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Art ﬁlms flourished during 1993

h’ JoHN MONAGIAN

SIECIAL WRITER

- This was far from a red.letter
)enr for Hollywood. With tho ex-
ception  of “Groundhog Dny,"
:most of the moviea on this year's
Hst of fayorites fall into the high.
‘brow indencmlcnt category. Most
played in limited runs at the De-
troit Film Theatre or Mnin or
Maple theaters,

“The Crying Game" — 1
‘caught Neil Jordan's Irish thriller
ahout o month hefore all the hype,
which left me wide open for the
-gender-bending  twist, Stephen
Rea is perfeet as a reluctant IRA
hit man whose friendship with a
politieal prisoner (Forest Whitak-
¢r) leads to a bizarre chain of
events,

“The Plano” — Jone Com-
pion’s third feature is o mythieal,
:moving story sct in the wilds of
:New Zealand, Helly Hunter plays
‘a mute woman in an arranged
-murriage to & man she doesn't

dove. The only hope comes
:through her beloved piano, which
-a neighbor (Harvey Keitel) uses
~to attract and then seduce her,

. “Brother's Keeper” It
iproves once ogoin that there's
inothing more foscinating than a
;.mnl documentary. The focus is
ran the Ward boys, four iiliterate

MOVIES

bachelor brothers working the
family furm in upatate New York.
When one is charged with killing
another, the community that once
shunned them comes to their de-
fense,

“Bullet In the Hcad”
“Hard Target” was a lot of fun,
hut for a true taste of Hong Kong
director John Woo you had catch
his masterpiece during a weck-
end-long run in Ann Arbor. When
three friends unite in a search for
gold, they end up instead in the
hell of war-tarn Vietnam, ’I‘hu ac.

tion, Country music and a presi
dential election mix in thia in-
spired hodgepodge of sulid acting
(Keith Carradine and Lily Tom-
1in, among others) and dizzying
directorin]l style. Altman's over-
rated “Short Cuts" only pales in

comparison,
“Houschold Saints" — "“True
Love" director Nancy Savoca

could have found a nice, sefe
seript so she could moke a bundle
in Hollywood. What does she do
instead? She makes a movie
nbout the power of Catholic upbr-
inging in New York's Little lluly.
The result was bux-oﬂ'ce poison,
but one of the y(.urn rarest and
most ing treats.

tion Acenes arc
over-the-top while a scene in a
prison camp rivals “The Deer
Hunter" for intensity.
“Groundhog Doy'' — I usual-
ly hate Bill Murray movies, yet
here T was walking out with a
wide grin. This feel-good Holly-
woud comedy, sort of 0 '30s “It's a
Wonderful Life,” begins with a
clever premise (weotherman re-
lives the same dull day over and
over again) and then takes off in
unexpected directiona.
‘‘Nashville’” — The re-release
of his 1976 masterpiece at the De-
troit Film Theatre only aolidified
Ruobert Altman’s growing reputa-

SCREEN SCENE

A sampling of what's playing at

: alternative movie theaters across
* metro Detroit as reviewed by

- John Monaghan.

' H MAIN THEATER
. 118 N. Main Street at 11 Mile,
!lo)ul Qak. Films play through at
- least Thursday. Call 542-0180 for
“information and show times,
* (§6.50; $4 students; $3 twilight/
- matinee)

*The Piano™ (New Zealand —

. 1998), eall for show times, June

: Campion directed this stunning

* tule of a mute woman who arrives

" in the New Zealand bush as part
of an arranged mareiage. While
her husbond (Som Neill) leaves
her cold, she carries on a bizarre
relationship with a neighboring
settler (Harvey Keitel).

“The Summer House" (Britoin

— 1993). Jonn Plowright, Julic
Walter and Jeanne Moreau star
in this very genteel-looking story
about a young woman trying to
cseape morriage to o most
unappealing suitor.

B MAPLE THEATER

4135 W. Maple Road, Bloomfield.
Cali 855-9090 for information.
($5.75; $2.95 wwilight)

“Heaven and Earth” (USA —
1993}, Oliver Stone directed this
account of a Vietnomese womnn’s
experience bath in war nnd peace
in both her native land and in
America. Tommy Lee Jones and
Jonn Chen star in this adaptation
of Le Ly Hayslip’s autobiographi-
cal books,

Bl STATE THEATER
2115 Woodward Ave,, Detroit,
Call 961-5450 for information.

