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Blazers look for coach toreplace Kavanaugh

They're look.
ing for & now
basketball coach
at Livonia Lady-
wood High, but
talk about the
recently fired one
moy go on for
quite some time.

0 wants to
replece Bd Ka-
vanaugh? That's

anybody’s guess.

Great ni(unhon’ Not so fast,

But how can anyone explain a
school firing n coach with a career
record of 289.617

On the surface the decision ap-
pears ludicrous, but if you dig o
little deeper, this final episode
has Leen brewing for quite some
time,

New athletle director Sal Malek
made the final move not to renew
Kavanaugh's contract after a

BRAD
EMONS

meeting lest Wednesday, He had
to do the dirty work. Malek’s only
mistake was that he should have
called in Kavanaugh's assistants
to inform them of the final deci-
sion as well.

A.D. showed guts

But give Malek credit, too, He
called the medin immediately and
dldn’t try to sweep it under the
rug like many athletic directars
might have done.

Malek also _emphasized that
Kavanaugh'’s firing had nothing
to do with the team's performance
this year.

State-ranked Ladywood, how-
ever, fizzled down the stretch in
1993 with disappolnting defeats
to Dearborn Divine Child (in the
Cathollc Lengue playoffs) and
Plymouth Canton (in the Class A
district final at Northville).
Hopes were high this season afier

VO"GYba" from page 1C

the Blazers reached the Class A
quarterfinals in 1992

Kavnaugh, who relurned to La-
dywood In 1991 after leaving in
1987 {with a pair of state chempi-
onships and lwo runnerup fin-
ishes under his belt), was simply
not the falr-haired boy the second
time around,

He was hived by principal Sis-
ter Mary Alexander, but his pu-
tonomy and freedom quickly
evaporated with a new adminis-
tration in charge,

Ground rules changed

Kuvanaugh found himsell un-
der what he considered a strange
set of rules with principal Sister
Mary Ann Smith, who arrived
from Hamtramck St. Florian.

The two partles simply weren't
on the same page when it came to
running o girls basketball pro-
gram, especinlly in the Catholic

Besides returning the other five
regulars, the Hawks have North
Farmington transfer Carey Per-
king to take the place of Heist in
the middle,

“From what I've seen, every-
budy has gone up a notch,” coach
Ren Shortt said. “Loat year we
had n core group of, five players
and Julie Helst,

“We're not so much a one- or
two-person show. The whole team
i o lot more balanced this year.,”

The top returning player is sen-
jor Amanda Ault, a setter and
outside hitter who recelved a
acholarship te play for CMU.

“Slie's nlways been a real fine
setter, and so far she'’s the best
hitter on the team,” Shortt satd.
“She's the most experienced and
skilled player on the team.”

Perkins, a 6-10 senfor, will help
fill the void in the Haorrison of-
fense created by Heist's depar-
ture,

“Carey is always upbeat and
wanting to know what she can do
to improve,” Shortt said. “As far
as spiking the ball, Mo and Carey
are our big power hitters,"

The other returning starters are
sentor Maggie Chavez, the other
setter in the 6-2 offense and a
hitter, and juniors Krista Snow,
Lori Hubble and Jenny Myslin-
ski. Snow will play middle hitter
agnin, Hubble and Myslinski
weak-slde hitter.

“We're working with (Snow) on
rome things Julie did,”” Shortt
snid. “She doesn’t hit the ball as
liard ns Julie, but she's intereated
in getting some quicker sets, She
wants to expand her range of hit-
ting instead of having it set right
to her,"

Hubble, though she's only 5-3,
is a good jumper as well os a good
defensive player and scrver, ac-
cording to Shortt. Myslinski be-
came & fixture in the lineup by
the end of last season, and Shortt
hopus she will contribute more as
a blocker this year.

« Hatrison also returns junior
Judie Barringer, a tennis_player
who hos a “heckuva serve,” an
suphomoares Kristen Koziara and
Erika Greene. Varsity newcomers

are senior Laura Concepeion and
sophomores Sara Reuch and
Sheryl Wolf,

“We have real high hopes,”
Shortt sald, “The kids are work-
ing hard and I'm real excited. If
things go well, hopefully, we can
contend (for the league title)."

‘The Hawks were host for lhe
Harrison Invitationa! S

play.”

