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CC settles for hockey tie?

Crusaders learn winning isn’t easy

It was all 80 . . contagious,

The optimism was flowing.
Overflowing, really. Playera
looked at ench other, assessing
abilities, took o step back and
aald, “Man, we arc good."

Didn’t matter that almost none
of them had played a single min-
ute of college basketball. They
had the attitude. They had the
ability, Thoy had the arrogance.

That was eight weeks ago, Be-
fore Madonna University's resur-
rected men's basketball team hed
ployed n single game. Beforo the
losses started to mount.

1 remember coach Bill Sharpe
asking one of his players prior to
the scason.opener how many
games the team waa going to win.
“All of them,” was the candid re-

ply.

Sharpe should have known bet-
ter, but he allowed himself to get
caught up in this misplaced opti-
mism. He got sucked in by a
bunch of freshmen who didn't
know any better.

Only two of Madonna's players
had any colleginte experience en-
tering the seoson — and that was
with junlor college tenms.

That alone should have set offa
caution signal. But it didn’t.

I remember a friond from way
bock, when asked why he was al-
ways 8o negative, recited thia pro.
verb: “A pessimist is never disap.
pointed.”

Does the opposite hold true?
Are optimists doomed to disap-
polntment?

"I'he Fighting Crusaders might
belleve so. Now,

The confidence of eight wecks
ago has long since eroded. It's
been buried beneath an avalanche
of losses, almost all of them lop-
sided. Madonnn has one win in 20
games. Only twice this season
have opponents been held to un-
der 100 points, The second came
Saturday, in o 99.82 loss to Uni-
verslty of Michigan-Dearborn.

‘The Crusaders have been ridi-
culed by ESPN sports commenta.
tor Dick Vitale. They have been
laughed at after giving up 189
points to Oakland University —
and the Ploneers’ two beat players
didn't even dress for the game, Al-
most all of their losses have been
by more than 10 points — most
by much, much more,

“It's rough. Real rough,” sald
Mike Slone, o 6-foot-6 freshman
from Plymouth Salem. “I was just
0 used to winning.”

In his three varsity seasons ot
Salem, he didn't lose this many
games, It's not an easy lesson to

earn,

J. Dimes, a 6.4 freshman for.
ward from East Catholic, wasn't
used to losing, either, "When we
started 0-and-7, I said I'll have to
get used to it. Now, I juat concen.
trate on each game.”

Blame can be heaped almost
everywhere: Sharpe's coaching (an
Inappropriate up-tempo offense
that features poor shooters, with
little rebounding and less de-
fense, critics harp); a lack of team

leadership (Slone: “That’s the
problem with this team — there's
no leadership, no togetherness™);
fven bad luck (injuries in particu-
ar).

Things began to unravel when,
just before the scason-opener, 6-7
forwnrd-center Ken Taylor (from
Westland John Glenn) was lost
because of academic problems.
That certainly hurt the Crusad-
cors’ inside game.

But Taylor couldn't have saved
tl

m.

It got ao bad that, after the 82-
peint loss to OU Dec, 20, Sharpe
started tolking about resigning.
That hardly buoyed his young
team's now-fragile confidence.

Things have changed since
then. The situation has settled
some. Players have adopted an at-
titude fike Dimes’ — one thing at
a time. “I just have to focus on
doing something clse each game,”
Dimes said. “It might be defense
one game, then shooting the next,
until it oll blends together."

Coming together , . . Sharpe
realizes now that will take time.
The Crusaders never scem to do
one thing right for an entire game.
In the loss Saturday to UM-Dear-
born, Madonna battled back from
a 16-point halftime deficit to tie
the game with 10 minutes left,

But then the Crusaders let up

— and lost by 17.

It cant be easy for Sharpe.
Monday's practice provided some
insight into the problems facing
his team. The half-coust drill
seemed simple enough: drive
down the lane, drive down the
lanc. Sharpe repeated it half-a-
dozen times. Still, players pulled
up for jumpers from the three-
point arc.

But it's a learning process, and
these freshmen are learning.
Slowly, maybe, but they are learn.
{ng. And they aren’t ready to quit,

“As long as {Shorpe) stays, 'l
stay,” said Slone. “If we keep los-
ing games the way we're losing
them, it'll be hard for all these
guys to stay here.

“Eventually, this could be a
good team, if everyonc stays, But
right now, I don't think that'll
happen.”