1
“The Blues Brothers" (USA —

. 1980}, 9 p.m. Dec. 27, Jake and

Elwood Blues hit the Windy City

in this raucous musical comedy,

starring John Belushi and Dan

. Aykroyd. Better than the “Satur-

- day Night Live™ inspired humor

are the musical appearances by
Cal Calloway, Arctha Franklin,
Ray Charles and James Brown.

“Much Ado Abaut Nothing™
« Kenneth Bronegh proves once
agoein that The Bard s alive and
well st your local movie theater,
‘This highly accessible adaptation
of o lesser Shakespearean comedy
shines in the love-hate relation-
ship between Branagh and real-
life wife Emma Thompson. Den-
z¢l Washington fares well, Mi-
chiael Keaton and Keanu Reeves
less so in the star-studded sup-
porting cast,

“The Age of Innocence”
Shelved for elmast a year, Martin
Scoraese’s  detalled  portrait of
19th-century New York was worth
the wait. Daniel Doy-Lewis and
Michelle Pleiffer play unrequited
lovers in the faithful rendering of
Edith Wharton’s novel, an. since
Orson Welles' “M

paid such a stunning (sometimes
Harcastic) homage to a time long
past.

“Tho Snapper” — Firat came
“The Commitments,” about a
naive music it ined

ROCK li _A%r;}agg 4.

FE8:

Sl

asked why older songa are on the

“A lot of people liked that
(“Biggest Head in America")
song, Jt was a part of my life so I
.stuck it on,” Monster said.

to bring soul to Dublin, This new
film, the sccond in o proposed
trio, focuses on basically the same
large Irish-Catholic family. More
unexpected than  the  cldest
daughter’s pregnancy is the clever
way the story unfolds. (Although
it opened clsewhere in December,
we'll see this one locally at the
DFT in January.)

Honorable mentlon: “Menace
11 Society,” “In the Line of Fire,”
“Metropolis” and “Woman in the
Moon™ (with live muslcal accom-
paniment by Drop at the Mag
Bag), “Like Water for Chocolate,”
“Passion Fish,” “Farewell My
Concubine,” “Manhattan Murder
Mystery," “Hard Toarget,” “Ad-
dams Family Values,” “Remains
olf the Day” and “The Secret Gar-
den.”

Still haven't seen: “Schin-
dler's List” and “Scarching for
Bobby Fischer,”

Most significant film event
locally: The opening of the Main
Art Theatre in Royal Oak.

If you have a comment for John
Managhan, colt him at 953.2047,
mailbox 1866, on a Touch-Tone
phone, or write to him care of
Street Scene, Obscrver & Eccen-

tric Ny I Sehool-

Ambersons” has a great director

craft, Livonia 48150.
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TILL 9 PM,

J LIVONIA
12 33608 Plymouth Rd,
e (Wt ot Farmingion Rd.
p 261-3550
\f: Other Buddy's Locatlons
2 . FARMINGTON ‘,"W”","_':’gl:‘
0 Tl
I 855-4600 6833836 !
é ROYAL 0AK sloomnEln L
!_, I8N Weotmics wir 2
[ Chem oo ot 13 k) o lanees |
w, 549-8000 645.0100 /:‘
é Comy D) Ot O G"'
- - —— o —

I | Bring th!s ad in for... Il

.$ !

Any Large Plzza |
or Large Antipasto or |
Large Greek Salad |
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n) Favors

The Holiday Inn of
Southfield has one
Great Way for You to
Start Off The New Year
in Style.

517500

Iu ume uf 1:00 pm. on December 31

tertatument and Dancing (Top 40's Band)

Champagae Toast at Midnight

* \mlnl.uu Hallonn Brop with Prires

* Coffee and Dessert Table at 1:00 3.m

* Coffec in the muming MII e comphimentary in the Lobby:
W Late Cheekont of 3:00 p.

PACKAGE - \VITII()UT RUO“ $76.00 (COUPLE)

26555 Tolegraph Rd., Southfiold, MI 48034
For Res. Call 3537700 And Ask For Sales

(Couple)

Inmles tas and gratuity

v

« of Southfiold

Authentic
Traditional

THAI CUISINE

Dinner 50090

Try 3 vew taste sensaton. IU's & e bt of everything sweet, sout. hot 4% Spicy.
F10m femen shnmp $0up 10 peanut thicken, Your senses wil be deighted.