Senior Erin Phelps is another
quality, all-around player. She
has impraved her hitting and
back-row passing, according to
Ingalls. Phelps was an 80-percent
server and had 31 kills,

The Falcons, nlsa return junior
Jt‘hl‘llﬂl E}ulhord in lhe bnck row

n

and will play Novi at home
Wednesdny in their first dual
match,

Farmington High

‘The Falcons have two things in
common with Merey, They must
train a new setter and fill the vold
left by the graduation of their tap
hitter.

Michelle Lorenz ran the 5-1 of-
fense for three years, and Debbie
Schrocder enrned second-team,
all-area honors with 290 kills and
668 nttacks.

‘The new setter is junior Natalie
Kozcara, who didn't play last year
but did as a freshman,

“Right now she’s getting back
into it,” coach Julie Ingalls said.
“The girls are real helpful to her
in that they know how important
her role is going to be.

“We started out trying to get
her skills back intact and now
we're trying to find out what each
hitter tikes, She's very intelligent
and has the strategy part down.”

Kozeara will have no shortage
of quality hitters for whom to set

the ball despite the loss of
Schroeder,
Five-foot-10 senior Maggie

Frum.,. is the top returning hitter
and an all-around player. She had
81 kills and 21 blocks iast year.

Laura McWilliams takes over
at Schroeder's former position.
She will be the No. 2 hitter after
meking big strides in her game
late last season,

Junior Krissy Mahon is an all-
around player and was the, No, 3
hitter behind  Schroeder and
Frump with 49 kills. She also was
an 88-percent posser and 87-per-
cent server.

“She’a very consistent,” Ingalls
sald, “She knows when to hit
away and when to keep the ball in

Falcons ;oo ic

overs, and at the end we were
just trying to get the ball back.”

Scott Menser scored 21 points
to lend Farmington. Kevin Affler-
baugh came off the bench to con-
tribute 16. Mike Tokar had 15,
Steve Juncaj 12, Stan Lewis nine
and Joson Jackson eight.

The Panthers were led by Jason
Mitchell, who finished with 20
pointa. Bryan Berryman had 14 in
@ non-starting role, Jeremy Rule
10, John Hunter nine and Greg
Knight seven.

Farmington led 20-12 nfter one
querter despite having 10 turn.
overs, but RU kept the score close
and stayed within nine (37.28) at
halftime,

The Falcons outscored the
Panthers 12-2 carly in the third
quarter to build a 51.33 lead,
Farmington forced a streak of
turnovera and converted a stream
of fast breaks, The Falcons made
11 of 19 shots in that quarter,

“We make a lot of mistakes and
probably gamble more than I'd
like, but the kida play hard and
score a lot of pointa,” Mikel said,
“We have to cut down on some of
the mental mistakes, but at this
point I'm nrnuy happy with where
this team is at.’

Mitchell hit a three-point bas-
ket to start the fourth quarter and
kept the Panthers with 10 (61-51),
but RU couldn't stop Farmington
and the teams traded baskets in
the finale.

Desplte the loss, Smathera was
more pleased with his team’s per.
formance than he was after a 92.
51 loss to Walled Lake Central in
the opener.

M ]

“That was a 41-point loss and
thie was only 15, so maybe that's
improvement,"” he said. “Tonight,
for us, it was a better game. I feel
the kids gave the effort, physical-

y.

“They've got four starters back,
and they played with some poise,
as a bunch of seniors should,”
Smathera said, regarding Farm-
ington. “They looked like a good
team. They won in overtime
against (Waterford) Kettering, so
they have staying power; they're
not going to role over.”

Mikel would like to see his
team jmprove on its free-throw
shoating after making only 15 of
38 Friday and 17 of 34 sgainst
;Set(ednx. RU was 19-0f-29 at the
ine.

IR QAX PARX 87, HARRISON 62: The hoat
Redskins took a 46-26 halRime lead Fri-
day and dominated the boards to defeat
Farmington Hills Harrison,

The Hawks (1:1) led &2 early in the
game, but Oak Park made an 11-0 run
and led 25:14 after ane quatter and 66-
40 at the end of three.

Ryan Perryman, a 6-foot.7, 225-pound
forward who han signed with Dayton,
had 18 rebounds ta go with his 23 points
for the Redskins (2.0).

Senlor guard Rodney Hampion scored
28 polnts, including five three-polnt
baskets, to lead Oak Park, and senlor
forward Alex Rodgera added 11,

Senlor Dave Bennett came off the
bench to sore a team-high 10 pointa for
the Hawks. Seniora Calvin Pruitt and
Charles Bambenek and junior Jeremy
‘White had eight palnts aplece.

