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The kindness
of strangers
is ample here

1 is snid that charity begins at home, but that
! depends on just how you measure your home
territory. Do you measure.‘home" by the per-
imeters of your own Iot'line uril'usn‘l:. infludlu your

House's hope that the latter is true.

For many years Farmington Neighborhood

House has worked to connect disadvantaged

i citizens with availabl in
the area. With today’s soft cconomy that goal has
been increasingly difficult to achieve. Unfor-
tunately, this same economy has ereated many
more families in dire financial straits,

How do you tell a small child who watches the
same commercials that bombard his more afluent
peers, that Santa just might not be abfe to visit
hhm this year?

You don’t tell him, you just pray that somehow,
Fume way, magic happena and thot beautifully
wrapped packeges appear under the tree and deli-
cious smelling food is miraculously cooking in the
kitchen.

These prayers arc answered by various church-
1, civic organizations and generous private citi-
2¢ns in our area. These real life Santa's helpers
call Nelghborhood House with the offer to “adopt”
one or mare families for the holidays. .

The Neighborhood House volunteers then
aearch the files to find the right family for the
<onor, The family is called on the phone or, if nec-
essary, & hume visit is made to find out the chil-
dren’s names, ages, clothing sizes as well ns their
wish list. The information is then sent to the do-
nor using first names only as well as a control
nutmber to ensure that the right packages get to
the right families.

‘The donors deliver their Christmas packages to
a centrad warehouse after which a phone eall is
made to the appropriate family, and they can come
to pick up their holiday goodies, Thix is all accom-
plished while ensuting total anonymity for both
donor and recipient,

‘T'hiere are a8 many different reasons as to why
people find themselves in need as there are needy
families.

Last year one young mother had made the cou.
rageous decision to leave her physically abusive

leohol-addicted hushand. She had obtained o re-
straining order so the man could no longer intimi-
date her or her threo small children, She was bare-
1y able to make cnds meet and Christmas was
more than out of the queation,

A local group “"adopted” the family and she was
called ta come to pick up her food and gifts. After
we filled the trunk of her car as well as the back
seat, we wished her Merry Christmas and thought
she was on her way. Ten minutes later the door to
the warehouse opened and there she stood, crying.
“I thought I was coming to pick up n couple of
things for the kids,” she said. “I never believed it
would be all of this! Who do I thank? Wha woutd
do all of thia for o stranger?”

Anather family conslsted of a couple and their
twe children, ages 4 yeara and 18 months. Dad had
a job but one weckend, attempting to do some
home repair work on his roof, he slipped and broke
his back, Medical bills came before holidny huying
and once ngain, a Farmington family mede sure
that Santa didn't forget these little ones.

One of our donors from a local computer campa-
ny always i les in its Chri: k gl
to open on Chril Eve. In those pac} are
new pajamas, nightgowns, slippers and robes so
when Christmas dawns, the children are “new”
from the skin out.

Each year there are starics and families to bring
a smile ta your face or a tear to your eye. It is sad,
however, that frequently no one wants to “adapt”
familics with teenngers. You can’t buy teens cute
little baby dolls or nifty fire trucks, OfRen, though,
theae teens have johis and are contributing to the
family income to cnsure that the rent is paid and
the heat stays on. It’s a bit difficult for these teens
to keep a stiff upper lip when there aren’t any gifts
for them under the tree.

At this time of year being a Neighborhood
Housa volunteer meana long hours making phone
calls and addressing envelopes, but it is truly a
Iabor of love. When the last packages are picked
up or delivered and we go home that night — sleep
is very sweet.

I you know of a family in the Farmington arca
in need, if you would like to “adopt™ one of our
fomilies or if you wish to volunteer some of your
time, call us at 474.7580, *

Yes, Virginin, there is a Santa Claus and he'a
alive and well and ljving in the Farmington aren,

Loretta Zahn coordinates the Neighborhood
House Adopt a Family program.

~ The
challenge
of a
ifetime

Workout: Beverly Cornell finishes a vigorous swim at the Farmington Area YMCA.

The ambuté_tion has made me so much stronger mentally.

Cornell

AL
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Since the amputation of her right leg, Beverly Cornell has
overcome physical and emotional pain, She channels her
strength to achieve countless conquests.

