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Hoop shoot stars

ight Farmington youths were crowned

champlons in the Elks Lodge Hoop Shoot

competition, Kellie Schwagle hit 23 of 25 to
win the gitls 12-13 division and post the best score
of the competition, Other winners were Anthony
Foletti (boys 8.9), Goyle Ternes (girls 10-11), Matt
Derocher (boys 14), Raji Bedi (boys 10-11),
Lindsey Abbott (girla 8.9), Colin Short (boys 12«
10) and Amy Roble {girls 14). Al but the 14-year.
old winners will ndvance to regional competition
at Livonia Churchill, Jan. 8.

The 1 were: Sarah M (girls 8-
9), Mike Faletti (boys 10-11), Ashley Cooley (girls
10-11), Shawn Lausia (hoys 12-13), Beth Jager
(girls 12-13) and Michael Larges (buys 8-9),

FHS swim win

¥ n the wake of ita chompionship at the Weat-
1 ern Lakes Relays (see story on this page), the

Farmington swim tcam posted an impressive
116-65 dual meet victory againat Livonia Church-
{ll on Tuesday. The Falcons won the last four
events to pull away.

Scott Brown won the 100-yard backstroke
(58.06), Danny Belanger won the 100 breast stroke
(1:06.0) end Den Boyer won the 50 freestyle
(23.78). Jon Reed, Steven Scanio, Boyer and
Brown teamed to win the 400 freestyle relay
(8:35,88), Chris Frump, Matt Kurzer, Reed and
Scanio took the 200 free relay (1:09.02). Brown,
Belnnger, Rich Hammon and Boyer won the 200
medley relay (1:47.56).

C'ville spikers 1st

racy Sledz had 21 kills in 35 attacks Satur-
day, lending Livonia Clarenceville ta the
Southiield Christian velleyboll tournament
champlonship.

Clarcnceville beat the host Engles in the finals,
15-2, 15-6, after downing Dearborn St. Alphonsus
in the semifinals, 15.1, 15-0. The Trojans also
scored preliminary round wins over Lutheran
High Westland (15.1, 15-2), St. Alphonaus (151,
15-0) and Southfield Christian (16-7, 15-0).

Jaime Zemke and Wendy Roy added 17 and 14
kills, respectively, for the victorious Trojons.

Chris Nunnery served 13 nces and hod 12 digs.
Elizabeth Trybus added eight aces, Setter Kriaten
Przegendza collected 4G assists in 82 attempts.

Vardar beats Vardar

® Vardar's under-16 boys soccer team took first
place recently at a regional indoor iti

Shocker: FHS rules

The Falcons figured to be in the thick of the chase
Saturday at the Western Lakes Relays, but they cer-
@ tainly didn't expect to win it oll, But they did, for the

9 first time in the team’s history, and raised eyebrows
all across the area,

Sebmre s

By Citrus McCosKy
STarr WITER

Ross Bandy was cold and his
clothes were sonking wet. He didn't
have any thing to change into, and he
could already feel the cold coming on.

But he never felt better in his life,

“This was the most theilling
moment of my coaching career,” said
Bandy, whose Farmi i

like wo did was quite a shock. It felt
wonderful.”

Farmington won two ecvents and
placed second in three others to score
231 points, Plymouth Salem was sec-
ond (223) and Plymouth Canton was
third (194).

“We have thia in the right perspec-
tive," Bandy sald, “1 know North
Farmi was without ita two best

dunked him into the Plymouth Salom
pool Saturdny after they won the
Western Lokes Relays for the first
time ever. “We came in hoping to
place in the top four. But to win it

kids (Ker! Kozicki and Jon Kershaw),
and I know Salem was disqualified In
one event and Northville didn’t put o
reloy in the last event. But people
opened the door for us and we tip-

toed on in,”

Farmington won the 400-yard med-
ley relay with Scott Brown, Danny
Belanger, Jon Reed and Don Boyer
swimming a 3:54.1. Steven Scanio,
John Hawkins, Belanger and Reed
tenmed for o 4:04.38 to win the 400
individual medley reloy.