W EAST CATHOUC 62, RICE 58: Brother
Rice had a three-polnt lead with just
under six minutes leR but couldn’t hald
on [n 1ta season opener Friday.

and Beth Wilson in th- front row,
Washnock was used mainly as a
blacker last year, but Ingalls
plans to invalve her more in the
offense.

The varsity also includes junior
dJenny Neu, the other setter in the
G-2 offense, and sophomores Erica
Gwynn, Dana Aon, Teresa Lin-
denmuth and Alina Hetinek.

Farmington, which finished 15-
19 overall and eighth in the West-
ern Lakes Activities Association,
is n young team with only three
seniors.

“I'm not renl concerned about
the young, beeause we had over 60
girls try out and [ was able to get
the 13 best athletes who were
there,” Ingalls said,

“Nu one person can control a
game,” Ingalls said. “We need n
team concept of everyone working
together and communicating.
They're talented athletes; if they
put all that together, good things
are going to happen.”

The Falcons, who had one of
the top academic teams in the
state last year, played in the Har-
rison Invitational Saturday and
have s home match tonight
agninst Bloumficld Hills Lohser,

North Farmington

Conch Sandy Lubieniecki is
confident the Raiders have im.
prove since last season when they
finished last in the Western
Lakes Activities Assoclation and
won only three matches,

North returns nine varsity
players and has more experience.
The Raiders also have the most
players (14) in 15 seasons under
Lubicniecki, and seven sopho-
mores will e pushing for court
time.

“We will be a much-improved
team, and our level of play will get

Lengun s tough Central leulon.
wanted

to mnke a chnngeé’o': the girle. .

access to the newly cnmtmcmd
and spacious gym, but Smith
cramped his style. She said Sun.
day practices were taboo and Sat.
urday’s practices must be ap.
proved,

Kavanaugh also complained

ed with the results that our team

had this season because we cer-

tainly had talent. But It could

have happened to any team,”
Kavanaugh, however, does not

blame Malek for his termination,
I'. t goes atrnlght to the top.

about lack of t ion to
certain games, while Smith says
the school vehicles must be

some of hia plnyern

feel b
ly the ones Kuvnnuugh hrought In

once-proud basketball program go
from here?

“We've had quita a few calls al-
ready,” Sister Smith said. “The
next coach certainly has to know
their stuff. And once he's part of
the program, we want that coach
to develop all the girls to their
fullest potential, And we want
someone who is willing to work
with ail parties involved. There's
got to be giye and take to make it

shared by all teams. with him. K
h didn't feel confined, joned
he felt shackled.
ut the
Principal backed A.D.

Smith told me she backed
Malek’s decision not to renew Ka-
vanaugh's contract, even though
she was not there for the final
meeting.

“Yes, | was a part of it,” the
Sister admitted Friday. “1 felt at
this time it was the best decision

at the meﬂtlng that

some may trans fer. .

A plum job? I'm not so sure.
Ladywood lu! undergoing it's

coach also admitted to me thnt he
had some unhappy campers thia
season on his ball club, not to
mention some disgruntled par-
ents. The chemistry was not quite
right. l

What does future hold
Se where does Ladywood’s

ourt| change since
1987. (Don't forget the painful ex-
its of Ken Bechard and Toni
Gasparovic.)

But one thing is crystal clear.
Sister Smith is the boss, like it or
lump it. She rune the schoal and
the aothletic program. The new
coach will ultimately answer to
her,
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Hawk veteran: Krista Snow is one of five returning starters on the Hurrwon volleybail
team, which hopes to have another successful year.

better and better,” Lubieniecki
said. “Our goal is to be as compet-
itive as the other 11 teams (in the
{eague) by February.”

The Raiders have experience at
setter, something they lacked a
year ago,

Senior co-captain Keegan Kee-
fover is o middle hitter who led
the team in blocking, but she also
handles some of the setting,

Sophomore Cooker Perkins has
a yenr of varsity experience as an
outside hitter and setter, and jun-
ior Jasmine Khambatta and
sophomore Amy Finkel also can
play the position,

“It was something we had to
develop,” Lubieniecki said. ™It
waos Keegan's first time setting

Post move: Steve Juncaj of F;zrm ington drives past Red-
ford Union’s Jason Mitchell to the basket Friday.

