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Center has
lot to offer

just realized it will betwoycarssineeIleft the

positianofexecutivedirector ofncrisis center

andit'salmost twoyearsthat I'vebeen execu-
tivedirectorofthe Community Centerof
Farmington, Farmington Hillaat the Long Acre
house.

Sincemyinterview for this position,and each
day thatI turnintothe groundsofthe community
center Istill get that sense of serenity and a wone
derfully warm feeling from this magnificent house
and grounds,

At firstIloved thecenter foritsambience, and
astime went by forits historical value. The house
is 124 yearsold, Thecenteris enteringits 25th

year.

Most ofthe people who had lived here 26 years
sgoormore wereinvolved withthebeginningsof
center,manyofthem haveretired and moved on,
leavingthecareof Farmington, Farmington Hills
andthe roots of these two communitiestothe“new-
er"familics,

Arewe willing togive way towhatiscalled
T hed perawhorushin, makethei
markand leave? Arethechildren of Farmington,
Farmington Hillsgrowingup withasenseof pride
andresponsibility toward theircommunityandits
historicvalue? loftenask these questions because
Iameoncerned forthe futureofthecenter.

Youngadults whose parents weremarriedat
th and formerstud eturningt
totheirroots-toholdtheirreceptionsand cere-
monies herebecause ofthe ambienceand history,

Ihaveseen mostly thosame faces for the past.
-l twoyears. Itmaybebecause peopleare notthat

awareolthe center and what we have tooffer.
Deepdown, I know thatifpeaple were more
awareof the center they would want tobecome a
partolthis ¢, eitherasindividual

as families.

So, briefly, Il tellyou. We are a nonprofit, ser-
vicearganization thatsurvives with funding pro-
vided by yourattendanceatourspecial eventsand
fund.raiscrs, by your registering forclassesand by
yourrentingthe house and groundsorasingle
room foryour memorabl, ings orsemi-
narsand by you contributing duringourannunl
funddrive.

Wedonotreceive money romanycity, stateor
federal gavernment. Weare proudofthe center; in
thelnstyear,alot hasbeen accomplished, Wehave

. increased and diversified our finc and performing

, artsclnssesand are workingtoimprove ourcultur-

- almission,

Linvite youtostopintoseethecompleted

* commercinl kitchen, theinterior paintingand the

. rejuvenated wood (loors, Mectour newstaffand
keahistorical thord ) da Soe

tal tourof
whatwehavedonewithouttaxdollarsand witha

. part-ti Fand vol 1 idefull-time

rvices lisha di ding, quality service.

.{;  Visitthe2nd Edition, this quaint storc isata{Ted

-1° bytheVolunteer Guild, which offersa selectionof

. quality clothes, Would you like your weddingor

* partytobememarable? Wecan provideyou with
the perfi ing forjustnbout i

Thefive-ncre natural woodsy setting isa perfect

placeforbusy meetingsand trafning sessions.
R ly, nbusi duringtheirlunc]
break taok n walkin the misty rain throughthe
groundsand the next thing Fknewthebusiness.

+ menwere playingfootball, Funand laughteris
pm.;'n"_ded,loo. .

e s dfineart
clnsses, summercamps and socinl gatherings, We
sponsor clubs that you maybeinterested, too, likea
women'sclub, men'sclub, garden cluband the
Volunteer Guild,

Tcouldg bout what we ofler, to
really find out, you'lljusthave tocome and spend
nometlmchc:;e.‘!\lso,remember&npickupour
beoel heberirningal

September, December and April tobeinformed of
ourovents,campsand classes.
Many ofour ial haveb:

it t 5 have
inorderto

1

q
mavedon. Wemustfi
H 3

b aunlityel

¥ you
services, We haveaninjured old boilerheading for
termination, Thiscould seriously damage this
lovelybuilding, Ifyou haven't made your tax-de-
ductiblecontribution yet, please do. Anew furnace
certainly would makeusallfeel safer.
Vol 1Joi guild, They il their

i dlatemorning
dateallachedules. Active business peopleare
needed ontheboard ofdirectors. We could use your
leadershipnbilities,

Comejointh T choices
and Inmsureyoucanfind your nicheand becomea
porticipantin the community through the
Community Center.

Rosalte Degregorio is exceutive director of the
Community Center, Farmington, Farmington
Hills! She lives in Farmington Hills,

Dinghy Sharp sure knows how totella
story. Withkeen memoryand hand ges-
tures ns varied as the stories she tells,
Sharpspinsa Christmastale withasur-
prise ending,

By SuE Mason
STAFF Watten

Therearedi ways
ofexperiencingastory. You
canwrite the story; youcan
read the story; or you can
tell thestory.

