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MEAP " from page 1A

All students in grades three,
five and eight take the Compre.
hensive Test for Beeic Skills.
Eighth graders are also adminis-
tered Difforential Aptitude Tests,
the Gill reading scores. She said ~ which indicate strengths or
district officials will look at other  weaknesses §n . verbal, number

achieving a satisfactory score and
36 percent o moderate one. The
school had higher scoros in math
and sclence.

White didn't havo a reason for

that T think better match what's
belng tested.”

The test hes drawn some cons
troversy.

This is the first year high
school students will receive a
state-endorsed diploma for

hieving 50 percent or higher on

information and see if the results  and an
point to a trend. fanguage use.

“You can't just take one score, Experta say MEAP scores are
one snapshot, and say, ‘Uh oh, we  not intended to reflect the overall
have a major problem here,’ " she quality of a district. Mahalak also
urges caution when comparing
scores among schools.

She points out smaller scho‘nla

said.
School officials are careful to
keep a lid on any glee in’ gloom

math and science and a “category
2" gcore on reading. The provision
was tacked on to an eppropria-
tions bill and passed as part of
the 1991 school aid act without
knowledge of the state school

board.
I b tly did

of choice such as
Common Campua and the Gill
Year-Round program aro “‘more

itive" to ity in scores a8
boundary

when it comes to the
*(Classroom _performance),
that's probably the moat lmpon;-'

2
£ahalnk dt

anf

said Carolyn d to larger,
tor for evaluation/assessment and
specinl projects.

“It's o single number, There's
many other considerations for &
quality program.”

‘White echoed those sentiments.

schools.

For cxample, 26 fourth graders
in the year.round program
tha reading test, whercas 111
fourth graders did so at Hilleide.

She said the MEAP gets medin  Reasons for success

attention because it'a the only White attributed Farmington's

test administored statewide. puccess on tho MEAP to o varlety
“It means more to you than it  of factors.

does to us,” White sald. “Once the teats quit changing
and students get moro used to the
format, students get more famil-
far with the format,” ahe said.
“Thot has an impact.

“Wao also have made a real of-
fort to make curricular changes

Other assessments

In addition to the MEAP,
Farmington students are also as-
sesaed on standardized tests and
portfolios at the high schoal level,

awny with & requirement that
would've started in 1997 whero
only state-endorsed diplomas
would be handed out.

MEAP tests arc etill going
through changes.

The science portion is being
revised to better reflect the state's
core curriculum and advances in
asaessment. Also, students in
grades five and eight will be test-
ed on writing samples in the fu-

ture.

According to Mahalak, a profi-
clency test will be given to 11th
graders starting In 1995 that
would include writing.

Wo're in tho ago of change,”
“Agsessment I8
one of the arcas We just
have to keep updated, . . "

Welday’s bid to help friend campaign
creates a minor stir in U.S. House

BY BiLL COUTANT palgn in Nebraska “after 5
STAry Warmss ds” raised

O'clock and on week

Tn the wako of the furor, the
h Hi a4 Michi

a faw political eysbrows, .

Bernle Ralmo, the counsel for
the Houss Ethics Committee,
said congressional stafl members
earning more than $79,000 may
earn another $20,000 a year on the
side. But the outside work must
be separats from thelr governe
ment work.

*“How's he going to do it?” said
Mike Casey, communications di-
rector for ‘L!:o De'mocrrlﬁn Co'n-

What started es a gesture o
help o friend in bis campaign for
national office has

tumed into some-
thing of an embar-
rassment for Farm-
ington Hills resi-
dent Paul Welday,
U.8, Rep. Joe Knol-
lenberg's chief of

staff.
PaulWelday *One of my
friends from my days in Omahs,
when 1 was chief of staff for the
mayor (P.J. Morgan), said be was
going to run for Congrees and
asked for my help,” said Welday.
“f told Bn}\: M'““g.). 1'd be hap-

toe in Washington and former
press secretary for U.S, Sen. Don-

ald Riegle.

“Is he doing the campaign on
taxpayer money? In he not golng
to get a single fax at Knollen-
berg’s office? Is he guing to get &
phone call there? What i there's
something urgent in Omaha and
he's in Washington?”

‘Welday, who runa Knollenberg’s
Washington and Farmington
Hills offices, could help in a cam-

igh an
State University graduate said he
hes withdrawn the offer rather
than couso his boss embarrass-

ment.

“This is just something the
Democrats are trying to make &
big Issue of," he said. “But it was
becoming a distraction, So I've
told him (Ashford) ‘good luck,’
but [ ean't help.”

‘Welday, 35, has himself run for
aged

state office and man 0 cam-
palgns of several stato and na-
tional candidates. But the politi-
cal fallout of helping his 1 i
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friend Ashford became too much
Tast week, ho zaid.

“Joe (Knollenberp) in doing
grest things,” Welday said. “It'a
not v”rmh it to take sway from

that -
The Associated Press contribut- .

ed to this report.

WE CUSTOM DESIGN:

. Top
» Metal & wood biinds * Vertical blinda
. de s Shades &




