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to be siblings.

POINTS OF VIEW
LETTERS

.
: iden! and there is a spot for all in the school board te, once agnin, do the $600 million reduction. What was th natruction on the Masonis
,.Do 'lght thl ﬂg place that thoy want to be. right thing on this eonsiuv; issus. hieved through the ise" Loed::mnds at the ::rthmt egm‘;r
i@ support all of the difficult decl Unfortunately, our pride of the dis- Steve Kaplan, Farmington Hills process was a plan to have tho voters of Grand River and Farmington Road
‘FI slons that our school board has trict, Highmeadow Comimon Campus, . approve either a $44 mﬂlluon ora 858 is any improvement over what was
: courageously made as I have ob- hgn bcnln dnscﬂbcd“by some 68 a mlllio'l': net tax increase (“Detroit there in years past,
isorved their porformances ovor the past | ., chwl °§g:“§‘°‘!, "‘g"l‘h‘"' : Tax no compl’omlse Nowe' Dec. 26, 1993). Indsed, the whole mess looks like
igover )’Gm'h o5 consistently viewed wfm‘; :f Choleo’ a8 tho fargest por- nother opportunity . . . another My analogy to this compromise plan g::!:i;d of contemporancous pet
. The board has consistent % " _ : N

dividu Michigan tax s as follows: When I first heard that the cement.

;:e:nch isaue not only on ita individual
'morit, but on its effects, rewards or
iramifications toward the entire school
‘district and community.

i In Jx?wnt c':‘mtr?vgrslglsuch a8 over-

As rumors have told mo that specific
notices of the Jan, 4 mecting reached
each Highmeadow family, I expect our
board treated tha barrage of letters and

fairly and professional

at Y, the
reconstruction of the Wooddale patk-
<ing lot, and criticiem toward current
“curriculum, it may have been casiest
for the board to give in to repeated crit-
. icism where the interests of a minority
. may have been fulfilled while unfavor-
" ably rowarding the minority.
:, Tapplaud the board members for
“'their integrity as they are attacked
‘month after month by various special
: interests.
. Tentrusted the integrity of our
‘school board when they re-addressed
'sibling priority on Jan. 4, to consider
.'the opportunity of every student equal-
- ly as they set policy for both current
. and future schools of choice.
* 1 cannot argue with the theory of aib.
+ling priority where all conditions are

while remembering that they arc not
representative of an entire achool com-
munity, but merely one politically ac.
tive speeinl interest acting on convic.
tions which definitely deserve a high
level of respect.

My motive in speaking out on this
issup is not based on sour grapes but is
merely to promote fairness and equal

ities to all Farmi: fami-

payers are again led down the
promised path, only to be given the
promiso of higher taxes for no added
service,
Remember the promises of “educa-
tional reform" and “real tax reduc-

I have a used car for sale, I'm asking
$10,000 for it, you offer $9,000. We
compromise at $11,000. Lansing’s defi-
nition of compromise, not mine,

nity to prod

gler proposed a compromise plan. On
Bhri fao plan”

ve, 8 *

lies and students while ro-creating har- | was approved, and endorsed by the
mony among all of our fine schools. Governor.

While the opinions expressed in this
tetter are clearly my own, I am confi-
dent that they echo ofa

The only compromise made was to
the integrity (?) of the political system.
According to the “Detroit News" (Dec.

multitude of parents, many of whom
aeem to expross them through all but
the correct channels,

I am relying on our responsible

Parents, educators

ast of us who are raising chil-

dren in the "90s grew up dur-
g ing “the celebration of the in-
dividual” that was 80 much a part of
the '60s and '70s. The personaliem that
dominated thinking in those decades
waa engaging. There was intense con-
centration on ouraelves and our poten-
tial, It was a period of self-interest
when books like “Looking Out for
Number One" rose to the top of tho l
best-seller lists.

This focus on individual rights
proved fertile ground for the civil rights
movement and feminism, There's no
arguing that building up the individ

wo can — indeed, must — find that
balance. Parents and ed who

18, 1993) the House plan would have
resulted in a tax cut of $300 million,
the Senate version a $1 billion tax cut,
and the Governor’s compromise plan a

Shop area.