The Falcons took second in the 200
backstroke, 200 butterfly and 200
medley.

“We knew Farmington hod quite a
few coming back, but we didn’t know
they were that deep,” said Salem
coach Chuck Olson. “But throughout
the meet, they just kept on acoring.”

Salem took three firsts: 400 free-
style with Aaron Berlin, Ryan Petroa-
key, David Bracht and Fred Locke
going  3:31.68; 200 medley, John
McLenoghan, Andy Dettling, Mark
Dettling, Matt Martin, 1:50.43; 200
freestyle, Locke, Mare Levitt, Pat

Morgan, Bracht, 1:33.67.

“We gave quite o few upperclass-
men a chance,” Olson said, “We held
some of our kids to one event becaure
we have to find out whot kind of team
we have,”

Canton set a meet record with An-
thony Ballis and Jason Fowler team-
ing for 485.5 points.

North Farmington and Livonin
Churchill also won a pair of events.

For North, Ryan McKelley, Paul
Ryan, Phil Zald and Drew Sopha won
the 200 breast stroke in 2:01.9. Jason
Speer, Pat Duthie, Chris Drelles and
Supha won the 200 butterfly in
1:47.48.

Churchill's Rol: Grant, Rob Jones,
Jon Carlson and Mark Campbell wan
the 200 backstroke (1:499). Greg
Kasprzak, Grant, Corlson and Camp-
Dbell wen the 500 free in 4:27.08.

See statistical summary un 2B,

Getting

serious

Vellucci yearning to turn promise into reality

By Cunis McCosky
STark Wiiter .

The problem is, Moma Vellucei
didn’t raise no goon.

“1 atways told him to be kind and
careful,” Judy Veltucci said. “What a
fool | was, huh?”

Nt really, Her son, Mark, is kind,
considerate, warm, friendly — all
things & mother would want her son
to be.

But Mark Vellueei is 6-5, welghs
245 pounds and aspires to play hock-
cy in the NHL. His coaches don’t
want him to be kind and considerate

on the ice,

“With his slzc, he's always going to
bo a proapect,” sald formor NHLer
Lou Franceschetti, Vellueel's coach
and general monager of the Detroit
Faleons In the Colonial Hockey
League. *'He needs to step up his ag-
gressiveness and really put the fear In
the other players. He necds to take
the body on a more consistent bagis.”

‘!'Iu needs, In short, a personality

held in Akron, Ohio.

Vardar under-16 beat Vardar under-16 in the
championship, 3-0. Both teams gualify for the na«
tional indoor tourney in March in Atlanta, Ga.

Members of Vardar's under-16 squad include:
Ben Upward, Chris Charboneau, Andre Ware,
‘Tim Castillo, Jon Schack, Marco Jovanovic, T'J.
Licckfelt, Todd Smith, Nick Stockyj, Ryan Wells,
Larry Mercier, Chris Piazza, Scott Sersen, Jeremy
Stillings and Steve Williford.

Members of Vardar's under-15 team include:
Jason Alexander, Chris Curry, All Curtis, Ryan
Gibbs, Chris Glime, Kirk Hodges, Virgil Hum-
phreys, John Mack, Pat Mahoney, Kyle Marahall,
Tony Moucoulis, Matt Sarkesian, Jeff Schlicht,
Gary Shear, Wayne Thomas, Paul Van Huysen,
Corey Woolfolk. The team is coached by Mark
Christensen,

W Vardar's under-14 also qualified despite losing
to the Internationals in the final, 3-1,

Members of Vardar's under-14 team, coached by
Mott Paukovits, include: Shawn Alexander, Mar.
co Cracchiola, Joe Gallagher, Brian Garstecki, Ni-
cholas Grandchamp, Drew Harris, Steve Howson,
Lualy Leon, Vito Pampalona, Richard Perry,
Soammy Piraine, Michael Riemma, Donald Sigler,
gulﬂck Stranahan, Shawn Wilsen and Paul Yes-

oy,
@ Vardar's under-12 team, coached by Mike Lu-
pence and Vito Pampalona, also reached the final
before losing to Cleveland United, 2-1.

