10C(F)

The Observer/ THURSDAY, DECEMBER 9, 1993,

Old World tradition doesn’t meet her shopping ideals °

A trip to Marscille showed me
quickly one American institution
I missed Incredibly — the mall, 1
realized it because Marsellle has
« mall, or at least something very
aimilar to one. Although three
stories high, Le Centre Bourse
was more on the scale of Tel-
Twelve with one mnjor depart-
ment store, Nouvells Galeries,
and about 20 other smaller stores.

The floors were layered in a
non-conforming pattern, like
Fairlune, and the entire third sto-
ry was taken up by the FNAC —a
French chaln which spectalizes in
eleetronic cquipment, music, vi-
dea books and has its own travel
ogency and information desk,
Nontheless, it was o MALL.

Not that I was a fanatical matl-
goer when 1 lived in Southfield.
1 hnicall; l delul. t i
Especially when I'm_really look-
ing for something, because then
I'm doomed never to find it. How-
ever, one aspect of mall shopping
1 miss is the “browsing without
purpose” concept. Those doys ofl
{rom work or school when you go
to the mall or downtown with a
friend, just to look around, nat
necessarily with the intention to
buy anything.

The shops in French cities do
not allow for this leisure time ac-
tivity. In France, ane shops with a
purpose and the minute you walk
into a store or boutique down-
town, the salesperson ia at your
service. After exchanging a brief
greeting, he or she will wait until
you've explained why you agitated
the little bell over the door that
announced your arrival,

“Ju regarde seulement,” {I om
only looking) docs not suffice in
this situation as it will to get an
obnoxious snlesperson off yaur
back at the mall. This is for sever-
al reasons. First, the clerk does
not know what to do with that re-
sponse. And for the remainder of
your time in that store, they cl-
ther sit behind the register and
stare at you making you feel tike
you're wearing an “l am a shop-
lifter” sign, or they will follow you
about the store anyway, explain.
ing any minor thing at which you
might glance.

The other reason the “I'm only
looking" phrase doesn’t work is
becavse the store is generally nat
set up with that behavior in mind.
You can't “just look™ because
there is nothing at which to look.
Clothes ore neatly folded on
shelves out of reach, pursea are
lined up neatly behind the coun.
ter, jewelry Is displayed in shaw.
case glasses, and hats are stacked
nently wrapped on shelves behind
the counter. And it is not your
place to take a sweater or shirt,
which is meticulously folded, off
the shelf to check for size or over-
all appeel. That is the saleaper-
son's job.

In fact, in the shop you're best
off touching only the handles of
the bog as the clerk hands your
purchase to you.

The syatem is actunly quite ef-
fective, if you have o vague idea
for what you are looking and you
fecl ble with

knows best what he or she has in
stock and can quickly match
those items they have to offer
with the  description you give.
They can also be very helpful
with suggestions, if you can give
them an Idea of whom you are
shopplng for when you are com-
pletely out of ideas, In addition,
they will wrap anything for free if
you just ask,

However, shopping Is not a
“pase the time" actlvity as it s at
American malls, unless you plan

to limit it strlctly to window
shopping. And like French wait-
ers, French solespeople can be
quite intimidating, if you don't
underatand the system, when
they reallze you have no Intention
of buying or you are unablo to ex.
plain what you are loeking for.

Of course, not all stores are like
this, but then rude docen’t come
close to explainig their behavior,
the other typoe is almost the com.
plete oppaosite.

There arc those stores which

are like Kmart and other discount
places, where just about every-
thing from clectrical 3! to

forted myemelf within its walls,
browsing without purpose for
hours, I ined evary store and

snack foods are for sale ot lower
prices and generally lower quality.
At stores like Cora or Les Al-
lemands, you don't have «o worry
obout a salesperson harassing
you. In foct, you'll probably have
trouble finding one beyond the
cash register and no one is there
to answer any questions.