Dimes has heard the discon-
tent, too. But he is determined to
turn this program around. “Yes,
am (staying),” he said without
hesitath Do his
share his determination? “Hope-
fully they do, I hope they feel they
can come back next season and
contribute.”

Reality suggests not all of them
will. But those that do will be a
year older and a whole lot wiser.

Better, too — and better for it.

Victory eludes Madonna men despite comeback

There were promising aspects
for Madonna University's men:n

Neither was enough, however,
w‘dellver a (l;ecomé victory. The

basketball team in Saturd
hame game against the University
of Michigan-Dearbom,

‘The final outcome woa not one
of them,

The Crusaders overcame a 16-
point helftime deficit, battling
back to knot the score with 10
minutes leRt. And, for only the
second time this season, they lim.
ited the opposition to under 100
points.

let up af-
ter their valiont comeback and
lost for the 19th time in 20 games,
-82,
Madonna coach Bill Sharpe
was impressed with hls team’s
performance — some of tbe time.

first hall when they fell behind
55+39.

Then there was defense. Al-
though a strong defensive effort
ignited the d-half back

had 14 points and nine boards.
‘The Wolves (5-15 overall) were

ted by Josh Griggs' 28 points. Ron

Stempin had 19, Pat Hughes 16

Madonna could net sustain it.
UM-D was 36-0f-70 from the field
(62.1 percent).

Madonna did get a strong pere
fi from soph i

But old to
hount, Like poor shooting: The
Crusaders converted just 31-0f-98
floor shots {352 percent), and
were a dismal 32,6 percent in the

point
guard Doug Soper, who acored 19
points and dished out seven as-
sists, Mike Slone added 17 points
and 11 rebounds, and J. Dimes
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Redford Catholic Contral's
hockey team received a wake.up
call Saturday night as tho top-
ranked team in Cloes B-C-D, Al-
len Park Cabrini, forged a 2-2 tio
with the Shamrocks at Redford
Tee Arena.

CC, which is 9-0-1 overall and
ontered the week as the No. 2-
ranked team in Class A, allowed
Cabyrini to tie the score with a goal
at 4:46 of the third period.

The Shamrocks had won their
four games in the New Year by a
cambined score of 32-3.

“It's hard to keep the kids
aware of the need to continuously
be motivated,” CC coach Gordie
St. John said. “I thought that we
had not played as demanding a
achedule as some of the other
teams and we're not quite aa
ready a8 we might have been,

“We were looking for a good,
strong team with size. They'll
learn a lot from this game, both
mentally and physically.”"

Cabrini took a 1-0 lead with a
goal by junior Pete Niphoratos,
assisted by Deandre Cooper, at
5:42 of the first period.

CC tied the score a8 Jeff Lacha-
pelle scored with assists te Jefl
Helner and Mark Holdridge ot
12:17, The Shamrocks gained a 2-
1 lead in the second period when

Eric Vaguera was nssisted by -
Holdridge and Jon Heady at -
13:59. 2

Cabrini’s Mike Weinberger tied
the score at 2.2 in the third peri-:

od,

Mike Brusseau was the CC
goalkeeper, stopplng 16 shots. Ca..
brini goalie Ray Aho stopped 24 .

CC shota.

B RICE 8, PORTAGE MORTHERM 1: Un.
defeated Birmingham Brother Rice (10-
0}, the No.1 ranked Clasa A team,
overwhelmed Portage Northern In o
game played Saturday at Oak Park Are.,

na. .
‘The Warriors scored two goals in each
of the first two perlods and [ced theie
10th straight victory of tho season with &
four-goal final period.
The gosls acorers were Pat Dakhi and
Jeff Wojelk with two each, plus Dale

Rominsky, Keith Harris, Owen Town.

send and Brad Basa. Eric Karuml reg-
istered three aasists,

ping 107-7 mergin.

“We're skating well, passing wel) and
moving the puck out of our zone very
well,” eaid veteran Brother Rico coach
Mike Brown. “We're playing good, team
hockey right now.”

‘The Warriors participate in the annu.
al Sault Ste. Marie hockey tournament
thin weekend. Rice was third last year
after having won the four previous tour-
nhaments.

Matmen dual winners

Farmington High's Matt Mi-
chalski and Mike Prough were
double winners Friday when the
Falcons competed against Romeo
and Lake Orion in 2 pair of dual
wrestling meets.