1 have looked at IT as a driver might,
from west Grand River and from the
caat.

blocks were textured, I thought, “Hey,

maybe that's a good idea.” Wrong.

Then I asked if the blocks were to be

covered by evergreen ground cover of

some variety, myrtle or pﬁcbyundm,
o

tions" as our Lansing legislators her- Een Lindesmith, Rochestor | perhaps. Iwas told, “No.
alded Senate Bill No. 1 as the opportu- . ‘Then came the holiday season, and

real educational reform the concoction was decorated with sev-
nnfl cost cuntrol‘s to !)roduca real tax P — eral small evergreon trees in pots with

? As h IT’ Is terrible multi-colored holiday paper. Then
their self imposed deadline two plans came the evergreen roping, draped ina
wero developed; ona by the House and *ve looked at IT from tha Village scatlopy fashion aver the
another by the Senate. Governor En. Mall corner. I've Jooked at IT from | blocks, and, finnlly, the ultimate in
T tho northeast, the Korner Barber yuckiness, the black plastic penguina.

Before the holiday concoctions went
in place, one person said to me, when 1
asked for her opinion of the new comer,
“When you first see the corner from a

ralkin, distance, you think it is something you
mkvzll:ilcg:od 10& m::::&pa(‘iemd want to sce (for after all it is ono of
street by the Hi y-Sundquist estab- 's hiatoric ¢ 3, but
fishment. when you sce it, you wish you hadn't.”

For the life of me, I cannot see how

Maybe next time., . .
Lce S, Peel, Farmington

need to teach responsibility

GUEST COLUMNIST

to have been uncoupled in the ensuing

talk about teaching values have begun
the movement. For the benefit of our
children, we must put the individual
into perapective,

Eduecators and paronts are stronger
ecause of the "self-fulfillment” mes-
age with which they'va grown up. But

i¥ soclety is to move forward, we must
¢ouple our message of individual
growih with & message of mutual re-
pect and respenaibility.
| Look around in the malls, read any
newspaper or magazine, watch any
t, listen to the * " sent

is an essential part of developinga |
strong socicty. But therc hastobea
balance. The moral fiber of our country
- {8 eroding and will continue to erode
until we strike a balance between peor-
sonalism and responsibility to our
fomilies and our communitice.

through music, movies and television
shows targoted at our kids: Untram-
meled, in-your face “me-ism" is all the

rage.

+ What began ns personal develop-
ment has wound up creating self-cen-
tered, irresponsible children and
adults. Personal responsibility seems

| THOMAS HERBST

des and it's going to be tough get-
ting back on track again,

T keep a copy of “Education for
Character" on my desk. Subtitle for the
book Is “How our schools can teach re-
spect and responsibility.” Author
Thomas Lickona suggesta respect and
responaibility are the i:our'_t_.h u‘u!! ﬁN:

each have to share, coupled with a
senso of obligation to share and
achieve at our best level, When chil-
dren learn to be proud of themselves
and what they can achieve, they will be
ready to understand the special talents
their fellow students bring to the class-
room.

‘When parents and teachers success-

R's. I concur — gly.

fully celebrate and make children ac-

responsibility, parents an
have a duty to combine efforts to rein-
force daily the importance of these val-

ble for the potential held within
themselves; then, perhaps, when the
next gene;aﬁun of youngaters reaches

ues. These are the core values upon d they will 1the re-
which all other values of a well-ordered | sponsibility they have to create a fami-
society are taught. ly, & community and a world where ev-
K What began as pefson- Respect mnil r;mponug:ilitzh domot | eryons rmust do his/her part.
negato personalism; rather, they co- .
al dmaelopmen:lhas If hance it. Respect for oneself means Thomas Herbst is headmaster of
wound up creating solf- being proud of the individuality that | Kensington Academy, an independ
contered, Irrespo nsible mat"k:n :ach ﬂ;:euon ::!qu;a i coe:._ “C;Mcmda{h u‘ho(;‘l g: :lw’f:lr:u
nd adi . rther, there ought tobe a ng | prekindergarten througl eigl
children and adults awarencas of the talents and gifts we grade located in Bloomfield Hills,

T suggest the '90s are the time when

Legislature misses mark
on real education reform

ho more I think about it, the more
dismayed I get at the so-called education

. reform packagg the Legislature managed

to pass in an odd mixture of frenzy and exhaus-

.tion on Christmas Eve. ,

So wo get to vote on tax policy on March 16. If

‘we don’t pass the ballot plan (hiking the sales

tax and cutting the personal income tax), we get
the statutory plan (jumping the income tax and
the eingle business tax). Big deal.