‘Thus, my “mall” discovery was
a breeze {rom home and 1 com-

probably put my hands on every-
thing within touchable distance.
Only once did I need to explain
my purpose or lack of onc for
being there, and the clerk only too
quickly ran off to stralghten
something else. At the end, I col.
lapsed into a chair at the mall’s
cafe for a coffee and only then did
o slight pang of homesickness
twinge at my heart as I thought of

the Colfee Beanery's Cafe Mocha,

Born and raised in Southfield,
Karen Martinek graduated from
Marian high School and then at-
tended the University of Michigan .~
in Ann Arbor where she studied
English and cducation. Taking a
break from teaching high school
English, she will be working us a
nanny for a year in the town of .
Ales, which in located outside of
Nimes and Montpellier, along the -
southern coastline of France.-:_

Furniture 8¢

THE HOLIDAY SEASON IS UPON US...IS YOUR HOME READY FOR THE PARTIES, FAMILY
AND FRIENDS? NOW THRU DECEMBER 12, 1993 YOU CAN SAVE, SAVE, SAVE ON ALL
APPLIANCES, FURNITURE, AND BEDDING,

NOW TAKE AN
ADDITIONAL

WASHERS
DRYERS
BEDDING

AND
RAILS

BED FRAMES

DISHWASHERS

NOW TAKE AN
ADDITIONAL

40% o

OUR CLEARANCE PRICES
ON ALL...

L 4

20% o

OUR CLEARANCE PRICES

ON ALL...

REFRIGERATORS
RANGES (rree stanoing)
SOFAS

LOVE SEATS

» SOFA SLEEPERS

DINING ROOM SETS
BEDROOM FURNITURE

» ACCENT TABLES

PROJECTION TV's

NOW TAKE AN
ADDITIONAL

30% o

OUR CLEARANCE PRICES
ON ALL...

+ CURIO’s

]

CHINA CABINETS
ENTERTAINMENT CENTERS
UPHOLSTERED CHAIRS
MIRRORS

BUILT-IN OVENS,
DROP IN RANGES

+ COOK TOPS AND
SLIDE IN RANGES

constantly hovering over you as
you try Lo make a decision,
The  sal; bvi

ITEMS ADVERTISED ARE READILY AVAILABLE FOR SALE I PRICES GOOD THRU DECEMBER 9TH THRU DECEMBER 42, 1993

Disney is theme
in performance
of 20 youths

‘The Neon Rainbow, a group of
20 young singers and dancers
from The Academy of Popular
Vocal Arts, will present their
First Annual Christmas Concert
at Oakland University in Varner
Hall, Room 134, at 2 p.m. on Sat.
urday, Dec. 11,

Admission is only $5 for adults
and $3 for senior citizens, chil-
dren and students, Tickets will be
available ot the door. They ean be
purchased in advance by calling
The Academy ot {313) G25-7057.
Do not call Oakland University.

* This year's performance will
feature some favorite holiday
aongs and some exciting new
songa with choreography, includ-
ing a medley of Disncy cartoon
themes. The entire program will
be designed to generate n general

feellng of peace on carth, goodwill

to alll

Membera of The Neon Rain.
bow, ages 8:12, have already
recorded two albums. They have
also sung “The National An-
them" at Tiger Stadium.

-

SEARS WAREHOUSE OUTLET

12001 SEARS AVE.
LIVONIA

41 MILE WEST OF MIDDLEBELT
OFF PLYMOUTH ROAD

PHONE: 422-5700

The Sears Outet Store s o central clearing house for
fumitire and opplionces fiom Sears fefail stores.
Retuns, floor samples, damaged in transit,
one-of-akind tems ore received daily and offered at
fremendous savings. Quaniities are limited, so humyl All
tlems are subject to it sales.

NEW SPRING-AIR
FIRM BEDDING
ON SALE

TAKE AN ADDITIONAL

40% oFF

OUR CLEARANCE PRICES
IN STOCK CONDITION

TWIN SET #74612

TWIN MATTRESS #74100

TWIN BOX #74003

FULL SET #74614

FULL BOX #74004
QUEEN SET #74660

TWIN MATT. WITH BOARD #74200 $1290.88

FULL MATTIRESS #74304

OUR EVERYDAY ~ NOW: 10%
CLEARANCE PRICE  OFF PRICE

$199.88  $479.88
89.88 80.88
89.88 80.88
$448.08

$209.88  $260.88
$140.88  $434.88
$109.88 98.88
$350.88  $323.88

LIMITED QUANTITIES

PREVIOUSLY SELECTED MERbHANDISE NOT INCLUDED % LIMITED STYLES, QUANTITIES AND MODELS
Merchandise se!ection consists of new, used, reconditioned and damaged merchandise.

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

MON.-FRI. 10:00 A.M. TO 9:00 P.M., SAT. 10:00 A.M. TO 7:00 P.M., SUNDAY 12:00 NOON TO 5:00 P.M.

Nawe, tars vyt 1o buy ot Seace,
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