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POINTS OF VIEW

Carlin deserves support for being a fighter

noted some very surprised faces

when T walked into a fancy fun-

draiser at the River Crest Clubin
Ruch Hills and pl i down my

publicly denouncing me for my Joyce-

lyn Elders-like support for the legaliza-

!ion of drugs, This blistering barrage of
ion had come at a time when

check to help defray the cost of the le-
:{nl fues for the defense of Gerard Car-
in,

Gerard Carlin is the ex-Oakland
County Sherifl’s captain who had com-
manded the Rochester Hills post until
Sheriff Johin Nichols demoted him to
juit sergeant, That demotion came after
charges susfaced that he accepted ille-
gad overtime fees und oxdering on-duty
subordinates to chauffeur L. Brooks
Patterson aruund when he was a candi-
date for the post of county executive —
which pusition Patterson later won,

‘The one-time heir-apparent to the
sherill"s seat, Carlin now faces criminal
prose Ill()l\ re;,nnhm. these and other
nllegations.

Heis thu ame Gerard Carlin who
four years carlier had joined other gov.
ermmental and mupicipal officials in

Twasin dunger of losing both my job
and my pension because of stances [
had taken on this and ather igssues in-
volving milticultural curricula and mi.
nority recruitment when [ was assist.
ant superintendent of Rochester
Schools,

He is also the same Gerord Carlin
with whom 1 had repeatedly clashed
over our opposing ideologies regarding
whether the schools' Police Liaison
Department should operate as essen.
tially a preventive (my view) or a regu-
Intory entity his).

The duties of our Police Liaison De-
partment, which consisted of two sher-
iff's deputies and two Rochester City
policemen reporting direetly to me,

B The main reason why |
contrlbuted to his defense
Is because I know what It
feels like to be pre-trled
and pre-convicted In and by
the press.

chnr[,es as outlined for it by the divi-
sion of instruction {which I headed),
had consistently won awards and
drawn countywide praise for its benefi-
cial service to our 11,000 students.

Despite this, Cnrlm persistently de-
manded that the officers be lined up
for uniformed, shined-shoe inspection
every morning and subjected to other
militarisic treatment (from which I
breezily exempted them in light of the
student-supportive, guiding, exempla-
tory roles I expected them to play).

Thus, it would have been difficult to
find two more pohllcnl, philosophical
and stylistic opposites than me and
this young spit-and-polish command
officer who was 20 years my junior.
And thus was the surprise which my
presence produced among s observers at
his River Crest fund-raiser,

Still, even when Carlin and 1

were defined by me and a
scholastic-civil committee swhich |
chaired. I wag the sole evaluator of

Financial planners

he Clinton Administration’s
? new tax law, the Revenue Recov.
ery Act of 1943, prumlscu to pose
neat challenges for tuxpnyers Metro
l)ulrml and across the nation, This law
i deductions available in pre-
vious yenrs, Many of us are about to
firl ourselves in new brackets with
higgrer tax bills, Some folks are taking
ow, ‘They are seeking financial
that can be put to work be-
ntl of the year,
wling the right resource, however,
‘t ns casy as it seems, particutarly
when it comes Lo personal finances.
While aveountants are equipped to
s taxes and the legal accountng
of nssots and linbilities, most are not
attuncid to the broad range of invest-
ment opportunities that ean be used to
reduce taxable income. The same can
L snid for other specialist the fi-
nuncial field: insurance brokers, trust
officers, attorneys and stock hrockers,
In recent years, the profession of fi-

nancial planning has evolved and
moved in to fill this gap. These profes-
sionals design an overall plan which
includes a monthly budget as well as

[} to help i a
clu.-nt s net worth, Planners typically
offer clients a variety of options de-
signed to suit the client’s pockethook
and objectives. Some planners serve
only as consultunts, while othcrs are
structured to offer these services in-
house.

Financial planners sound like the
answer Lo our prayers — and some of
them are. The problem is that, because
this is a relatively new profession, no
uniform list ul'prcrequisitcs exists, Fi-
paneial planners in Michigan are not
required to meet o single set of cd\lcn»
tional pass an Jitation
exata, obtnin a license from a govern-
mental regulm,ury agency ot even have
prior experience in the discipline. Vir-
tually anyone can hang out a uhmglu or

these police officers’ performances.