Do we get a big property tax cut, as promised?
Sort of, deponding on which tax plan we got
stuck with and where you live, but certainly not
the big drop most folks are cxpecting.

What about school quality — what our kids

tually loam — that supposedly waa at the
core of this wholo offort? Virtually nothing.

‘Whether or not a wholesale chofce plan would
have brought improving competition into the

* monopolistic world of K-12 schools is & moot
argument; wo're not going to have it. Charter

. schools, which were grudgingly epproved, likely

. will turn out to be small potatoes.

Longer school year? Forget it. Too oxpensive
(although the evidence I have scen indicates
conclusively that the longer kids are in class,
the more they learn.) The legialation does call
for schools to add one more hour of instruction
i . perday. Eventually.

i Core curriculum? With no certain way at-
tached to measure what kids actually learn,
mandating a core curriculum from Lansing

- merely centralizes what hitherto hasbeena

« hod A flmuy 1actad tact:

" Worse, nobody’s accountables for what the

_ studonts do (not) leam. And with the “founda-
tion grant” paid directly from Lansing to school

... districts, local voters have now lost the local tax

¢~ millage vote, the only tool they had to hold

+  schools accountable for performance.

111 I've boen Involved in the education reform

movement at the nationa) level for a number of

! _yunnw.lumoathnbuzdeﬂh-&nurfon

. ; Educationin the Economy, & leading reform

L mp.lndbnv-putldpnudlnwunumw-

. . ings and conferences on haw to improve our

* ” schools. As far as the natlonal school reform

i ity is od, Michigan simply isn't

* . a playss. Navar has been; no reascn now to be-

© " Lieve it aver will be.

L "The strategy for getting something concrets

M The strategy for getting some-
thing concrete done about edu-
cational performance in our
schools is palnfully simple: De-
fine what we expect klds to
learn; develop a falr and demand.
Ing assessment system to mea-
sure what they leam; assoclate
rewards with success and penal-
ties with failure.

dono about educational performance in our
schools is painfully aimple: Defino what we ex-
pect kids to learn; develop a fair and demanding
asscssment system to moasure what they learn;
associnte rewards with success and penalties
with failure.

This is not rocket acionce; this is common

Bensoy.

That's why it is 80 disheartaning to realize
that at every point where the governor and Leg-
{slature could have adopted here In Michigan
the provon components of the national reform
model, they chose not to.

Over the next couple of months, there will be
much fire and brimstone about the two tax
plans before us. That's fine, but let's never for-
got during the dobate that the subject at hand is
tax reform, not education or school impr
ment, i

Sarry, Virginia. There s no Santa Claus.

Phil Power ia chairman of the w bt;wt

ouns .
%ﬁmmd (313) 953-2047, mailbox
1880~ N
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Come Join Us At Our 77th Annual
STOREWIDE WINTER SALE

Beat the cold with this HOT storewide sale. Save

thousands of dollars

on many fine furniture lines

in our store, including Pennsylvania House. Even
special orders are included in this very special

storewide sale.

4 plece R
Solid Cherry NOW ' Cherry Valley Collection
Bedroom Group ONLY $ 1899 by Jamestown Sterling

[

i

This group by Jamestown features solid Cherry throughout,,no vencers or plastics.

- Drawers have solid wood sides and hand.finished Inteciors. Includes clegant four
paster bed, spacious chest-on-chest and matching triple dresser with beveled
pediment mirror. The night stand is priced scparatcly at $279. The four picce group
is especially priced at $1899, but husry, quantitics are limited. .

e et Gha
“‘stmo,"m _ of Bloomficd Hills M
T SR
Pearson * Stiffel + Stearns & Foster . SR .
Statton + Lexingion - Chatlcaton Farge g e na. 332-8348 | .

many more.




