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True faith is examined in ‘Saints’

BY JonN MONAGHAN
BIrECIAL WRITER

She sits quictly on the slde of
her hed, nsking for a miracle. “1f 1
sit perfectly still for five min-
utes,” she prays nloud to God,
“then please moke the message
from 'tho Virgin Mary one of

peace.’

This child-ltke bellef never
leaves Therese, one of the he-
roines in Nancy Savoca’s new film
“Houschold Saints.,” This un-
compromising comedy about fam-
ily and faith, net in New York's
Little Italy, plays in a limited run
at the AMC Abbey in Madison
Heighta.

‘The movie, which spans a 20-
year perlod from roughly 1950 to
1970, begins when  bachelor
butcher Joseph Santangelo (Vin.
cent D'Onofrio) wins his wife ina
card game. The prospect isn't all
that horrible for 17.yenr-old
Catherine (Tracey Ullman), who
has spent most of her life caring
for a father and brother.

She moves into the Santangelo
heme with Joseph and his mother
(Judith Malina). According to the
old lady, Catherine isn't pretty
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carly scenes as a 17-year-old but
grows Into motherhood well,

enough, doesn't cook well, and
perpetuates o family curae. When

a classic Carol Brady
hairdo from the carly 1970s.

Lili Taylor, who playa teenage
‘Therese, the bizarre, an.

Catherlne 1t preg
Catherlno's head swima with Old
Country superstitions,

A first child is still-born while a
second, Therese, grows up amidst
dard inge of Catho-

gelic quality that makes her char-
acter so fosclnating. She's the
kind of girl who never has a mean
thought enter her head. Instead of
turning away in dlsgust from her

leoholic uncle, she prays for him

the

lie school and church, The differ-
ence {s that while most of the gitls
are grabbing smokes in the bath-
room ond talking about boys,
Therese thinks up:new ways to
serve God,

True inspiration comes when
Therese learns about her St
Therese, “The Little Flower,”
whose ordinory life was filled with
acts of faith, She will follow in the
saint’s footsteps and, once gradu.
ated from high scheol, will join
the Carmelite Sisters.

Tracey Ullmoan, whose Fox
comedy show remains among the
past * decade’s  cloverest, still
hasn't made the leap to movies
well. She’s too clownish in her

c@medy from page 4C

to &eek the guidance he necds to
bueeome a better person,

Same of the subpl ial

What does she do Instead? She
makes a movie about religion, tra-
ditionally box office poison. De-
spite tho financial and emotional
becking of Academy Award-
winner Jenathan Demme and sol-
id word of mouth, the movic was
abandoned by the Main Theatre
in Royal Qak, where it might have
brought out mere of the casually
curious,

It's precisely this uncompro-
mising quality that makes Savoca
a foscinating filmmaker and her

Hi hold Saints” such a heart-

T
Iy the one about the uncle’s ab-
sesaion with Aslen women, are
too hokey not to have come from
real life. You get the feeling that
writer and co-dlrector Savoca
wasan't only listening carefully to
the stories around her family din-
ner table, but taking elaborate
notes.

It would have made good Holly-
wood sense for Savoca, who
received positive reviews for her
previous “True Love” and “Dog-
fight," to deliver a popular movie.
‘This would give her the clout to
maoke subscquent projects her
way,

Perhaps the Beavis and Butthead
generation may enjoy some of
this, but how many references to
sell-gratification of o sexunl na.
ture can listener stand? Bodily
function apd enatomical humor
can be funny in small doses, but
unfortunntely, Sandler's writing
doesn't leave the gutter for most
of the album.

Among the nlbum'a highlights
aré o few rongs, which feature
Sandler alongslde G.E, Smith and
the SNL rhythm section. “The
Thanksgiving Song” is the song
made fomous on SNL last year.
“Food Innuendo Guy™ should be
o morning radio clessic, and
“Lunchlady Langd” features Son.
dler’s impression of Ax] Rose.

Talkin’ 8.t — Martin Law-

From the title alone, you have
on iden of what to expect from
this album, the debut release
from tha star of the Fox television
series “Martin” and the host of
HBO's "Def Comedy Jom.” Con-
sidering Lawrence's influences in
comedy, most notably Richard
Pryor and Eddie Murphy (with
whom he appeared in the movie
“Boomerang'™), the man's humor
is not for the faint of heart,

This album probably had the
most laughs of the three, although
you won't find Lawrence original
in anyway. He touches on aoll the
major themes black comics fre.
quently touch on — poking fun at
Michocl Jackson, Mike Tyson,
Oprah Winfrey and Luther Van-
dross, among others. He

And, of course, he ends with a dis-
cugsion of bodily functions.