“We made a couple turnovers and
(East Cathollc) acored points off the
steals and we never regained the lead,”
Rice coach Frank Cartica sald. "It was &
food first game an long as we learn from
our mistakes. We dldn't shoot well {22+
of.67) and being a perlmeter leam that
makes it tough.”

Rice led 19-17 afler the firat quarter,
but East, Catholic outscored the Warrl.

y

. Taggart

ors in the remalning quarters, including
217-13 edge in the third.

Senior guard DJ, MacAloon paced
Rice with 11 polnh -nd lm[or John

chipped 1 te
SAlier 's 11 polnta lcd Enl Cllhnllc (2-
0).

Rice plays host to Andover on Tuen-
day,

and Cooker’s first year on varsity.
Now they've played here; plus, the
new girls are chullenmng and have
added depth,"

‘They will be setting the ball for
juniors Ali Lord and Christin
Glovak and sophomores Emily
Opfermann, twins Lee and Laura
Nelson and Natalie Reje. The
first three are varsity veterans;
the Nelsons and Reje played JV,

Opfermann are im.
proved hitters, Lubieniecki said,
and Glovak is the strongest player
as far as hitting the volleyball.

“Because of the talent, I think
by midsenson we can go to just
about anybody in the front row
ond get the point or sideout in a
crucial situation,” she said,

Seniors Becky Thursam, the
other co-captain, and Amy Kel-
man are the Ie.nsl'lng servers a,nd

senior Carrie Rejc is the top
passer and another solid defen-
sfve player. Sophomore Heather
Caornwell will help in the way of
serving and defense,

“(Defense) was slways some-
thing our program was noted for,
and it was probably the weakest
point of our game last year,” Lu-
bientecki said. “This year it's
much Improved. We're much fast.
er and more skilled.”

The Raiders played in the Har-
risen Invitational Saturday and
have & home motch tonight
against Milford.

Schoolcraft men lose
conference cage debut

Dave Bogataj could sum up
what led to the down[nll of his
Schooleraft College men's basket-
ball team in three words: “We
couldn't score.”

If you can't score, you won't
win. SC wasn't quite as ineffee-
tive as Detroit’s “professional”
six-points-a-quarter team, but it
was close; The Occlots managed
just 28 in the second half in losing
81-63 to St. Clair CC in their
Eastern Conference opener
Wednesday at SC.

“That killed us,” Bogataj said
after his team slipped to 5.5 over-
all. “I'm not taking anything
away from (St. Clair), but we de-
stroyed aurselves. 1 can’t blame
one person. It was a concerted ef-
fort, by everybody,

“The last time they ran an of-
fense was last Saturday, It's not
like they didn't try. The ball just
wouldn't go in the hole.”

The first hall was bad, but the
Ocelots trailed by just 39-35 at
the break. With 15 minutes lef in
ﬂ;lc game, the score was tied at 49-
all.

Unfortunately, SC did not
make a basket for the next nine
minutes, To make matters worse,
the Occlots were 3-0f-13 from the
free-throw line in that stretch,
with Abu Hamilton — one of the
team’s leading scorers — missing

»

five times, By the time the streak
ended, St, Clair had a 65-52 ad-
vantage.

It never got close after that.
Todd McNeil led SC with 24
points. Steve Whitlow had 14,
Tony Maclejewski scored 12 and
Hamilton netted 11. Clair Volk-
er's 22 led the Skippers; Brian
Coleman had 20, Curtis Clark 14
and Jason Schafer 10.

St Clair is also 5-5 overall, but
in a game ahead of SC in the con-
ference at 1.0,

® ST. CLAIR 83, SC 61: In wom-
en's basketball, the Lady Ocelots
fell behind by 10 at the helf and
never recovered in losing at home
to St. Clair CC Wednesday.

Cindy Muha led SC with 14
points. Angle Cerno added 13. Al-
icia Kollmorgan's 24 was best for
the Lady Skippers, who have won
the past two Eastern Conference
titles,

“The difference was they
played harder,” said SC coach
Jack Grenan., ‘They had tougher

- defense, in our face. Their pres.

sure disrupted our offense,

"We didn't play hard. We did
not play s a8 team. I'm disap-
polnted, upset — thero was no in-
unaity." This is the worst game we

played.” .
SC slipped to 48 overall, 0-1 In
the conference.
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