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lack laughs

By Bos SADLER
SPECIAL WIITER

The comedy album has become a sort of lost art,
in this age of 24-hour comedy cable TV channels
and an abundance of clubs providing the live stuff
to willing audiences. Gone are the days of the
scratchy (from overplaying) Bill Cosby, Robert
Klein and Bob Newhart long-play vinyl records,

Despite the fact that compact discs and cas.
settes have replaced vinyl (and provided a higher
quality, lenger lasting format for listening to com-
edy), you don't find many stand.up performers
relensing their material for the masses to just take
alisten,

That's why it’s intriguing to see three different
comtics releasing athums during this gilt buying
time of year. Would you want something from
Adam Sandler, Martin Lawrence or Andrew Dice
Clay in your stocking this year? Read on.

they're all gonna laugh at you! — Adam San-
dler (Warner Bras,)

Given the wacky talents of this young perform.-
er, scen weekly on “Saturday Night Live,” my ex-
pectations were highest for this album. In San-
dler's debut album, the man responsible for hilari-
ous characters like Cojun Man and Opera
should have the chanee to spread his wings be-
yond the hounds of network television and enter-
tain listeners with u whole new set of characters
and soon-to-classic bits,

At least, one would think so.

Despite guest spota throughout from SNL bud-
dies Rol: Schaeider, David Spade and Tim Mead-
ows and a cameo from new “Late Night" host
Conan O'Brien, “they’re all gonnn laugh at you!”
falls short on both the laughter and creativity,
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Here's your guide to the best of what's
going on — laughter wise — on New
Year's Eve:

W Boys will ba boys, men will ba pigs... The
most wanted ticket in town to usher in
1994 is Tim Allen, who's doing two
sold-out shows at the Fox Theater at
6:30 and 9:30 p.m. Lowell Sanders
will also appear with Detroit’s own
Master of Masculinity, who {according
to the Hollywood buzz) is working on a
motion picture project in addition to his
gig on television’s number one show.

M “Toasting® in the New Year... At Ann
Arbor's MainStreet Comedy Showease,
loca) favorite Heywood Banks will
appear for two shows, His live act is
hilarious — too bad his locally-pro-
duced television show (scen an WJBK.
TV2) is so unfunny. Call 996.8080 for
reservations,

M Two heads are bettor than one... Espe-
cially when talking about the dynamic
rock’n’roll comedy duo of Malone &
Nootcheez, who will jam at Mark Rid.
ley'a Comedy Castle for two shows, Call
542-8900 for reservations,

M Gat the whale stary... Chaplin's West
presents “Michigan’s Premicre Story.
teller,” Norm Stulz for two fun-filled
shows. Call 6318866 for reservations.

And if Bowl Games are not your thing
on New Year's Day:

M One of the baddast of them all... The Fox
‘Theatre continues its comedy shows on
dJan, 1 when Sinbad headlines a show
at 8 p.m. (about the same time Florida
State and Nebraaka kick off at the
Orange Bowl, Tickets are available at
TicketMasters, the Fox box office, or
charge at 645-6666. —Bob Sadler

LOOKING AHEAD

What to watch for in Street Scene next week:

# Christina Fuoco looks at what will be happen.
ing New Year's Eve,

W John Monaghen’s look at the latest in alterna-
tive movies,

ska spotlight would
shine upon the
idwest.

Many of the first U.S. ska bands
like Fishbone and Bim Skala Bim
came out of the East or West coasts,
By natural selection, therefore, the
Midwestern scene hos been largely
ignored,

“It's just the way things are,” The
Exceptions guitarist Ryan Reeves
soid matter-of-factly, “The first
(skn) bands came from Boston (such
as) Bim Skala Bim. The Toasters
are from New York, and these guys
started it in 1986 - Fishbone from
California, With bands like these
paving the way, many people think
it's only the East and West coasts.”

B STREET BEATS

Things may change now that
Jump Up Records in Chicago has
released “American Ska-Thic: A
Portralt of Midwest Ska Past and
Present” with distribution help
from Moon and Cargo records, The
Exceptions, who contributed the
single *I Hate Mornings,” will host
and headline a record release party
for the compilation on Monday, Dec.
27, at St. Andrew’s Hall in Detroit.
‘The party will also include perfor.
mances fram Livonia-based The
Skolars (“Rude Gisl") and Grand
Rapids’ Mustard Plug (“Grow Up").

