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Big Wheeler’s Bone Orchard
— Big Wheeler

‘The senior citizens of the blues
community have been getting
some lang overdue recognition
over the past few years and I'm
the first to stand up and say that
it's only fitting nml proper. Ncl
iy d all of the /! are d,
though. Longevity hardly equals profici in
any field of endeavor.

Sixty-four-year-uld Galden “Big” Wheeler is
one of those elder statesmen who deserves the at-
tention, He first hit Clitcogo and worked his way
into the husiest musical lnndscape out there, in
the mid-1940s, As soon as the reality of just how
tense the competition was and how much a fam-
ily required to keep it aflont, he dropped back out
of musie for nlmost 35 years and took a day job,

Now that Big Wheeler is in retirement, the mu-
sic finally gets back to the front seat, and one can
only wonder at how good it might have been to
him had he stayed with it all along. All of which,
perhaps, sounds like preface to why the “old mun™
should have kept his day job, but 1'm here to tell
you that the man's got something to say and n
wholly infectious means of doing so.

Certninly, Little Walter's close friend lun't in
the same entegory in the chops shop, but he and
Smokey Smothers’ old band, the Ice Cream Men,
are earnest about keeping the flame of clussle Chi-
cago blues burning bright. So, it isn’t the tightest
or ruckingest dise you'll hear this year, It stands
up to anything out there for sheer heart and joy in

. the playing.

Wheeler ix still n pretty formidable harmonica
hlowing vocalist, and the band cuts a tight groove
behind him throughout. Qutside of Jimmy Reed's
“Down in Virginin" und Little Walter's “Every-
bmiy Needs Somebody,” lhc program leans on

Steve Cushing and less famil-
inr cuts from the blues history book.
L If“Evil Woman’ doesn't blow your hair back, 1
guess we're dovtned to different strokes.
— Mark Gallo

Party Store :
— Snake and the Charmers

Michael Jackson took the word
bad to new extrenies and had a
million or so selling release.
“Party Store” has brought the
menning of bad back into ita in.
tended purpose: Bad music, bad

i sound, bad vm:nh&, bad relense,
Snake nml the Charmers’ Party Store” sounds
as il it wants Lo break new l:oundunul bul is
k 1 by Its basic electronie feel, N
1es8, it is hampered not so much by o lack of cffort,
but more from disillusioned talent,

The eight-sung CD contains five originol cuts
and three worthless re-mixes, “Party Store” kicks
off with a fun-sounding techno-based “Love Stor™
and progresses to n heavy-hearted “Here 1 Am™
then back to a bouncy number entitled “Yum
Yum." It all sevans to be luosely strung together,
flip-Aopping from une extreme to another with no
neutral ground to follow,

Each picce starts off with potential then with-
wut notice is destroyed by the nbragive vocals and
mindless lyrics — a mix from hell,

“Party Stare™ is not what you would find at the
nearest 7-Bleven, but it is a Quick Pix for o laugh.
— Kyle Green

Call Me
— Hans Theessink

Hung Theessink, born in Hol-
land and currently residing in
Austrin, isn’t the first name that
comes to mind when the blues is
the subject at hand, particularly
given his sigming to Deluge.

K = Like Ry Cooder, to whom he’s

idally bound to be pared, his forte is o
generous mixture of guspel, delta and country.
He's o first rate slide player, has an emazing band,
anchored by the superb tuba playing of Jon Sass,
and does the coolest version of Chuck Berry's ‘Ma-
belline” ever recorded.

James Brown's horn players, Fred Wesley, Pee
Wee Ellis and the great Maceo Parker, are along
for the ride, ns nre the Band's Garth Hudaon and
Rick Danko, So are longtime Cootder vocaliats
Bobby King and Terry Evans,

Oh yeah, this is an amazing disc! What else do
you need to know,

— Mark Gallo

LOOKING AHEAD

What to watch for in Street Scene next week:

8 Christina Fuoco takes and in-depth Jook at Kid

ack,
W John Monaghnn'a laok at the Intest in alterna.
tive movies,

plays The Ritz in Roseville.

i

By CumisTiNa Fuoco
STAFF Witttei

One yenr Ted Nugent opened his
annunl “Whiplash Bash" by pluying
guitar while dangling upside down
fram a rope. Another time, he drove
his Ford Bronco onto the stage.

