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MARKETPLACE

M aglimpse
of suburban business news and
notes, including corporate name
changes, new products, new
store or office openings, new af
fillations, new positions, merg-
ers, acquisitions and new ways of
doing business, Write: Market-
place, Building & Business, Ob-
server & Eccentric Newspapers,
36251 Schoolcraf, Livonia
48150. Qur fax numberis 313-
591.7279,

W ON ADVISORY COUNCIL

Eugene Harris, president of
Gene Harris Agency, Livonia, will
serve o three-yeor term on Citi-
zens Insurance Co, of America's
Agents Advisory Council.

‘The 18-member group repre-
sents the 600 independent agents
in Michigan and Indiana who sell
and service Howell-based Citi-
zens Insurance.

W EARNS ACCREDITATION

Michael E, Buescher of Schos-
tak Brothers, Livonia, is accredit-
ed 29 a certified morketing direc.
tor by the International Council
of Shopping Centers.

Accreditation Is given to people
with ot lenst four years of profes-
sional experience who've passed
the written exam given by Educa-
tional Testing Service, Princeton,
NJ.

M TOP SUPPLIER

Birminghom-based Enton Air
Filters received the Most Valued
Supplicr award by AutoAlliance
Internntional for performance,
quality control, delivery and ser-
vice. Eaton supplics air filter ele-
ments to the Flat Rock manufac-
turer,

# ON THE MOVE

Farmington Hills.based Corri.
pan Moving Systems earned the
President’s Club award from
United Van Lines for generating
$10 million in business volume
for the year ending June 30, The
award was presented at United's
apnual international convention
in Palm Desert, Calif.

W LONQ-DISTANCE REP

Walled Lake-based Business
Network Communications, 8
wholesale long-distance service
company, is represented locally
hy John Knopf, Canton,

BNC offers discounted long-
distance services to any size busi-
ness, teleconferencing, 800 num-
er service and operator services,
New subscribers also get four
hours of free long-distance calling
the first year,

For infurmation, call 397-8353.

H MAACO AWARDS
MAACO center owners Mark
and Kurt Seifert were awarded at

Ross Roy Communications
of Bloomfield Hills has
reached agreoment to sell An-
thony M. Franco Inc., a De-
troit-based public relations
firm, to o group of four of the
firm's senior officers. The sole
ia effective Dec, 31,

“The Franco manogement
team approached us about pur-
chosing the firm," said Peter
R. Mills, chairman and chief
exccutive officer of Ross Roy.

“With Tony Franco hoving
onnounced last June that he ix
retiring from day-to.day lend-
ership of the firm, we felt that
the best way to continue the
success of the agency was to
place it in the hands of its
longtime monagers and have
Tony en hand as choirman to
help with the tronsition and

‘This move also halps Ross Roy
toward its gonl of focusing
more resources on core busi-

Desses.”

Collectively, the new owner-
ship group has more than 30
years of experience with the
firm. Each of the four princi-
pals will be an cqual partner in
the company:

& Stephen F, Friedman of Onk
Park, preaident of The Covideo
Co., who joined the firm as o
vice president in 1984 and who
catablished the Covideo unit
for corporate video production
and executive communications
training in 1987.

® Daniel F, Ponder of North-
ville, chicf financial officer,
who has headed the Franco or-
ganization’s financial and ad-

continuity of the

Stophen F. Frledman

since

Daniel F. Ponder

Franco management team to buy firm

1985 and has played a key role
in the firm's acquisitions as
well as ita collaborative ¢fforts
with Ross Roy.

® Charles C. Ragains of
Bloomfield Hills, chlef opera-
ting officer, who joined the firm
a8 a vice president in 1986 and
who has led the doy-to-day cli-
ent service activities of the
publlc relations account stafl
since being named COO in

1981,
W George N, Sepetys of Farm-
ington Hills, president of The
Comark Group, 8 graphics de-
sign firm he founded independ-
ently In 1964 and which was
acquired in 1986 by the Franco
organization to serve its clients
and other organizations,

Under the new structure, Ra-
going will be president of the
core public relations counsel-

Chatles C. Rogains

ing firm, Ponder becomes gen-
-eral manager for the total oper-
otion, Friedman and Sepctys
remain presidents of their re-
spective units, Each partner
will be involved in the manage-
ment of the entire firm,

Anthony M. Franco will
serve 08 chairman of the firm
through 1994, He founded the
firm In 1964, In addition to the
four owners and Franco, the
firm's board of directors will
include Chris A, Lawson, excc-
utive vice president and chiel
financial officer of Ross Roy.

The Franco firm becomes
one of the 20 largest independ-
ent public relations firms In
the United States (in terms of
fee revenue) and remains the
largest in Michigan. It is a full-
service public relatlons agency.

2

George N. Sepotys

received a Top New Center award
and a cost efficiency award. The
center opened in April 1992,
Kurt Seifert, owner of the Fern-
dale MAACO, 10669 Northend

# BOTTOMS UP
Since November 1992, Troy.

hused Kmurt Corp. hos donated

more thun $725,000 worth of

fit

received the company's Master
Award for the most effective use
of the company’s tools and sys-
tems, .

For the fourth consecutive year,
the center alse achicved sales of
$1 million, placing it among the
top 10 percent in the chain,

W WRINKLE.FREE

‘Wonder Press, a Hquid wrinkle
remover for clothing, will reach
retail stoves in January, Until
now, the non-aerosol 8proy was
available only as an amenity in
hotels, at travel agencies and on
cruises.

