gypsy

ble.
“We've had fixed-wing planes,

but there’s no comparison to heli-
copters,” Payne said, Helicopters
are quieter and can more precigely
direct the spraying, Payne said,

In clther case, residents in
areas to be sprayed will have to he
notified by mail that spraying witl
be done.

‘The county and state want to
get the program in motion now in
time for spraying in the spring be.
fore the egg musses hatch, The
gypsy moth caterpillars are ex-
tremely destructive and have de-
foliated some arcus of western
QOakland County.

The caterpillars prefer oak tree
leaves but will eat whatever
leaves are available,

Egg masses are clusters of be-
tween 250 and 1,000 egps, usunlly
found clinging to sidcr of trees, al-
though they can be found on wood
piler and porches.

Many arco communities have
shared previous egg mass counts
and some have contracted with
the Nationul Gypsy Moth Man-
ogement Group of Landishurg,
Pu., which specinlizes in tracking

PAYMENTS,

Toro CCR-Powerlite

« 3 H.P. Engine

+ Exclusive Power Curve Rotor
throws snow 25’

+ 16” Clearing Width

* Fold-down Handle

$ 3 69930(1& 38170

Suggested Retail $409.95

NO MONEY DOWN!
NO PAYMENTS
NO INTEREST 'TILL '94

e

MADE N THIT

Haven't you done without aToro long enough?*

gypsy moths, But the
does not do spraying.

“The infestation Is rising at in-
credible rates,” soid  Bingham
Farms clerk Kothy Hagaman.
“The problem is getting out of
hand, cven in little Bingham
Farms,”
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“We service what we well”
HOURS: Mon. 8:30-8:00; Tues.-Fri. 8:30-5:30; Sat. 9:00-4:00

46061 VAN DYKE - UTICA 39050 GRAND RIVER
¥2 Mile North of M-59 FARMINGTON HILLS (cast of Hogzenry Rd)

731-7240 471-3050 |

| Michigan's Largest Lawn, Snow & Outdoor Power Equipment Dealer |

Botsford General Hospital

Botstord General Hospital Proud]

Announces Its Newest Arrival, ~

t's official! The IAP card has arrived at Botsford

General Hospital in Farmington Hills. We cordially
invite the many members in our area to take full
advantage of this dynamic new affiliation.

Find out how easy it is to choose the excellence and
convenience of Botsford General. Just give the Commu-
nity Relations Department at Botsford a call today to
arrange a tour. And, welcome to the family!

Member Services Dept.

280350 Grand River Avenue botsford 2850 W.Grand Blvd,

Farmington Hills, MI 48336 general " e Detroit, MI 48202

(810) 442-7986 hospital Health Alliance Pfan (313) 872-8100
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