The Day the Laughter Died
Part II — Andrew Bicc Clay
(American)

‘There's nothing the former An-
drew Clay Silverstain can do any-
more to shock us, right? With his
latest album, Clay makes a radi-
cal departure from his past mate-
rinl and takes his arrogant raun-
chy personn to new Dbelligerent
heights, This man admits that he
harhors intense hated for every.
thing and everyone and {a politi.
cally incorrect by design.

Be forewarned, this is not a
comedy album by any means, Lis-
tening to this 72-minute perform-

D

,how blacks and whites differ

ance, ded st field’s in
New York City, reminded me of
the latter days of the late Lertny

Bruce.

rence {(EnstWest Records when it comes to parenting, get-
Amecrien) ting high, boxing and having sex.
+ Authentic
! Traditional

Dinner 543

Try a new 125(e sensation. 's 2 htde Dit of everything sweet, sour, hot and spicy.
From lemon shrimp Soup 10 peant chicken. Your sanses wil be delghied.

Dally I‘""“'}&“,','g,‘ 5695

GKOK CLUB

Southtiold Road boteen 12 and 13 Mile Roads
Southtleld Commons 569-1400

“Best of Delroil™
1993 Delroit Monthly

EW YEAR'S EVE

' 27777 Schoolcraft

CELEBRAYION at .’
ROMA'S

BANQUET FACILITY
of Garden Clty
(Newly Remodcled)

32550 Cherry Hill

11 B1k. West of Inkster Rd.)
Livonia

1 BIk, East of Venoy)
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& pork sausage
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You'll save
when you
shop today's
Classifieds!

felt and moving work.

If you have o comment for John
Monaghan, call him at 953.2047,
mailbox 1866, on a Touch-Tone
phone, or write to him care of
Street Scene, Observer & Eccen-
tric Newspapers, 36251 School-
croft, Livonia, MI 48150,

‘Have Yourself

A Merry Little Christmas’

— Vudu Hippies

Unlike most Chri:
this one is short and to the
point, It includes only two ver-
sions of the clasgic holiday
song — an extended version
and ane that's shortened for ra-
dio airplay.

Singer Rene Paquette, oce
companicd solely by pianist
Randall Sly, smoothened out
her trademark vibrato volce for
the song recorded ot The Tem-
permill studlo in Ferndale. Her
dynamic version of the song
proves that the Vudu Hippies
deserve more attention than
they get.

As  bassist Chris  “Tree"

CDs,
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Newberg says, the song will
“make you (eel warm and fuz-
2y, yet cold and prickly.”

The CD, which features cov-
er art by photographer Tony
Spinn, is available exclusively
at Hormony House. Proceeds
from the sale of the CD bene-
fits the Eleanore Glynn Thom
Foundation which benefits
cancer research, alcohol and
drug rehabilitation, and college
scholarships,

-Christina Fuoco
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Don't spend the holiday

Use Observer & Eccentric Personal Scene ads to find

that special someone. To browse through a variety of
voice introductions call

1-900-454-8088

#1.49 per minute

y fegeto place o
ponss fom

Frosty
loves the outdoors

iing, sledding, etc.}
o avehile cuddling
in front of a warm fire,
seeking lce Princess
tor cool times. Call
sogupeguinind after
Sp.m.

season alone.

THERE'S SOMEONE
FOR EVERYONE.% |

gentleman

¢
:%

Y

To place a Personal Scene Ad, call 591-0900

@bserver & Eccentric

8d. The Observer & Eccentic assumes no Fabiy for the conent,

any
fous), Kabiity.

Participants agres y

this publication rasponsible for any cost,

such advectsament Tha advertser agrees,
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leave hishar tetephone aumber, laxt name of nddret s In hivhar greeting massage.

any reply 1o

Rock Out, 1993.

\

Boll n,1994 .

i
%’f, Our New Year's Eve Celebration is

sounding better than ever. An
unfazgettable cvening of dining
and dancing. Al in our beautitul
Rallroom, :\nq when its all aver

take the elevator safely home,

Dance vour way into the New Year at
Marriowt, We're plaving your s-;ng to
the tunc of only $219 per couple. Call

{or reservations,

wonaANarriott.

17100 Laurrd Pack Drhve Tivonia. bbniwesn 42182 (113 8421100
fust Ask For Reservations