The CD contains singles from 18
other Midwest bends including sev-
erat from the Detroit acea such as
the Parka Kings ("Jacked") and the
now-defunct Jack Kevorklan & The
Suicide Machines (“Hey”), Detroit
Musie Award winners and long-time
Detroit ska favorites Gongater Fun
contributed their cover of AC/DC’s
“You Shook Me All Night Long"”
with help frem the horn section
from Steady Earnest, an offshoot of
Bim Skaln Bim.

‘The cover of the CD, by veteran
ska cartoonist and Marvel Comic
contributor Evan Dorkin, is a pare-
dy of the painting “American Goth-

ie,” hence the name.

‘The bands on the CD and sched-
uled to pegform at the show share an
element often missing in o lot of
current musice, according to compi-
tation erganizer Chuck \'Iren.

“It s real live music,” snid Wren
who hosts n ska rilio show un

Uni

western ska is llmt good due to the
freshness of it,”

Ska in general, however, is an of+
ten overlooked musieal style moking
it unfamiliar to many people, Skn is
dJumaien’s first independent musical
export, 2 to Wren, Upon its

WNUR at North

in Chicugu. "We went through o
trend that went through a very
pressed-out musical (style), but ska
i live. There are so ninny bands in
the Midwest thot kee ing over-
looked and I'm sick of i

According to Gangster Fun's
drummer Brian Bowie, compared ta
its predecessors, Midwestern ska is
in its infant stages. It will Lie recog-
nized more as it matives,

“The Midwestern ska seene is
very young when you compure it
with New York and San Francisco
Bay area a lot of ska honds are
young and really don't have it to-
gether,” he said. “T don’t think Mid-

crention in the lOGOu it absorbed el-
ements of West Indh.-u calypso and
Anmerican jnzz, During the 1980s,
English hands such as Madness and
‘The Stranglers added more energy
to the beat and popularized the
style.

‘Taday's ska sounds incorporate a
variety of influences from Fish.
hone's funk heats to the rock sound
of the Mighty Mighty Bosstones,
Wren said.

Wit separates ska from reggoe is
“it’s faster and more cnergetic, Reg-

gne m"m(m. ofa uka on hnlluclnn-
1

headline the
record re-
lease party
for “Ameri- <.
can Ska- =
Thic:A Por-
trait of Mid- | «
west Sha :
Past to Pres-
ent.”

HAs 13ox ARHICS

‘Fhe typieal sko band looks likea |
musical army which uses s its .
Wwenpons strony percussion, two or
maore vocalists, n horn kection, and
gruitars and bosses which are
plucked more than played,

“That is the extea punch,” said
The Skolars’ Mark Penxa “Horns
are §o unique hecaus 80
ugninst the norm (of modern mu.
nic).”

The energy generated by the mu-
sicians bombards its listeners who
hop, jump awl run in place to the
I)cut — commonly referred to as o

“skanking.” Most of those who
skank are called Rude Boya or Rude
Girls (“Rudies”) and ure generally
clad in baggey plaid or black suits,
skinny ties, pork-rimmed hots and
Doc Marten shoes or loafers,

gons, ined The E:
trambonist Jim Hofer.
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Wally Pleasant' Performs Dec.
21 during Lili's Christmas
Party at Lili’s in Hamtramck.

When Wally sings, people listen :

By CinusmiNa Fuocoe
Syarr Wuiten

Commanding the attention of noisy
patrons in & college bar isn't an casy
task — especinlly by a fresh-faced
man I with nn guitar,

py Birthday,” he looks up and says
silyly “1 told them it was your hirth-
day.

Not really, but that's the playful
xpu-ll. of Wully Pleasant.
peaple mkc his charac-

But when Wully Pieasant starts
*humerous songs with o
t's almost like Hutton
everybaly listens.

He piques a chuekl t of featerni-
ty guys and sotority girls when hL
slngs *] Wasn ’]‘ecnnrn Republi

Most women aren't offended when
he tells one of his tales of woe “She's
Addicted to Clothes.”