Members of the under-12 Vardar team include:
Vince Alexander, Chria Combs, Jeflrey Conner,
Kevin Cooper, Kenneth Furphy, Andrew Hulings,
Kelen Kalso, Harry Moreno-Compos, Trevor Pam.
palona, Kevin Robinson, Mike Robinson, Nick
and Anthony Sanchez, Robert Turpin, Andrew
Upward and Patrick Wilson.

Vardar victorious

Guess what?

8 Vordar's under-13 boys team won ita division
with a 2.1 victory over Cleveland United to cap-
ture the second annual Soccer First Tournament,
Nov. 26-28 in Columbus, Ohio.

Members of Vardar I1I '81 include: Adam King,
Nick Debraw, Eljott Belden, David Bumett, Yuri
Burrell; Corey Cecchint, Marcua Chotvat, David
Dwaihy, Josh Epsteln, Danny Ferrin, Victor Gor-
don, Steve Kleczynski, Steve Kolb, Tyler Mehl,
Rajev Mehta, Tom Thomphson, Stewart Yinget.
The team in coached by Mark Christensen.

1 Vardar under-16 topped Ohlo Premier, 3-1, to
lwln {:s division for tho sccond-atraight year in Co-
umbus.

e

“With my sizc, they cxpect physical
play from me,” said the 21-year-old
Vellucei, who graduated ftom Farm-
ington High School in 1990, “They
don't really want me to be n goon, but
they want me to be there when the
rough stull starts,

“But I've never played that way be.
forc. When 1 played juniors {for Com-
puware, we weren't allowed to fight,
You'd get muspended. It's a style 1
have to adjust to,”

‘The other thing working againat
him is that, with his size, players
aren't exactly lining tp to fight him.

“The players see me on the ice and
they just assume I'm some kind of
psycho,” he aaid, “They give me a lot
of space. It's kind of hard to mix it up
whc'g people are running away from
me. o

The few times ho did drop the
gloves,- he's "handled  himsell' quite
well. In his" first game with the Fal-
cons, he took on Brantford's Jason

the East Coast league for excessive
?ghling, and by all accounts whipped
him.

Later he fared well against St.
Thomas' Darren Miciek, one of the
league’s toughest and now a member
of the Falcons.

“I think those fights showed them 1
coutd do same stuff,” Vellucci said.

Franceschetti agrecs,

“I think he’s still a long ways from
where he'd like to be,” he sald. “This
ia a big year for him as far as the tran-
sition goes. He needs to put himself
in a position where he can do big
things here next yoar.”

The long journey

Beforo talking nbout where Vellue-
ci’s hockey career might Le going, it's
pertinent to look back on where it's
been.

As late as last summer, it looked
like his dreams of playing profesaion-
al hockey were over. It looked like his
legacy to hockey would be as the
brother of Mike Vellueci (who played
four gomes with the Hartford
Whalers in the 1988-89 scason and {8
now rink manager at Compuware’s

Oak Park Arena) and as the guy who "

Eric Lindroa lived with in 1990 and
1991 when they both played for Com-

uware,

“I figured I was just going to go to
community college full-time and try
to Mgure out what I wanted to do,”
Vellucci said. 1 looked into playing
Division III college hockey in New
York and took all the tests, but it fell
through because of money. I figured it
was time to hang up the skates,”

That would have been a premature
conclusion to a carcer that had the P.
word written on it from the time he
was 10 years old — the word that Vel-
lucci despiscs more than any other:
Potential,

From the firat time he put on
skatea, Mark Vellucel was bigger and
better than most of the kids he played
aRainst,