For this New Yenr's Eve show at
Cabio Arcna in Detroit (810-645-
6666) he’s close-mouthed ahout
what kind of ks he's going to
pull, so let’s just say it's going to be
a tendemark Ted free-for-all,

“It’s the consummate, rock'n'roll,
em:rl.,nul cvent in the hmmry ofthe
planet,” Nugent said via telephone
from the office of his

it There'll be plenty of will be rockin’n’rollin’ in
Detroit this New Year's Eve with performances
by the likes of Geober & The Peas, Clutch, Karen
Monster and Ted Nugent giving metro music
funs plenty of choices.

new bund , The Incomparable
Houseparty 5. Although he was of-
fered a fow other gigs on New Yenr's
Eve, Woll felt the ohvious choipe
wais to play in Detroit — 4 town he
often refers to us his sceond home,
He likes the honesty thut Detroit
funs emit,

“Well, it's just that they let you
know whut they like, If they like it,
they let you know,” Wolf said.

fle hopes the Detroit audiences
will approve of his new band. Al-
though it hns a few of the same
teaits a8 J. Geils, it's not a clone, he
soid,

“World Bowhunters.” “It's virtunlly
unparalleled. 1t has this certain ot
mosphere. You have to see it in or-
der to comprehend the dynomics of

Nt.w Year's Eve is the beginning
of a busy new year for Nugent who
will ploy only solo material ab the
Cobu show, He's working on a new
album and will debut his natienally
syndlieated radio show in spring. He
snid his radio show will resemble
hin guest DJ stints,

*“If you've heard me onthe radio,
you know 1 just whip aut anything
= new stufl, old stufl, different
stufl,” he said,

Cry Wolf

Ex-d. Geils singer Peter Walf will
be kicking out materinl representing
his entire carcer at The Ritzin
Roseville (778-6404) on New Year's
Eve. The quintessential rhythm and
blues rocker is bringing along his

B STREET BEATS

“I1t's like being in love but with a
different hoyfriend; it's o different
person with different actions and re-
actions.”

His next album, to be released in
will reflect that,

“1t’s a collection of primal, inti-
mate songy that are more hiographi-
cal,” he snid,

In a Clutch

‘The Boltimere, Md,, alternative
rock hand Cluteh also ealls Detroit
its second home,

Within the last year, Cluteh has
gone from attracting 20 fans ta sell-
ing out the 1,000- -person eapacity St.
Andrew's Hall, Lead singee Neil
Fallon attributes that to the band’s
onc-man Detroit publicity team —
former St Andrew'’s Hall/Shelter

hurtender Dan Kotwicki,

Inoverdrive: Clutch — Tim Suit (photo above, fmm left), Dan Maines, Jean Paul Gaster and
Neil Fallon - plays St. Andrew's Hall on New Year's Eve while ex-J. Geils frontman Peter Wolf

Detroit rocks in the New Year

““Just out of his own personal in-
terest, he started playing our CD ot
the bar and he bought all of our
recorcls and sold them (at the Shel.
ter) — not for profit” just for expo-
sure, Fallon said.

Cluteh's alhum “"Transnationnl
Speedway League: Anthems, A:
dotes and Undeninble Truths”
one that should be expased to a
widler audience, The intense dirgy
guitar and Fallon's growling voeals
make Henry Rolling look Jnid buck,
Clutch, the master of mctaphors, of-
ten uses humorous lyrics, linweve
to make their point. For example, in
*A Shogun Named Marcus,” Fallon
sings *1'm like a buzz bomb, So
Beehopballoohopawopshambeo and
domo atigato if [ got to.”

*The lyrics that are considered
the humorous ones weren't written
with the intent that it was going to
be a comedly song,” he sald, “A lot of
the lyrics (in other band's musie)
are 110 percent anger. That's all
well and nice in their own right,
(But) you can do other things with
loud musie,”

Because of Lhe lyrics, it makes it
casy for Cluteh to be mistaken for
Juvenile, Fallon said.

“The bad ones (reviewn) are usu-
ally people who dan't get it, not to
sound pretentious,”

New Recipee

The Junk Monkeys, Tyrone’s
Powerwheel Chicago's Catherine
will perform with Clutch, Below St.
Andrew's Hall at The Shelter,
Brotherhvod Recipee will showense
thelr new sound and lineup. Former
backup singer Aimee Armstrong
maved up front to lead voealist and
guitarist John Kinney replnces
Chris Conley. That's not all that's
new, however, with the former funk/
rap band.

*We're more like traditionnl "70s

funk music, Everyone cites Parlin.
ment-Funkadelic as influences,
We're more along the lines of Aver-
age White Band. . . Eurth, Wind
and Fire, That’s what we are now —
real, clean '70s," snid guitarist Perry
LaVoisne,

Detroit Music Award winners
Charm Farm will psluy prior to
Brotherhood Recipee's set at The
Shelter. Admission to The Shelter,
St. Andrew’s Hall and the Burps.
Room (techno/house music will be
spun there) is $10, For more infor-
mation, coll 961-MELT.

Earlier in the evening, Brother-
hood Recipee will be one of about 14
alternative and country bands play.
ing at the Hyatt Regency Falrlane in
Dearharn (810-6456-G6GG). The $39
ticket price includes food and drink
ticketa,

Lollapalooza veterans and teen-
angst idols Roge Agoinst the Ma-
chine will visit Detroit once again,
this time at the State Fair Coliscum
in Detroit (334-1999), Although the
sound in an echo chamber is better
than at the coliseum, the energy is
electric, Helmet, on break from
recording their follow-up to “Mean-
time,” will open the show. The gig
will mark the Detroit debut of Hel-
met's new guitarist Rob Echeverrin,

‘Those who prefer 8 more intimate
sotting can see hard-rocking Karen
Monster at Lili’s in Hamtramek
75-6555). She recently released
cessiry Evil” on the Birming.
ham-based Slither Recordi. Loose
Stools and Wally Pleasant are also
an the bill.