For Florence Dinghy
Sharp, telling the atory is
the favorea course. Along-
time member of the Detroit Storytellers
League, Sharp has nway with stovies that
I di i i hereveryword,

With hand gestures, facial expressions nnd
voiceinflections, she moakes even puttingona
microphone sound interesting - “Getting
wired is difficult; 1feel likean astronautonn
tether”

The main “dessert” for the last of the three
fall luncheons sponsored by Schoolcraft
College's Women's Resource Center, Sharp
left participants with holiday cheeras she re-

Maglcal: Using her voice, facial expressions and hand gestures, Dinghy

i a it 2
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Sharp casts a Christmas spell over her audience.

Nast wasa 19thcentury political cartoonist
andill tor whospent tain-
ing people with his work. His version of Santa
Claus debuted in 1868. The original of the
highly recognizable lithograph that shows
Santa withaclay pipe and holly wreathis at
Greenfield Village in Dearborn, aceording to
Sharp,

Deepinterest

Herinterest in Santa includes 187 versions
-old and new - of Clement Moore's “A Visit
From 5t. Nick,” better known as “The Night
Before Christmas.” And her story repertoire
includes a Cajun version of the poem that has
Santariding a skiffand being pulled by eight
tiny ulligl\lors.

called a childhaod stary and some of the hist
ryofaurvery American Santa Claus,
A former Farmington specinl education

But esting aside, it wasthe ato-
ry withitssurprise ending that keep the nudi-

ence transfixed, 1t comes from Sharp's
Ll d holived

tencherwhohnsbeenr 1 asapioncer
inremedial education, Sharp works nsacone
sultantwithschool systemsnerossthecountry
and ns o speaker for edueational groups. She
nlgo performs storytelling pragrams for orga-
nizations and schools as well aslibraries and
hospitals.

Sheoffers a wenlth of knowledge about the
Jolly old elf. She quickly tells of his evolution
from the European St. Nicholastoa Santa
Claus who lives at the North Pole, has elves
help maketoys, and travelswith reindeer. The
talk is inter d with ions of
Victorian customs.

“Thomns Nast putSuntaClausatthe Nerth
Pole and had theelves help make the toys, but.
Mrs. Claus didn’t come along until 1927,”
Sharp said, “The reindeer cume from
WashingtonIrving.”

d, frum her grandfath holi
Maryland. Normally, the family didn't visitat
Christmas because of the weather, but one
year they did visit, much tothe delight ofher
grandfather.

“Grandpn was excited because he never got
tovenlly share Christmns with us,” she said.
“Hesnid, “There's astory 1want toshare with
you that I've wanted to share since you were
born, but couldn’t. It was told to me by my
grandfather.”

The story centered on Christmas Evein
1822 and Sharp's great-great-grandfather,
whom the family called Papa. The family lived
on asix-ncre estatein New York; Papnwasn
professor of Greek, Latin and Hebrew at what
wasthen Columbia College in New Yark City.

Papa had figured he had done all of his
choresfortheholiday,including makinganew

wax candle, when Mama reminded him still
hadtogototown toget the Christmuos goose
and moke up nstory for theiroldest daughter,
who iously il with is, Sharp
anid,

Papahitched up the team of horses to the
sleigh to head to town, It was snowing so heav-
ily that hecouldn’t see, but he knew the horses
would get him therelikethey did every day.

“The snow was s0 heavy and so wet, he
couldn't see, but then a miracle happened,”
Sharp snid, “Like turning the handle ona
pump, thesnow stopped and the wind blew
downthe Hudson River, freezingit intoicicles,
Themooncameoutanditlookedlikeadream.”

Among the things Papa saw was Peter, the
town handyman, with his big, round tummy
and flowingbeard and wearingared parka.

“Thechildren would tease him, wantingto
know ifhe tucked hisbeard in his nightie to
sleep,” Sharp recalled, “He wasalways telling
the children stories of his homeland,
Denmark, especially about St. Nicholas. He
told wonderful folk tales about his homeland,
and the children were always anxious to hear
them, especintly at Christmns.”

Peter would chopwood and deliverit tothe
homes intown, On Christmas Eve, he was
busy “givingtheonly gift he could afford, the
giftofhislabor. He wasleaving wood at every
home so noone would becold for Christmas,”
Sharpexplained.

Papn'sstory

Papagot the goose and headed home. The
children were busy getting rendy forbed. They
washed ina panofsoapy water water Mama

Sce CHRISTMAS, 2C

Happy Holidays

From us to you: As the Farmington
Observer staff looks forward to a new
year, we wish everyone happy holidays.
Staff members include: photographer
Sharon LeMieux; sports editor Dan
O'Meara; temporary reporter Sue Buck;
editor Tom Baer; sales representatives
Melissa Matthews and Roy Meadotws;
copy cditor Beth Sundrla; receptionist
Rose Butler; staff reporter Bill Coutant;
temporary reporter Diane Gale; and
staff reporter Larry O'Connor.