Diane GatLeE,

hen Beverty Cornell was

seven years old she was

given the devastating news
that she had a rare and debilitating
bone discase,

Faur decades later she's showing
the world that having her right leg
amputated has been the catalyst for
tremendous physical strength and
emotional fortitude,

The Farmington Hills woman hns
the medels to prove her physical
strength. Her emotional pluck is
Jjust ay obvious,

Most recently she won first place
in five categories during o recent
Masters Swim Meet in Harbor
Springs, Mich. Cornell doesn't com-
pete with disabled swimmers,

“I used to compete in the wheel-
chair games, but it’s just not chal-
lenging enough,"” she said. “This
forces me to continue training, and
it forces me to get stronger,”

Building strength

Camnell has built her upper body
strength so much that it compen-
sates for the loss of her leg. Her doc-
tora tell her that rigorous training
has hc!ged her f}ght the bo.ne d.iu-.

by
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ment.

“I emphasized that I wanted to be
treated exactly the sume,” she said.

Once at a masters swimming meet
a woman approached Cornell and
said that at first she didn't believe
Cornell belonged with able-bodied
swimmers, but watching her swim
dispelled those thoughts.

New reactions

Using crutches since ahe was a
young girl and undergoing 29 opera-
tions, including two hip replace-
ments, before her leg was amputated
10 years ago, Cornell said, she's tak.
en the pain ~ both physical and
mental — and used it to her benefit.

And now that her disability is ob.
vious, Carnell said, she has noticed
a stark difference from the reactions
she recelved when she was on
crutches.

“When people saw me on crutches
they thought, ‘Oh she must have
had a skiing accident and that was
OK,"" she sald, “Now I'm treated
like a disabled person and it's real
different.”

Cornell added, however, that she's
a lot better off since the amputation,
pgcguse her leg had often been a

case, fibrous dyap

“This one woman sald once: ‘You
beat me with only one flipper, meon.
ingone leg.” Cornell, 47, soid adding
that she thought the comment was
endearing.

When she first started competing
in masters swimming, Cornell was

worried that other w

It was fragile, often bro-
ken and when she swam it would
slam ageinat the pool back boards.

“I'm so much healthier, happicr
and stronger,” she said. “I'm so
much stronger emationally, too, be-
cause [ had to overcome belng an
amputee.”

vou!
think she expected special treat-
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Woman finds fancy flair, fun in fashion

BY DIANE GALE
STAYF WRITER

‘The next time you can't decide what to wear,
think about Betty Jo Hammer and her 260 pairs of
shoes and boots.

Surprisingly, Hammer said, it's not too hard to
cheose an outfit. In the moming, she fecls like
wearing a certain color and since her closets are
color-coordinated, the outfita are already matched.

“Everything has to match,” Hammer insisted.

She has belts, trays and trays of jewclry, purses,
60 watches and more than 100 hats.

Gold dominates

During the holidays, the Farmington Hilla wom-
an has 26 paira of holiday shoes from which to
choose, Sequins and the color gold dominsic her
varied outfita,

OFF THE CUFF

"1 love color,” she sald. I think that’s import-
ant in dressing.”

“I'm known as the hat lady in the real estate
industry,” said Hammer, a real estate agent for 25
years, She works with Ralph Manucl, Farmington
Hilla West.

“When 1 buy an outfit, I get a purse and e pair
of shoes,” she said, “That way when [ go out I'm
ready — ready to go to anything.”

Hammer's favorite store for clothes had been
Lisbeth's Sheppe in Birmingham until they
closed earlier this year, In the pnst 10 years,
Hammer modeled for the shop. Having been a
dancer, Including a stint with the USO, Hammer

loved the runway.

“When I model, I dance when I come up,” she
anid, adding that she was given a Mapper outfit
and boa at Lisbeth's and her routine would serve
a3 the grand finale of fashion shows.

Family first

Hammer, 69, and her husband, Jack, have four
children — Nancy Boyer, Tim and Jamic who live
Iﬁlﬂ{lwull. and Mary Jo Halleck of Farmington

B,

Hammer's daughters get first diba when she dis-
cards an outfit,

“But beeause 1 mix and match a lot, I'm not
quick to give things away,” sho said. *I really wear
my clothes.”
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