Daily Lunclzigau_fzfgul $695

BANGKOK CLUR

Southtield Road beteen 32 and 13 Mile Roads
Southfleld Commons $569-41400

“Best of Detrolt™
1993 Detrolt Monthly

Ncui Year's €ve Diancr,
‘inthe”
.~ Tivoli Acstaurant
Choles of: Prims BIL, White Fish,
.y _Fllct of Solo Belio Vista,
" Strudel'o la €émmo, Chichen

vcgntoblc dasseit.
Served from 5 pm - 10 pm
$22.95 por porson -

Y e 0

[ 313-553-0000

{Resenvations Aequired)

you're having iz
eservations about:

' Dec. 29 Icm 30

Wi

Clmrh.‘s anch
. Dirccted by
Worth Gardner

The sell-produced album, Mon-
ster fecls, best represents her
style of musie.

“It's more true to what I love.
IUs definitely got that raw feeling
and I left in several mistakes
which to me is beautiful,” she
said, “Some of my favorite records

sound like crap but the energy is *

there. It definitely sounds more
like 1 should have sounded be-
fore.”

Testing, one. . .

Goober & The Peas will test out
its new material on New Year's
Eve at the Falcon Club, 3516 Can-
iff, Hamtramck (368-6010). The
album, to be recorded at the Tem-
permill in January, is tentatively
titled
Sangs,” Goober satd. “We're sure
they're golng to be famous and we
wrote them so we know they're
original.,” They're not sure if
there's going to be 10 songs which
is what makes the title tentative.

‘The songs have a significantly
darker feel than the - previous
“The Complete Works of Goober
& The Peas,”

“I think people said it was a lit-
tle more psychotic. It's more

“Ten Famous Original_

B
m‘We're morellke
traditional '70s funk "~
muslc. . . We're more
along the lines of Av-
erage White Band . . .
Earth, Wind and Fire."

Perry LaVoisne

‘Don’t Be Afraid’ and ‘Let’s Hunt
for Grandpa' than ‘Funky Cow-
boy.' There will be a couple of pop
gems for the kids of today, It will
have the atmosphere of an eerie,
psychotic cocktail party.”

For the adventurcsome few,
Honky Dory member Dan
McCourt of McCourt’s Music in
Pontiac will perform with his
brothers at The Village Inn on
Mackinac Island — opened to the
public for the holiday. -

he $500 price includes lee
nights’ accommodations for two
people as well as a trip to the St.
Ignace casino. The hitech — thic
boats donL run on New Year's
Day so you're more or less stuck
on the Island until Jon. 2,

“Basically you're stuck but
that's good because thet means
there’s nothing to do but get up
and watch football on TV, drink a
few beers and cat,” McCourt said,
For more information, call (906)
847-3542 or (810) 334-5150.

Begin 1994 in complete comfort at
the Kingstey tnn. Upan amival receive
a New Year's Day "Care Pack.” then
adjoumn 1o the Grand Ballroom for a
champagne 1oast before enjoying a
complete dinaer and dancing to a
lively -pives band. We provide party

favors, 2 midnight
snack bar and the
next moming we'll
serve Breakfast, Stay
the secand night
for only $19. ‘)

INEW WEAR’S EVE &
KINGSLEY OVERNIGHT GAIA PACKAGE S 198/mapic

@:«

See us for all your
huliday celebration needs.
Woudward at
Long Lake Road
Bloomficld Hills

6441400

Catering compluiely 10 your evening’s
plans, the Kingsley also offers: hotwl
accommodations only, Grand Ball
roam Gala only, overnight gala pack-
age. ¢legan dining room service and
sing-along lounge enterainment, Se
lect all or pant of what Kingsley i

offer 10 initiate 1994 rights.
Call 644-1400 exe.
5300 and allow us
10 make your
fesenations
today.
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- NEW YORK FILM CRITICS CIR
NATIO! 1

L BOARD OF REV
LM CRITICS

“A Masterwork, A Passionate

Cry, ATowering Drama’’
= CGroe Shalin, T T0DSY SO
“An Extraordinary,

Absolutely Absorbing Fi

= e ShLel, MSKIT & LBERT

200 Bar
(off Rochester R4, near Anburn

STAR ROCHESTER 1

arclay Clrcle

, 853-2260

00

OFF YOUR PURCHASE AT
CONCESSION STAND
WHEN YOU PURCHASE

TICKET TO