The soft-spuken Pleasant even cor-
riea over his sly sense of humor inte
his off-stage life. When the waitper-
sons ot an area restaurant walk
through the restunennt singing “Hap-

ter too seriously, For example, & wom-
un who was interviewing Pleasant
once asked him to answer queations
in a “Spinal Tap" fashion. She want.
el him to act clueless and push
records thut didn't even exist, he said
rolling his eyes and smiling.

Pleasant, a graduate of Birming-
ham Groves High School nnd Michi-
gan State University, ian't all ahout
humor, however, Some of his “radio
friendly" songs — as he calls them —
like “1 Hate Cops” may have his
teademark schtick, but the words arc
biting, s0 much so that it’s almest

i
.

funny.

“It’s good to have a certain amount
{of humor); 1 use humor ta get peo-
ple’s attention,” said Pleasant who
now lives in St. Johns, north of Lans-
ing. .

Pleasant, who's often compared' to
Jonathan Richman, snid he likes peo-
ple to “go awoy with a smile” al-
though many of his sungs have mes-
LI

I don't try to give speeches, or di-
vulge my deepest psychological feel-
ings,” Pleasant safd,

“I try to be entertaining and [ want
to do records and live shows that peo-
ple are vnlurlmnml by. If that’s a no-
velty, so be it”

Sce WALLY, GC

Monday, Dec, 20
THE JARIBU SHAHID QUARTEY
Aivin's, 5756 Cass, Detroll. azz)
832.2355
ATRIBE CALLED QUEST
th De La Soul ot Industry, 15 5. Soginaw,
Pontloc. (hip-hop)
(810) 334-19!

Tuesday, Dec. 21
CHIBKL BROS,
AMn's, S756 Coss, Detroll. (thythm &
blues]
355

ROTHERS QR
twll‘lm Pig. 2064;08 S. First St., Ann Arbor,
olternal

196-8555

Lll.l'l CHRISTMAS PARTY

IN CONCERT

Wednesday, Dec. 22
TENSION SPLASH
Blind Pip, 206-208 S. First S1., Ann Arbor,
(ulmmnuvn rock}
968555

I'IOIE NOLL
Metro Musicafe, 2919 Biddle, Wyandotte.
(blue )

82.8900

cmnuu KT JAM

The Ollies, Crossed Wire, SisterSeed,
, Wolk on Water, B Slock, Scott

Fab, Mooshka, The Mutos nnd Beathierhood

Recipee play dcoustic sets of Chiistmas

and nII senson muslc nl llklllslry. 158, Sa-

glnaw, é

{BIO}&S‘ I99

FERKDALE TONIGHT

Wit host dohn D. Lo at the Mopic Dag.
Woodward at Nino Milo, Femdate,

(810} 544.3030

FRANK ALLISON

Gotham City Cafe, 22848 Woodword, north
of Nine. Mnla‘ ananlm {ncoustic}

,(810) 398.7.

Thursday, Dec. 23

CHISELBROS.

ANif's, 5756 Cass, DetroR. (dyihm &
blucs)

532 2355

EAMSCAPE
Wllh Threshold ot Griff's. Gnlf 49 N, Sag)
naw, Pomlnc. aitemative
(am) 2

wnn AI Hil) a1 BIind Pig, 206-208 S. First
St., Ann Arbor. (oltemative rock)

FRANK ALLISON AND THE ODD 80X
LI1| '8, 2930 Jocoh, Homiramck. (aliemptive

ock)
375 6555

ANGHELL
With Damsel and Jerry's Kids m Enloum re.
140 Moy nle (detween First and Sccond),

Saturday. Dec, 25

HIMKALI.ISON
from Chrisimas* paity a1 Sha.
uowbox Bu(c 17 owbmlée. Ham.

g
Sunday, Dec. 26

MAJESTY CRUSH

Headhnes Three Floors of Love Club nl Sl
Androw’s Hall/The Shelter, 431 E,
§wss. Deuoll. (etherent altietnative m\:ﬁj

nnrloou POETS

Blind PIg, 206-208 S, Tirst St., Ann Asbor,
{altembtive rock)

996.8555

WINTER JAZZ JAM SESSION

Metropolian Lodge, 50 Manchester, High- .
land Park,

oz
BE8.7829 o¢ 345-5532 .




