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inter couldn’t have
. plcked a better time to

return to southcastern
Michigan.

It was holiday break for most
_school systems — Farmington's
included — last week, and the
. kids were free to make optimum
- use of thé facilitics provided for

winter sports activities in the
- Farmington arca.

True, there just wasn't enough
snow for the sledders and tobog-
goners who frequent that hill

- that stopes away from Farming-
“ton School Hendquorters, and
. cross-country skiing was pretty
" much a wash around here.

It was, however, cold enough
- for ice skating on the pond at
- Heri ark in Farmi

" Hills end on the rink that's
* Nooded every winter at Shiowas-
| sce Park in Farmington.

Both have been in full use
since the recent cold snap,

“We go from salting ronds to
iclng rinks,” soid Don Gould, a
Farmington DPW worker, as he
sprayed water from a_ hydrant
onto the Farmington rink,

Said Andrew Lang, recreation
supervisor for the Farmington
Hills Department of Special Ser-
vices, "It (ice skating) is some-
thing that's planned and created
for people who want to enjoy
winter activities.”

Lang also polnted out that a
separate ice rink, away from the
pond, is Rooded for hockey play-
era,

He ndded that skates can be
rented on weekends at the cross-
country ski shop near the pond
at Heritage Park. Call 478-8670
for more information.

ton’s Shiawassee Park.

Allicedup: A bundled up Don Gould sprays water
from a hydrant on part of a parking lot at Farming-

Cold campers: Parks and recreation day campers
take a midweek skate on the pond at Heritage Park.
Counselor Tina Chill helps Matthew Rodeghier as
Daniel Schwartz helps them both. Counselors said
tl;gat many of the youngsters had never been on
shates.

"STAFF PIOTOS BY SIANON LEMIEUX

A good skate: Tony DeOrio of Farmington pulls his
3¥s-year-old Allison around the frozen pond. Wife
Janet and sons, Andrew, 9, and Scott, 7, were also
skating that day.

Beechview parents, board
to huddle on enrollments

By LARRY O’CONNOR

STAFF WRITER

: Survey says. .« . time to have a
meeting.

The Farmington Board of Edu-
cation Building and Site Commit-
tee will meet with Beechview Ele-
mentary parents 7 p.m. Tucsday,
Jan, 11, to discuss enrollment

..projections and the placement of
future kindergorten clasaes, Tho
meeting will take place in the
-achool’s media center. .

Kindergarten closses are a hot
‘topic among Beechview parents,
especlally those whose children

were bused to the Alameda Early
Childhood Center this school

“.year, The move of 82 kinder-

.gartners was a stop-gap measure

to allevinte overcrowding at
" Beechview, school officials say.

- A group of homeowners has op-
. posed the move. Kimberley subdi-
-vision residents, in particular,
- #ald the transfer denles children
“an opportunity to attend their
. heighborhood echool.
=+ Building and Student Servicea

director Don Cowsn said he'll
hare the results of two surveys
onducted by the district. Cowan

M ‘This is something
that came out of the
blue In thelr Friday
folder.’

Nick Waldecker

snid both indicate the temporary
move waa successful.

“Clearly, number one, the sur-
veys show the children adjusted
nicely to the change and had o
good educational opportunity,”
Cowan said, “and that the cnroll-
mﬂgr'u ot Beechview has tapered
off.”

The latter could lead to a solu-
tion. Cowan said he has somo pro-
posals for the board to consider.

Asked if parents might be satis-
fied with the outcome of the Jan,
11 mecting Cowan said, “They
should be.”

Notices were sent home with chil-
dren before Christmas vacation.

Homeowners who don't have
children in the school weren't no-
tified, Waldecker said.

*“This is something that came
out of the blue in their Friday
folder,"” Waldecker said.

“We don't think it's adequetely
covered or notified by the board.
The fact they're having it in the
medin center. . . The implication
is they're expecting a low turn-
out.”

Waldecker said he and other
homeowners plan to get the word
out, though.

One survey was conducted by
Alameda Enrly Childhood Center
principal Gnyle Zimmerer. Par-
ents, including thoso whose chil-
dren would've attended Beech-
view, were asked if thoy were sat-
isfied with the Alameda program.

Most of the 187 people respond.
ing were positive, Cowan sald.

Another survey of chchvjm.:-

Nick Waldeck bt of
Beechview Community Home-
ownora Against ded

aren resl was
mail, asking if they would be re-
ing a child for kind

Schools, is not pleased with the
way the meeting was announced.

i\ixt fnll, Cowan sald 60 respond-

“ tnents. York, who has a child at
" flllhmeadw. said allowing sibl-
: ings to attend tﬂ: lum; ubool'.sm
.- courages parental involvement

- :coPmlc' pointed out sibling pri-,
< prity has mmcm’- yoar-

1 “It's shown without sibling pri-
 ority, it would have fallen on its
 face,” Prutow said,
‘. Steve Kaplen of Farmington
. Hills was the lone voice of opposi-
Uon. He told the committes such
. a policy is in & tax-
: supported public instituticn.

:: Siblings from page 1A

. Kaplan sald he's never entered
* his children's names in tho High-
meadow

: fealings about the policy

lottery, but has strong the

O Sihting pelority s coe lasos

W The practice of givin
members who have a sl

preference to family
biing attending two of

the district's slementary schools of cholce
programs — Highmeadow Common Campus
and Glll year-round — remains.

here,” Kaplan sald afterward.
“The real issue is taking the chal.
Jenges and expectations of High-
meadow and enforcing them dis-
trictwide.”

After Colliton and a few parents
spoke, th commit-

& throe-
toe didn't hesitate with [ta recom-

decision.

Howard Wallach of Farmington
Hills said his family had the op-
tion of attending Highmeadow,
Gill or Wood Creck, He chose

meadaw. .

“We choss the one place where
our children had the opportunity
to go to the same school,” Wal-
lach sald later during the regular
board mesting. “I'm not sure 1
would've mado the choice 1 made
if there was a chance of my young-
est daughter being exciudod.”
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