Michalski (103) pinned
Romeo’s Jim Kuchenmeister in
45 seconds and Lake Orion's, Bri-
an Thomas in four minutes.
Prough (145) defeated Romeo’s
Simon Bradin 159 and Lake
Orion's Chris Kaliz 13-4,

halski boasts a 14-4 record
with nine pins, and Prough is 12.
5 with six pins.

The only other Farmington '
winner was Chrie Neville, who
scored a technical fall over Aaron
Walter of Lake Orion ot 112

W Michalski and North Farming-
ton's Mike Spisz were winners in
dual meets sgainst Plymouth Sa-
lem last wecek, not Josers ns was
reported Monday.

Michalski (103) pinned Salem’s
Eric Coburn in 1:12, and Spisz
(112) pinned Salem’s Romeo
Cairo in 1:19.

“One call did it all!”
Mrs. Leray Goodall of Livonia placed a classified ad for household goods and was very pleased with the
results, How about you? If you plan to raplace a few things around the house, remamber
1o call your Observer & Eccentric classified ad taker and
Reach Michigan's Finest Suburban Market

wonder you have slow drains!

tom. The thick scum ring on the sides

$pead $60-5120 onsewer leaning.
Now.there s one p
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L6y AN A 4 AR Al e

3

3
AT

S

exrroriyiversy ety ey,
SRR

%

aeararees

e
£

IRV o DN T2

If you have even o moderate sized home you
have roughly 100 fect urpi_pe filled with grease
and soap scum. Most of this pipe is borizontal,
Imagine again a batlitub that hasa't been cleaned
for years. If you pour a drain opener into the tub
{which is horizantal} it Just runs along the bot.
lefibe-
hind, The same thing happens in your pipes! In
the past the only way to rlg:ov: lh?s soﬁ'k”fn [

1, Plusub Cleans,

specially formulated to remove build-up from
l\lsh[;r con.

centrated powder. Its exclusive formula Bas a speca
Ing action that actually attaches to the build-up, It won't just

World's Most Powerful

Slow Drain Cleaner

Soapand dirt leave a "ring ™ around your bathtub - along the
sotie ;nu,h of your tb. That same film builds
up in your pipes - all the way out to the sewer.
Imagine how thick the "ring” would be if your
tub wasn't cleaned since your house was built,
‘That is how thick the crud in your pipes is. No

le frec.

run out 1o the scwer. Plumb Claans then penctrates into
the build-up and biodegrades the soap scum, grease, food
icles and other wastc to lcave your pipes clean and trou-

Plumbd Cleans contains Plurazyme™, the most

Wer-
ful enzyme complex available. In
fact, independent lab tests show
Plumb Clesns breaks down,
waste build-up more effectively
than any leading brand - liquid or
powd:rl‘_st revolulionary it's

All ParticipatingSpartan Stores

Heambuee: Ward's Hardware » Hichiand & Howell: Gilroy's Got-It » Squth Lyon: South Lyon Lumber
MUford: Iverson's Lumber « Llvonla: Wright's Hardware « Hunt's Ace Hardware

Eapninstonkillls: Jean's Hardware

[cloan from slnk i sawor! grod
cling-  makes sewage mnmw[mu‘ job casier.

So get safe, guarant

Y
Not oaly is amazing Plumb
Clesnas the most effective prod-.
uct available, it is safe toof It
won't burm skin or eyes and 3
are po harmful fumes. It's so safe
a child can use it It is good for
the environment too, because it
biodegrades household waste and

Plamb Cleans today!
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" Clean House and Sell Those Extra Items.

Mbserver

9°a line!

Right now you can place a private party Merchandise For Sale ad for anty ‘2.9 per line. {minimum: 3 lines)
But hurry, this offer ends January 31, 1994, .
Why not take a moment to determine your salable items and then call us—

—  we don't want you to miss this opportunity to save money while you earn money. .

&5 Eccentric

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

644-1070 OAKLAND COUNTY 591-0900 WAYNE COUNTY  852-3222 ROCHESTER-ROCHESTER HILLS

Deadines: 5 p.m. Tuesday for Thursday edition 5 p.m. Friday for Monday ediion

SPRIVATE PARTY ADVERTISERS ONLY ... NO COMMERCIAL ACCOUNTS, REAL ESTATE FOR SALE, RENTAL, OR RECAUTTMENT ADS.
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