Taylor, a guy who was kicked out of

Sce VELLUCCH, 3B

Gentle glant: Farmington High product Mark Vellucci is a
nice, friendly, laid-back kind of guy and that's exactly what
NHL scouts don't like about him. They do, hc wever, tike his

6-5,

1t

skills and ki

45-pound frame.
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OU has a record-fest at Madonna’s expehsé

By Curis McCosky
STAFY WiITER

Herc’s why o first-year Division I11°
basketball team xhoul'd never, under

How bad was it? With just four sec.

i onds remalning in the fiest half, Oak.

land was set to inbound the ball from
underncath Madonna's basket.' The
Mad gym was silent, Coach Greg

any ci le a game

ogainst an catablished, Division II

team: Madonna University acored 107

polnta Monday agninst Division II

Oakland University — and lost by 82,

188.107.°

How bad was it? Check it out:

W Cakland scored 81 points in the

firat half, 88 in the sccond. It scored.
in 85 of its 124 posscssions, And the”
team was playing without two of its”
top threo scorera (Tom Eiler, 23

Kampe stood up and yelled, “One to
Buza, one to Buza.” Everybody in the

gym knew the ball was -gulngfy! No.,

22, Dan Buza,

Everyone cxcept. the Crusaders.
The Lall was inbounded and fed in-

be talking about it at their 50th re-
union, I subbed as much as 1 could.
The guys that were in there hadn't
played much this yean but they wor
herd in practice. I can’t tell them not.
to play. That wouldn't be: faleito
them."” Ll

No, Kampe would have had to re.
mave his team from the Noor to keep
the score down, The more relevant
question would be, why? Why would
Ml ‘hedule such an

raised; Why did Madonna continue to
play run-and-gun with the Pionecra?
Why not try to slow the tempo and at
+feast keep the game from becoming n
ravesty?; , .

Pl s .
SThat's their style and that's our
style,” Kampe said. “We're just a lit-
tle better at it than they are.”

By the end of the game, OU was en-
joying five-on-one, four-on-onc and
three.on-one breaks on just nbout

0y N

side to Buza for an

layup.
That was basically the game story.
Everything OU did went virtually un-
d, The Pioncers d 57

points per game, and Ty McG

® Eight Pioncers had career-high
scoring nights, three of them set their
marks by halltime.

W Nine of the team’s 11 players
scored in doublo figures,

@ Nine team records were et includ-
ing: points in a game, points in a half,
victory margin, field goals made (63),
3-pointers made (27) and rehounds
83). .

' .

triples, yet throughout the game they
were left free on the perimeter..No
wonder they hit 27 of them, "

“I know a lot of people, are going to
wonder if we ran up the score,” said
Kompe, whose team atunned Divi-
sion I Toledo by 21 points Saturday
night. “But I don’t think so. They
scored 98 pointa in a half. That's
something these kida are golng to tatk
about the rest of their liven, They'll

1

in its own gym?
Madonna conch Bill Sharpe would

be the guy to answer that questipn,

but he wasn't talking. ,

“We got our butta kicked, and 1
don't have anything to say,” he said,
“I'm done, I'm not talking.”

- Kampa said-ho accepted the game
a8 a favor to Sharpe.

“He's a friend of mine, and ho was
having trouble getting people to play
him here,” Kompe said, “We just
worked it out where 1'll play here, and
he'l& play in our tournament (Dec, 23-
30)." .

z\.nulher question that ought to be

every .
Bryan Borchert acored 38 points to
fead OU (7-1). Kevin Kovach scored
24, Andy Brodi 22, Chris Waalik 18,
Ken Crum 18, Jeff Plank 15, Matt
Stuck 12 and Jason Burkholder 12,
Dan Buza scored 19 points and tied a
school record with six blocked shots,

For Madonna {1-12), Jay Dimes
acored 29 points and Mike Sloan had
22 with six triples,

As if the 82-point drubbing wasn't
enough for the Crusaders, it hap-
pened on the night-they had planned
their team Christmas Party.

Mesry Christmas.