Monster's 18-song CD, n retros-
pective on her career, also includes
songs from her former bonds Little
Monsters (“Buy Me A Pony") and
the now-tlefunet Truncheons (“Big-

#est Hend in America”™). Monster
answers matter-of-fuctly when
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Marr, Morrissey, together again in a book

By Lanny O'ConNoRr
Srary Waiten

The Smiths were undoubtediy one
of the mast influential, infurinting,
enigmatic and glotious of the post
punk bands of the 1980s,

Lead voealist and lyricist Morris-
sey provided canvas of sardonie, vut-
rageaus lyrics while guitarist Johnny
Marr's searing, hook-ridden ploy em-
hlazoned itself onto the subconscious
of a generation of music listeners.

The Smiths dishanded in 1988,
having produced six studio albums, A

series of hest of collections and a live
LP have followed in the band’s wake.

‘Ihey went their separate ways:
Murrissey n xolo career producing un-
even results and Marer a8 a journcy.
man with a host of bands from the
Pretenders to Electronic,

As cevents would dictate, there's
now u book,

“Morrissey & Marr: The Severed
Alliance” by Johnny Rogan attempts
to be the definitive tome on the cre-
ative collaboration that caused equal
amounts of deliriur among fans and

eritles alike,

The unouthorized biograply, re-
lensed stateside by Omnibus Press,
precipated o ruckus upon its release
in England. Morrissey, who lind not
yet read the book, supposedly todged
death threats against its author.

Rogan, who has charted  such
disparate musical courses as Van
Morrison and Whain!, hnsn't gone
into Sal Rushdie-type seclusion.

“It didn't bother me at all,” said
Rogan in a telephone interview.
“When you've written buoks about

pop nunegement, n pussycat like
Maorrissey, there's nothing to be dis-
turhed nbout.”

Rogan interviews family and
friends. He chronicles Morrissey's
and Mare's reapective family gencalo.
gics going back to Ireland.

‘The avid Smiths' denizen may ap-
preciate the black and white family
phatos and factoids, such as the Mor-
risseys living in Dublin a fow blocks
from Clhristy Brown of “My Left
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Mondsy, Dec. 27
THE JARIBU SHARID QUARTET
AMn 5,5756 Cass, Detroit. ozz)

1I|t [XCEPﬂ ONS »
Mcaullnc 1he CD rclense pasty for *'Amen-
Parlnm of Midwestem Ska
Pasl 10 Prescm" long with Muslard Plug
and the Skolars at 5| Andrew's Holl, 431
E Crmwnss. Detroit. Doors open at 6:30

961 MELY

YUDU HIPPIES
ﬁ-ck s, 61 l’ Church St., Ann Arbor. (alter-

996 2717

Tuesday, Dec. 28, i
CHISEL BROS. L

Ahin's, 5756 Cass, Detroit, {thythm and
blues) §

832.2355

IN CONCERT

THE BLUE FRONT PERSUADERS

Featutng Steve Wethy, Marc Russell,
Chartie Tyskiind, Kod Dyke, Joke Lewan-
dowskl and John Lucic a1 Biind Pig, 206
208 S. First St., Ann Arbor. (blues)
996.8555

THE HANNIBALS

With Spank at St. Andiow's Hatl, 431 E.
Congress, Detrait, {willowy jangle rock)
9GI-MELT

Wednesday, Dec. 29

SECOND COMING

wnn Missed In Dlury and Norming Mary ot
Blind PIg. 206-208 S, First Sl., ARn Arbor.

(alteenative rock)
996-8555

ROBERT N
Meiro Muskm'c. 2919 Biddlo, Wyan.
gotte, (blues)

FERNDALE TONIGHT
th host John D. Lamb at the Mapic
Bag, Woodward ot Nine Mile Road, Fem.

uale.( orety)
i o

Thursday, Dec. 30

ONLY A MOTKER

with lmmlgmnl Sons and Twitch at Al
vin's, 5756 Cass, Detroit. (allcmmrve

rock)
832.2355

PETS OR KI
gars cunh SN, Saginaw, Pontiac. (alter-

IBID) 334.9292

SOME PEOPLE'S CHILDREN

Wilh Slide Off Satum ot Bind Pyg, 206-
5. First St., Ann Arbor, {attemative

0ck)
996~8555
SOUL ROCK OUTLAWS

With Lyman Woodard and George Bedard
at Sulry s. -;756 Geeenfield Rodd, Dear-

846 l9?0

MASQUERADE

Avon Bar and Restaurant, 3982 Aubutn
Road, nocncslm Hills, (atternative fock)
(8. IO]

IOH!“I!S Vl"

Javo, 3'?7 Matn St., Rochester, (alterna.

(810} 650-3344
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