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ow about that. . . the Farmington
Area YMCA is raising $1.6 million for
a needed expansion and renovation
that would benefit the community.

Interestingly (and thankfully), the money is
being obtained without one single can being rat-
tled at you In malls or on street corners, or withe
out one plece of begging mail finding its way
into your letter boxes,

As roported in the Dec, 16 Farmington Ob-
server, the funds are coming through “philan-
thropic giving” from area busincsses and indi-
viduals who can most afford it. Apparently, clur-
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Youth center
Needed: Programs, place

out, eapecinlly in the summertime, just check
out the parking lots of the fast-food joints and,
long and always, the malls.

It's sad that so many kids hang out in park-
ing lots and shopping malls where they usually
aren't wanted just because there {an’t some-
thing botter to do. But it doesn't have to be that

way.

While open gym/swim — also available in the
past — more than meets the needs of young-
stera looking for a dip or a pickup basketball
game, a full-fledged teen center could serve &
greater number,

Space for dancing, watching television or just
hanging out could be provided, Movies and live

i also conld be offered. And friend-

porate Farmington has taken a leadersh
here.
Chicf among the pl d imp aren
ially designed for use by the

poo!
handicapped ($337,800) and a teen conter and
activity room ($240,270),

The teen center especially interests us. It is
our belief that the people who govern the Farm-
ington area should take a good, hard look at
developing programs for young people — and
also a place in which to conduct those activities.

A teen center, well-staffed and open to all
every day and night, is needed in the Farming-
ton area. We hope the YMCA facility can meet
that need.

Now, we're not putting down other cfforts
toward this end. We know that the school dis-
trict hes sponsored a teen center on Fridays at
Eaat Middle School. The problem has been not
lack of concerned people, but a proper place for
auch a center in a community where space is
expensive. .

If you want to see where too many kids hang

ly conversation just might prove to be the most
popular activity of all,

While we're on the subject of teen centers, it's
crucinl to have input from the teens themselves,
Wa hope the YMCA officials remember that, No
matter who sponsors the center, teens should be
active at all programming levels,

1t should be their program and their place.

‘While the Y's teen center will be supported
and staffed by the local YMCA, it would be

' open to members and nonmembers alike, ac-

cording to Kevin Bush, exccutive director of the
Farmington Area YMCA.

Excellent attitude. . .the Y scems to be
doing a lot of things right here. One unfortunate
thing is that, even if the fund drive gocs a8
planned, the new facilities probably wouldn’t be
ready until the epring of 1895.

There aro a lat of hours to be spent in parking
lots malls between now and then.

heo state Legislature’s frantic effort to ro-
form public education left the job only
half done.

L kers grunted dand

ted i

Legislature does a partial job -

oppose the March 16 ballot proposal except to
note it contains two serious flaws we've criti-

cized in the past. First, the ballot plan almoest
doubles the real estate transfer tax, Second, it

) 3
gave birth to a camel — you know, a horae de-
signed by a committee

That's the best way to describo how lawmak-
ers under the gun produced a new school
finance system on Dec. 24 which guarantees
$4,200 tu'cdumw every child. This camel is an

" .

od , liberal and
egalitarian ideas that will fully please absolute-
ly no one. '

And yet, on balance, we acknowledge the Leg-
islature performed its duty under the state con-

itution: “The Legisl shall maintain and
support a syatem of free public elementary and
secondary schools as defined by law."” (Art. VIII
Sec. 2) .

The constitution says nothing about cutting
taxes, :

The constitution says nothing about breaking
the power of the teachers union.

The constitution says nothing about “par-
ents' rights,” contrary to what an ideological
hard core imagines.

The constitution says nothing about a myriad
of reforms, hopes, dreams and schemes of those
with personal agendas to peddle.

On March 15, voters will be left to decide
whether to hike tho sales tax two cents and tho
real estate transfer tax another 1 percent. That
step, if taken, would enable the state to drop the

homestead property tax rate from 12 mills to
aix, the income tax rate from 6 porcent to 4.4
and the single business tax rate from 2.75 per-
cent to 2,35,

At thia point we are not ready to support or

caps assessment increases at § percont, assur-
ing that next.d ighbors with identical
houses will pay vastly different tax bills de-
ponding only on length of residence, Both fea-
tures homper the young family trying to buy its
firat home.

For all the berating of the property tax, the
Legialatura came around to the position of this

and ized the tax is
hera to stay. Businesses and owners of second
homes will pay 24 mills.The homestead rate
will be either 12 mills or six, depending on the
decision of the voters,

Hopefully, tax reform will sorve as a catalyst
for better schools - at least in the districts
where more money will accompany each stu-
dent. But the Legislature’s job is not yet done.

Charter schools and one hour added to the
day no timo soon 18 not sufficient to satisfy the
kind of achoo! reform we had in mind,

Yet, we want those improvements to be made
carofully, thoughtfully, onc at a time, and not
hargained into place in a single 26-hour acesion.

