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SWIMMING

New coach, same talent,

BY Ciinus McCosky
STAFE WRITER
The new coach fxn't much older
han his swimmers, but he's been
Zthround long enough to know and
sinppreciate the tradition of Nortf
riFormington swimming,
*vt “That's one thing I'm ruully
vgmng to try and preserve,” sakd
+4 Dan Knipper, 0 1990 North Furm-
'ingwn grad who replaces Jon Teal
s the Raiders’ head conch, “We
ot away from the team concept
*for a couple of years there, but
l lust year was a big t.hnm.,c We
3 swam 88 o team; we cheered ns a
3 team. We were really Loulhu sl
i L want thut to continue.”
1" The other thing Knipper wants
{ to continve i the team's top 10
4 scoring at the Class A state meet.
¢ The team placed cighth last sea-
: son,
v “We have a little less this y
:bul. 1 think it'll work out,
i Knipper, a former  All-Area
‘ breaststroker. “The rest of the
{ area lost some good swimmers,
vtoo, T think we will be just as
¢ good, if not hetter, than we were
st year."

¢ By Cunts McCosky
ESTARF WHITER

8 When 2 coach suys he thinks
+his teom can make o strong run at
‘fourth place, the temptation is to
2smirk and say, “Gue, conch, don't
sset such lofty Fual
' But when you're talking about
‘Western Lakes boys -mlmmm;,.
ourth plece can be a worthy nspi-
*ration,

1. “We are going to have an excit-
«ing year,” said Farmington coach
o058 Bnml). “1 don't see us as a
ampionship team. Not in this
‘lungus: Butl du see us fighting for
I'nnrlh place.”

Remember, the Western Lakes
‘put six teams among the top 15 in
ithe state last year. Remember, the
'Wenu.m Lakes produced two
\lme champions and 13 other top
six finishers, .

Placing fourth in the Western
Lakes is 1 big nccomplishment,

¢ “If we swam downriver or on
the enst side, we'd be a power,”
Suid Barily, who is in his 11th
year at Furmingtnn. “Warren
Waonds Tower won't even invite us
hack for their nlny mect hecnuu
we dominated it last year,”

Buandy, and co-coach Mark Hol.
dridge, return o young but talent.

Main men: North Farming-
ton will again be led by all-
staters Karl Kozichi (left)
and Jon Kershaw.

The

easans the Raiders ought
to be every bit as good: perennial
All-Area and  all-state  senfors
Karl Kozicki and Jon Kershaw,
Kozicki was second in the state
in the 200 individual muediey
(1:56.13) and third in the 500 free-
style (4:37.38).
“The kid s a machine,”
Knipper suid. *He works so hard
and just gets better and better,™

ol team led by juniors Scott
Brown (sprint freestyle, back-
struke), Jun Reed indi-

:North seeks WLAA title

Kozicki was the team's lone
highlight Tuesday in the team's
season-opening loss at Dearborn
(53-33), He won the 200 IM
(2:07.81) andl the 500 (5:11,0),

Kerahaw, who took second in
the 50 free at Dearborn, pluced
fourth at the state in the 200 freo
(1:43.2) and sixth in the 100 free
(47.23) lnst seuson,

“Those two, plus scenior Drew
Sopha and sophomore Jason
Speer, ought to score at the state
meet,” Knipper said,

Sopha placed second in the 100
hutterfly at Dearborn (57.78).

With Sopha, Kershaw and Koz-
icki, North has three-fourths of
its 200 medley relny team that
placed eighth at state,

Other top returnces for North
are senior Chris Drelles (butter.
fly, backstroke), juniors Rynn
McKelley (breaststroke) nnd
Charlic Jacobs (freestyle), sopho.
mores Phil Zald (brenststroke),
Jay Rands (distance free) and
Briun Rajd) (backstroke),

Leading newcomers  include
sprinters Pat Duthie and Steve
Darnell.

‘Falcons swimmers poised
for a breakthrough season

Farmington Harrison
First the good news. Senior

vidual mediey) and Steven Seanio
(all strokes).