‘The four-ounce spray will sell
for $4 in department and luggage
stores and drug chalns. The spray
works on must fabrics, including
cotton, wool, rayan and polyester,

1t f
to

the () in Ha-

o,

The Seiferts, brothers and co-
owners of the Farmington
MAACO, 32754 W. Eight Mile,

Hills-
based 21st Century Products, the
tocal distributor,

For information, call (810) 669-
4146,

ble dinpers to 1
groups nativnwide.
The disper donation program

started after an employee suggest-

wl that upen dinper packages be
giventoch . Store associ-
utes collect diapers from open
puckages on shelves, repackage
them and contact qualified non.
profit charities for pick-up,
“Kmart's commitment to chil-
dren and families, coupled with
vur associates' concerns, led us to
develop the pragram,” said Gary
Ruffing, u Kmort divisional vice

Instead of making the seat’s

‘They're taking courses over three-
semesters that cover topics in sys-
tems analysis, systems design |
and the programming of an infor-,
mation system. .

The OU courses incorporate use,
of integrated CASE (Computer
Alded Systems Engincering) tools
and other state-of-the-art tech-
nology. Ameritech Services has
partnerships with univessitiesin *,
Wisconsin, Ohio, Illinois and In-.
diana to provide the same kind of . |
educationnl expericnce for its em«
ployees.

Several factors made the Oak-
land program appealing to Ame:
tech. For example, OU has a long- .
standing program in information
systems, And it currently requires
more information systems educae,
tlon in its MBA program than any .
other MBA program In the United .
States, Lauer and Lederer say.

OU’s information systems fac-
ulty waa ranked first in Michigan
and 40th in the nation in informa-
tion systems research productivl-
ty, according to a recently pub.
lished survey.

B WALSH SUCCESS

in a recent report of perform-
ance data from the National As-
sociation of State Boards of Ac-
cauntaney on the 1992 CPA Ex-
ams, the statistics included a
comparison of candidates with
advanced degrees from various
schoals around the country,

‘Walsh College students with
advanced degrees who took the
May, 1992 CPA Exam, ranked
first in the nation on the business
law section, Ohio State University
and University of Texas-Austin
ranked second and third,

Walsh is based in Troy.

On the November 1992 CPA
Exam, the advanced degree stu-
dents ranked secand nationally
on the A ing Theory section

PO A

the Level 1l Team Excell

back panel with steel, he suggest-
ed uging a vacuum-formed plastic
panel — just as effective, but 95

Award, the highest form of em-
ployee recognition.
Honorees are Paul Regula of

tion time from 16 weeks to two
wecks,

pereent lower in cost, Using the
new material also reduces produc-

Rochester Hills, claims analyst;
and Pam Tyndall of Birmingham,
quality development coordinator;
Dave Ruba, claims manager, and
Mark Rose, program coordinator,
both of Sterling Heights.

M SUPPLIER CONSOLIDATES
Newly formed COMCORP
Technelogies, Inc., Warren, is the | 81 COMPUTER KNOW-HOW
umbrella company for BRECOM Onkland University's Schhwl of
Py Busi A $ jon has es-

Corp., DeCouper I d an

blished an instructional pro-

three newly

suppliers from Eltec Corp. COM-
CORP runs four munli‘ﬁ‘u:lu.ring

gram to keep Ameritech computer
professionals on the cutting cdlge
of infi i b

facilities in

president.

B TOP AWARD

Duance Potes, Sr., senior proto-
type technician at Johason Con-
trols automotive systems, Plym-
outh, received the Chairman's
Award for Excell in

luding Plymouth

Couat, Inc., Canton Township.
COMCORP manufacturers

and hinges, brackets, h
latches, body hard

Ine., Plymouth; and Rich Powder

pedal assemblies, door hardware

systems

‘The program, in cooperation
with Ameritech Services, is di-
rected by Tom Lauer and Al
Ledlerer of the School of Business
Administration’s Decision and
ion Sci Depart-

assem.

sotisfaction for coming up with a
fuster, less expensive way to de-
velop automotive seuting proto-
Lypes.

major

B EMPLOYEE RECOGNITION

Difes and ucce!ernwr systems for

Four cmployees of Allstate In.
aurance Co, in Troy have earned

ment,

There are 20 Ameritech em-
ployees participating in the pro-
gram at Ameritech facilities in
Oak Park, The employees range
from 7 to 20 years of service,

hehind the University of Wash-
ington. The University of Wiscon-
sin-Milwaukee was third,

Last Muy, four Walsh students
were awarded the Sells Award for
scoring among the top 100 in the
nation an the November 1992

Xam.

Walsh College was founded in
1922 as Walsh Institute specialize
ing in accounting education.

Today, the nearly 4,000 stu-
dents are enrolled in bachelor de- -
gree completion programs in ac-
counting, computer information
systems, finance, general busi-
ness, marketing and management
and Master of Science degree pro-
grams in finance, munagement,  °
professional accountancy and tax-
ntion. Walsh has campuses in
Troy, Novi, Port Hurun and at th:
University Center in Clinton
Township.

8 INCREASE PRODUCTION
AllicdSignal Automotive,
Southfield, will expand produc-
tion of anti-lock braking systems
offered on the new Dodge/Plym-
outh Neon and Ford Mondeo,
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u won't miss the
Il that sells it all.

You'll never miss the calls for your classified ad with Ad Siiter. Through BB
electronic volce mall answering you now have the opfion to call your . B
especially assigned volce mall box and check all the recorded
responses o your ad. Ask about it the next time you place a classified
\. , ad—Its temificl

& Ecventric

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
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