We strongly suggest the Legislature look at

lidation of school districts with a target of
200 districts with o minimum of 8,000 students
ench. And that they mandate multiple uso of
buildings to deliver after-h social and pub-
lic health sorvices.

And we suggest that the massive changes in
achool quality the state has made over the past
four years be allowed to take effect, then ovalu-
ated for additions and fine-tuning.
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o Mike Flanagan, former superintendent

Best of luck
of the Farmington Public Schools:

.yourb

yet, stay down in your basement and play your
video games and watch your new TV idol, which
is “Beavis and Butthead.”

Even batter, do me & favor and atay down in
t s0 those of us who care can enjoy

T As president of the North Farmi;
High School Raider Parents’ Club, I want to
wish you the best of luck in the next stepon .
what will certainly be a nationally recognized
career, )

Your tenure at North Farmington coincidea,
to a great degree, with mine 2a preaident of the
Paronts Club. Yours was certainly marked by
many highlights.

It has been a pleasure working with you in

ion with the introduction of the schedu-
ling innovations at North,

1 have always found you willing to listen and
open to suggestions. I will miss hearing your
mellifluous voice during the cablecast board
mectings, but trust that you will drop in from
time to time to give the district an update on
your carecr.

Best wishes to you and your family for a hap-
py and healthy new year.

David L. Haron, Farmlngton Hills

Great column!

would like to compliment the wonderful ar-
I ticle written by Mr. Roy Lindhardt titled

“Treat Parks Like Jewels” in Dec. 30 Ob-
server,

First off, I know Roy and know that he fecls
like I do when it comes to protecting our parks
‘mi‘lil natural arcas that are left in Farmington
Hills,

It's too bad when y?iu see these narrow-mind-
1f. 4 TR A H

A greedy
around that feel everything should be coverced in
concrete and blasted to death with chemicals,
pesticides, ete.

How snd the world would be if tho only things
leRt were boring peoplo and concreta, Yes, I said
boring people. A lot of you today are boring and
dull. You spend all your time trying to make a
lot of money to impress people you don't like.

1, too, am proud to say I have been criticizod
by those who would like to deatroy our parks
and remaining greon spaces, I will admit it
takes guts these days to speak out on our parks
like Roy, I, and a few others have, .

Children who are allowed to exporience a wide
array of activities and educational i-
ties grow up & lot more aware of the world wo
live in than those who have only sporta like
baseball, soccor, ete. shoved down their throats
oll the time.

1 am glad my paronta allowed me to pick and
choose my own activities whon I was growing

up.

Everywhero you go theso days in the metro
area are wall-to-wall people, Many things that
used to bo fun just aren't anymore. That's why
passivo parks and natural arcas are becoming
more important to our “quality of life” as time

goes by,
1 know that some of you will probably not
agree with me and say who cares about natural

arens, Well, I say who cares about you. Bettor

a better quality of life with our parks which are
our urban jewela.

The thought “Our children arc our greatest
natural resource” is used a lot lately. Well,
without clean air, water and food there won't be
any children to be natural resources in the fu-
ture. After al! our environment on this planet is
our greatost natural resource.

Without it, we won't be here at all. Think
about it the next timo you drive by that unde-
veloped wetland and woodland.

. Bravo, Roy Lindhardt, keep telling it like it
is. -
- Joe Derck, Farmington Hills

N
On ‘Jumpln’ Jack’
ell me something: Why did the metropol-
itan media find Jumpin' Jack Faxon's
dancing the night away at the Fox The-
ater instead of being in Lansing, taking care of
business, newsworthy?

He only failed to make even one of the 26
votes required to craft what is probably the
moat critical legislation to come out of Lansing
in years,

1t couldn’t be that becauso Jack Bo Nimble is
a atalwart of that most noble organization, that
fountainhead of all wisdom, goodness, compas.
sion, the Democratic Party, you felt it wasn'ta
big deal, could it?

Even though your political soul mate, the
Freep, a rag which has never met o liberal, or
Democrat it didn't like, pinned the tail on this
donkey?

‘What would have been your reaction if this
hameful dereliction ha d by a Repub-
lican? Let mo guess — not only would your .
headline have screamed out in righteoua indig-
nation but, also, the pundits of your editorial
page would have torn their robes, poured ashes
over their pointy heads and demanded the mis-
creant’s resignation.

You cven probably would have summoned
Phil Pawer from high on Mount Olympus, to
fulminate againat such a wretch, right?

F.M. Scibert, Farmington
—————

Opinions ara to be shared: We welcome your
ideas, as do your neighbors. That's why we offer
this space on a weekly basls for opinions in your
own words. We will help by editing for clanty. To
assure authenticity, we ask that you sign your
letter and provide a contact telephone number.

Latters should be mailed to: Editor, The Ferm-
Ington Observer, 21898 Farmingiton Road, Farm-
ington 48336,
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