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Supporting the arts
is worthy resolution
more invalved in the pecforming arts. Dust

H off that clurinet hidden in the closet, buy
some rewds, practice your scales. Playing an in-
strument is like riding o bike; onee you learn how,
you never forgel,

1T you're not musical, consider joining o theater
group in your community. Audition for a part, vol-
unteer Lo hetp behind the scenes or sell tickets.

Support community lln'uu'r. orchestrag ﬂml

ber groups by attending ploys and
ur buy season tickets when they go on sale Illi»
summer und futl. Theater and music enriches our
lives — don’t miss out on the wonderful opportu-
in your community,

appy New Year! Moke a resolution to be

'l‘hu Ridgednle Players in Troy continue their
1 senson 8 pom, Friday and Seturday, Jan.
5 and 3 pom. Sumdey, Jan. 9 and 16 with
- Luuh Me If You Cun,” u elussico) murder mys.
tery/eomeddy. Call 4! 2 for tickets,

They're nlso hosting auditions for adult singers
and duncers of nl agges for “Lil Abuer” at the play-
house, 206 W, Long Lake Rowl ‘Proy, {(between
Crooks and Livernois) 7:90 pan. Tuesday, Jan, 11,
Call director Genie Garner, 852-2728 for informa.
tion,

“The Wiz," ||ruaunn-|l hy the Jewish Communi.
h NI Prluctiong, opeas
will e shows Snt.
uys th rum.h Jun. 30 at the Jewish
, nity Center, 6600 W, Muple, West Bloom-
fiebd, Call G61-1000 or 35, 5 for tickets,

Auditions for lhu Theatre Guild’s production of
John Steinbeck’s *
Sunday, dun, 9 or 7 p.

5

Mice and Men™are 0 2 pan.

‘] umhly‘ Jan. 11 at the

ec in Redford. Roles

for nine men ages 20 to Al. one woman in her early

20, Rendings from seript, call 537-4145 for infor-
mation,

The Plymouth Oratorio Society is holding its
first rehearsal 7:15.9:30 p.n, Monday, Jan. 3, at
St. John Neumann Catholic Churceh, 4800 Warren,
“T'hey wre preparing for the May 1 performan: f
Stravinsky's “Symphony of Pralms,” ond Hoydn's
“Nelson Mass,

‘The Oratorio Saciety is open to all adu.. singers
antl experienced high singers without audition,
Robert Pratt has been the conductor of the Hroup,
which has more than 100 members, since its be.
ginning in 1987, He is o graduate of the Oberlin
Cu vatory of Music and the University of
Michigun School of Music,

Speuking of supporting the arts, if you haven't
made New Year's Eve plans, consider x;mndlm, an
evening with f ly and friendz enjoying top.
name faenl entertainment, including Curvin and
\luhnt-l of the Grammy Award-winning Wlnnnn.
in an alcohol-free setting ot First Night in Bir-
minghnm,

Scc MARQUEE, GB

LOOKING AHEAD

What to waich for in Entertainment next week:

m Barhora Michals reviews the musical “Little
Me" now playing at the Birmingham Theatre,
B Find out what’s new at the movies,

Gender switch suits ‘Little Me’ star

“Switching from a
man to o wornin was
never o big deal for
me, I'm not built
like a big truck drive
er, and luckily [ look
good in a dress,”
snid Charles Busch,
un actor who has
spent the last 10
yenrs gpecializing in
women's  roles, 1
tovk to walking in
heels like o duck to waler, though af-
ter couple of hours it Is exeruciot-
ing."

Busch was speaking by telephone
from New York where he is rehearsing
for the lead in a revival of “Little
Me,” the wacky 1962 musical-comedy
Dee. 29 ut the Birmingham
tre. The title character, Belle
Puoitrine, is a stuge and film star from
the wrong side of the tracks who
strives to acquire wealth, culture and
rocinl statug. Busch will ploy an olider
Belle, looking back at her life in a se.
ries of flashhaeks.

Based on o book by Patrick Deonis,
uthor of “Auntie Mame,” “Little
was adapted for the stage by
Neil Simon. The Cy Coleman score
includes the hits “I've Got Your
Numler” antd “Real Live Gisl.” Di-
rector Worth Gardner Los chosen
trndditionu)  custing, with bath
and woemen  crossing  gender
10 make the show more tongue-
in-cheek,

An accomplished playwright him-
self, Busch is best known l‘ur stareing
his awn comie spoofs — “Vampire
Lesbinns uf Sodom,” “Psycho Beach
Square Angel,” “The
and “Red Scare on
ampire  Lesbians” ran
-uh. the longest running non-
musicul in of-Brosdway history,

Along with “some down.and-out
friends who olso wanted a career in

BARBARA
MICHALS

REVIEW
ON ZTAGE

“Littlo Mo™
Theater: Bemingham Theakie,211 S,
Woodward.

Curtaln time: 8 p.m. Tuesdays
through Saturdays; 7 p.m. Sundays;
2 p.m, Wednesdays, Sundays and
Thursday, Jan. 27, through Jan. 30,
Special New Yoar’s Eve portor-
mances 2 p.m, and 7:30 p.m, Friday,
Dec. 31,

+ Tickots: Range from §19.50 to
$§37.50, avaitable at the Birmingham
Theatre Box offico and all Ticketmas-
fer outlels, Call 6443353 or Tickel-
master, 645-6666.

the theater,” Busch formed his own
company, Theatre-in-Limba, in 1984,
Now he hos fictionalized an aecount
of his coreer as a drag star and the
success of his company in “Whores of
Lost Atlantis,” a comic novel just
published in November,

“How ‘Vompire Leshions' come
whout is such n mirseulous story, and
I'd heen exaggerating it so much in
the” retelling over the years mlyhuw.
that 1 just had to write the story,”
Busch saitl, “Also I realized that by
trenting iy friends ax fiction, 1 could
better expose all for their nuttiness,”

lur Busch, “Little Me” fulfills o
hecause iU his first musical
gets to sing five numbers,
Theugh none of his own plays were
he deseribes them as “mus-
because “the

o flumboyant.” “Little
s similor to the shows
heen doing for years,

he lu
Does a successful drog star aspire

Agrand lady: Actor Charles
Busch will portray Belle Poit-
rine in “Little Me” at the Bir-
mingham Theatre. Busch is
well-hnown for his perfor-
mances in drag,

o play male roles ns well?