‘The department, in carrying out its

clm-xlu.\d, 1 1 and actually ad-
mired him despite myself, because in a
certain sense [ saw a kindred spirit.

are helpful, but be

GUEST COLUMNISY

[ THomas AsHcrort

1 Before hiring a financial
planner, ask him or her to
provide references and
show you examples of the
reports provided for clients
similar to you.

place an advertisment in the tel

directory und be called a financial
planner.

"The Better Business Bureau
received a call recently from a Livonia
man who hired a finnncial planner, ex-
pecting te get a lang range investment
plan, What he actunlly received was a
document that simply listed his in-

And this wasn't because we both have
Scottish surnames, or because he hud
once policed the Detroit neighborhood
where [ grew up, It was because Gerard
Carlin was — and is — a fighter. His
present accusers are about to discover
this, to their sorrow.

For the record, | happen to believe
that Carlin, who appears to have heen
set up Lo take the fall for higher-ups, is
innocent — or thinks he is innocent.

But that isn't the main reason why [
contributed to his defense, The main
reason why [ contributed to his defense
is beeause [ know what it feels like to
be pre-tried and pre-convnctcd inand
Ly the press, and this is what is hap-
pening to Gerard Carlin now,

John Telford, a Rochester Hills resi-
llcnt, was an assistant superintendent
in the Rochester School District, He
previousty was executive director of sec-
ondary education in the Plymouth Can-

ton district,

careful

their office and make certain he or she
has established ties to reputable ac.
countants, atlorneys and other profes-
sionals.

So how do you select a qualified pro-
fessional? One option is to look for five
designations: Certified Financial
Planner (CFP). Chartered Financiat
{ChFC), Master uf Science

come and monthly He con-
sidered this o poor return for his in-
vestment,

Be on the laskout for tHed finan.

in Financial Services (MSFS), qumlry
uI'anncml Plnnnlm, Practitioners or !
Rerist

cial planners who are actually sales
persons in disguise. Some planners
benefit financially by selling a specific
product {e.g, insurance policy). Plan-
ners who offer options as well as rec-
ommendations are more likely to be
wperating in your best interest,
Planners who aperate with a post off-
ice box or telephone answering service
and those with no staff can pick up and
move quickly, leaving behind a trail of
bad advice, failed or fr 1 invest-

| Planners (RFP), -

Before hiring a financial planner, nsk
him or her to provide references and
show you examples of the reports pro-
vided for clients similar to you. Find
out if you will be denling with this in-
dividual directly or an associate,

Thomus Ashcroft, a Birminghuam res-
ident, is president of the Better Busi-
ness Burcan of Detroit and Eastern
Michis The BBB is located in

ments, As o protective measure, visit

Southfield.
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EXTRA‘

\
Earn extra money:

. get your own
5 route...

4, ¢ plus, if you mail in the reply now,
you’ll get your shoulder bag FREE!!!
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PLAY [T SAFE WITH
METRO COMMUNICATIONS
& AMERITECH CELLULAR

Be prepared for any road emergency that may come your
way — with Metro Communications. We'll help you find the
exact Ameritech Cellular service plan to fit your needs.

Finding tho right Ameritech Celtular service phn is a8 casy 09 finding your way to METRO COMMUNICATIONS,
Becausa nobody knows the advantages of the
Ameritech Cellutar scrvlm plans better then ME‘mO COMMUNICATIONS.

And nobody is more qualified o help you find the exact service plan (o best suit your needs.
Bo slop by METRO COMMUNICATIONS nnd nsk sbout Ameritech Cellular service.
You'll flnd you've come to the right place.

battery is only 9.9 ounces.

HOLIDAY SPECIAL
NO ACTIVATION FEE
{$35.00 FEE WAIVED!)

Motorola flip phone model
AC-PCH Is the latest in design.
Total weight with heavy dulyg’
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1 PLEASE FILL THIS OUT AND RETURN TO:

| Observer Circulation Eccentric Circulation

: 36251 Schoolcraft Rd, 805 E. Maple

I Livonia, MI 48150 Birmingham, MI 48009
! For more details call: Observer 591-0500 or Eccentric 801-4716
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24350 Capitol St, «

Motorota flip phone
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mode] AC-PCH (FOOILD
Includes Ifeavy Duty Batt
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RECEIVE $300 SERVICE CREDIT WHEN YOU BRING IN YOUR OLD
PHONE AND CONVERT IT TO AMERITECH FROM YOUR CURRENT CARRIER!

+ No hidden charges
» Program expires 12/31/93

Call for details (313) 534-9350
METRO COMMUNIGATIONS GO.

Redford, MI 48239

New line activation required. Other restrictions may apply.