Brown, an All-Area swimmer
last year, placed fourth at the
Western Lakes with o school-
record 5654 in the 100 back-
stroke. He also helped Farming.
tan set records in the 200 medley
undl 200 freestyle reluys,

Reed, who was voted the team's
most valunble swimmer last year,
was fousth in the conference in
the 500 free (4:55.49) and seventh
in the 200 free (1:50.32).

Sconio scored in the 100 and
200 free.

Other top returnees are seniors
Don Boyer (fifth in the 100 free),
Chris Frump, Mike Enlmlrg and

Mark Strohmaier. isn’t at all the
same diver he was a year ago. He's
much, much better.

“He's really worked hord and
come o long wi said fourth-
year Harrison couch Lisa Collins.
I expect him to be right up there
with the best in the lengue and he
should qualify for the state
meet,”

Now the bad news. The Hawks
only have 13 swimmers on their
roster which means another low-
er-division finish in the Western
Lakes,

“Being this small !mrl\ in duat
meets, lmt everybody is giving 100
percent,” Collins said, *Hopeful-
Iy, we will Eet some goad individ-
ual results,”

1h!.- top returnee is senlor Nat

Mark  Kurzer and
Danny Belanger.

Bandy is also excited about n
\

1 for state
nu-et in the 100 butterfly,

Other returnces nre  juniors
Mxkc Schaner and Mark Springer,

lorge fi cluss that i
John Hawkins, Tom Seley, Chris
Owen, Matt Crawford and diver
Jefl Thomas,

“I think we are more hnlul and
have more depth this year,” Ban-
dy said, “The kids are working
hard, Something really good could
huppen for us this year,”

Chris Bniley, D.
Connor and Chris Hoffee. Ju
Mike Korby is out for the first
time.

The Hawks atso have a promis-
ing freshmon class: Jesse Her-
man, Rob Trouer, Jefl Kohler,
Mike Glassen, Aaron Bax and
Dave Kupferer,

Season to open with a splash

There will he more at stake
thon one might think when Plym.
outh Salem hosts the annual
Western Lakes Activities Associ-
ation Relay Meet Saturday.

Cuo.xponsured by the Plymouth
and Canton Rotary clubs, the re-
Iny meet is thaught by many to be
a somewhat fun event, with sever-
al events that will never appear in
a dual meet. Swimmers are al-
lowed to start the season racing in
events in which they never get an-
other chance to compete,

Like the crescendo relay, which
consists of four freestyle legs of
different distances: 50, 100, 150
and 200 yards. Or the 200 butter-
fly, the 200 backstroke, and the
200 breaststroke relays, or the 400
individual medley relay (each
swimmer does a 100 IM).

In all, there are 10 relays {(ine
cluding diving, in which the top
two divers from cach school com-
hine scores). Others that are more
familinr are the 200 and 400 med-
ley relays, and the 200 and 400
freestyle relays.

Still, as Salem conch Chuck Ol-
son explained, there may be more
up for grabs than anticipated.

“Whoever wins it puts a little
pressure on their back,” said Ol.
son, whose team happens to be
the defending relays champ. “I'd
sny that 80 percent of the time,
whoever wins the relay mecet wins
the conference meet.

“But it's that ather 20 percent
of the time that warries you."”

The Rocka followed that script
last season, winning hoth, Olson

helieves his Leam will be in the
hunt for another WLAA title, but
there are plenty of ehallengers:
Northville, North  Farmington,
Canten, Livonia Stevenson and
Livonia Churchill ull have strong
tenms, Livonia Franklin's pro-
gram has returned, and Farmi
ton, according to Olson, has
hest team in a number of yeal

Will it show this weekend?
That's” hard to predict, Olson
said, “The meet is suppored to be
fun, but some conches ke to
make it really fun and not put
lllng monkey on their back,” he
snid.

‘That “monkey™ i expectation,
Who will bear it will he decided
Saturday, starting at 1 p.m. at Sn-
lem's pool.
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