*1 do worry, what if they don’t be-
lleve me as a male?” Busch snid.
“The next play P've written for mysell
1 will have a male role, and I will have
u male role in a play this spring by a
famous ploywright. I'm OK as long a8
1 stick to comedy. Rt.ccnlly Iwasina
production of “The Maids,” an angry,
hitter play, and the crities just didn't
buy me in it nt all.”

Busch said his becoming a drag
pecformer stems from  growing up
watching ol ilms on television with
his futher, a movie fanatic,

“It always reemed my alter ego was
a 19403 great lady. On stage I aspire
to th- elegunce of Norma Shearer, the

Wiiter stars: Charles Busch,
author of “Whores of Lost At-
lantis,” will star in the Bir-
miuglmm Theatre revival of
“Little Me" through Jun. 30,

Jonn Crawford,” he suid.

hile  Buseh  acknwwledges that
some drag perfor g
ing to women, I
characters he bos created vre a tile
ute to women.

“1 ploy strumg enteer women, 1'm
close with my two sisters, mud there's
certainly nothing grotesque or anpy
in iny drog portrayals,” he soid,

Digreasing for o muoment from his
usunl light-hentted appranch, Busch
said thet his motte is toes |
from Jean Coutenu: “Wlate
idd about you and wther prople
criticize you fur, mirture it hecanse
that's who you renlly wre.”

IJnrlmm Muhrrh w un_inveterate
Iy catehies up on

th
of Lueille Bnll and the scariness of

ull (Iw Nt‘w lezl )mnhulmm

Show pays tribute to female singers

“Bechive,” the hit musicol teib.
ute to the girl groups, pop queens
und folk slngers of the 1960s, has
been extended at the Attic The.
atre in Detroit,

“The response has heen great,”
snid Annette Madins of the Attic.
“We have n great group nf\\umcn
and the music is the best.”

The show will continue through
Feb. 6 with performances Thurs.
day through Sundny,

“Bechive™ takes the audienc
from n Christmas party at Lesl
Gore's hause Lo the streets of Mo-
town, from a Greenwich Village
coffee house to Woodstock, A cast
of six local women perform the
tunes that reflect the diversity of
the GOs, Songs of the Supremes,
Petuln Clark, the Supremes and
Janis Joplin are among thuse per-

formed,
“It starts out really zany with

the Annette Funicello and house
partics and then moves into Mo-

PREVIEW

vn with some of the really big
nle groups,” Madios said. “Fi.
we get to the end of the dee-
ade with the really strong female
pecformers of the time like Tina
Turner, Jdanis Joplin and Arctha
Franklin. The show {s a powerful
voice of the women of the '60s,”

“Beehive is ditected by West-
Iand resident Gordon Reinhart
with performances by Melanie
Parker of Westland and Colleen
O’Shaughnessey of Troy, Bloom-
field  Hills resident  Sabrina
Childers serves as an understudy.

‘The cast also includes Valencia
Bdner, DeNita Asberry, Beverly
Coleman and Ellen Snndwciss-
Hodges.

Musical direction is provided
by Pamela Wise and choreogea.
phy is by Andree Lux.

“We also have o great baml
with Thomas H. “Dr. Beans”
Bowles on the saxophone,” Madi-
s snid.

Bowles is o Motown legend
playing with the record company
from the beginning. He shared
with the cast stories of the
Suprum'ﬂ, the Spinners and other

Motown perle .
Madias said,

Performances of “Bechive” are
at 8 p.m. Thursdays and Fridays,
5 and 9 p.m. Saturdays and 2 pm.
Sundays. “Talk Back" scssions
with the cast take place immedi-
utely after the Thursday perfor.
mances. Student “Rush Tix" are
available at half off the price, a
halfhour before curtain times,

Tickets are available at the At.
tic box office, 875-8284, and
through Ticketmaster.

Beehlve: The Attic Theatre in
Detroit has extendend perfor-
mances of “Bechive" through

Feb. 6, Ellen Sandweiss-Hod-
ges of Detroit and Subrina
Childers of Bloomfield Hills
are among those female per-
formers paying tribute to the
female singers of the 1960s.
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“LIVE ENTERTAINMENT® w NO SET PACKAGE PRICES

Rcscrvalions for Parties of 5 or Mor:

Try & new Lle $ensation. B's & Lite b4 of everythng sweet. sour, hot and sjvey
From kemon shamp 50up 10 peanut chcken, Your senses wil be desghted

Join Us For “Best of Detrolt™

537-0740
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pum et up-to-the minute Open House informationl

Listed by city, on our easy to use voice telephone directory, just call from any touch tone telephone and
hear the latest real estate information —it’s as easy as 1-2-3.

m Call 953-2020 from any touch tone telephone

ksterl
@

'
press the number foltowing the city you are interested in:

Choose your .4286

OAKLAND COUNTY- Walled Loke ..o

price range ond listen  Blmingham..... Lakes Ateo 4284
fo the listings for the Bloomtield . WAYNE COUNTY-
cily you've chosen Formingion Canlon...
g Farmington Hill
Mitford .
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