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Prosecutors take tough stance on paroles -

4
BY RALPH R, ECHTINAW
Brarr WaITER

‘In an odd twist of fate, Leslie
Allen Willilams may ultimately
have helped more people than he
hurt when he killed four women
whila on parole for rape in 1992,

‘In direct responso to Willlams'
actions, the state Legislature and
Gov, John Englor sacked the
parole board and changed the
parole laws. Among the changes
made was to give circult court
judges the power to reverse or
Teviae parole board ‘rulings, that

aro contested by county prosecu-

tors.

- Although Michigan’s 38 prisons
end 16 minimum.security camps
are filled to capacity with 38,000
individuals, and the parolo board
by necessity must release old
prisoners to make room for new
prisoners, prosecutors now have
the ability to look over the shoul-
der of the parole bonrd and ques-
tion {ta decisjons.

- ant prosecutors Kathryn McC:

strate to tho judgo that the pris.
oner in guestion, howevor helnous
his crimo may have been, is likely
to commit moro crimes.

Even though Isles and McCar-
thy are dealing with hard-core
criminels, judges won't grant por-
mission to appeal a parole just
becausa the prisoner committed a
horrendous crime. “If thoy've
been absolutely a model prisoner,
it makes our job more difficult,”

Wayne County chiel agaistant
prosecutor George Ward has lod
the way on appealing paroles,
with about 20 successful appeals
8o far, but Ozkland County Pro-
secutor Richard Thompson s
welghing in now with a new two-
woman parele oppeala section.

Since August, when they
recelved their new duties, nsaist.

‘ar.
thy and Stacy Teles have initiated

appeals on three parolees. Islea antd.
Two of the appeals are ponding. Etgo, possesaion of a prisoner’s
The third one ended when the psychological records can be pow-

erful evidence that a parole
should be denfed. These recorde
might show that a prisoner is In
fact likely to commit more crimes,
however woll behaved he was in

parole board voluntarily reversed
its own declslon and put the man
back In prison. .

McCarthy and Isles review tho
files of about 50 potential paro
lees each week. They request
more information on 10-20, then
decide which of those cases stand
a chance of being approved by a

prison.

But Isles end McCarthy have
beon denied accesa to the paychio-
logical records, Department of

Corrections officlals cite doctor/
pationt privacy privileges as the
reason for withholding-the infor

mation,

“] think it's a ridiculous pos-
turoe to take,” McCarthy satd, not-
ing that sho and Iales could ap-
peal twice as many paroles if thoy
were_given tho .psychological
records. ‘Without the psych
records, our hands are tied,” she

This Is especinlly important
when dealing with child-abusing
pedophiles, McCarthy said, who
aro “classtcally model prisoners.”

Although ' the current parole
board is “far more conservative
than past parole !mud‘a," McCar-

* different prisoner must

involves the parole of a man who! -
was given ono to 20 years for felo
nlous assault, a crime he commil

ted while on parole for armed rob:
bery. The parole board approv

this man'a second parolo alter h
sorved just 18 months,

“It virtually never happens that
anybody serves their maximum®
nentence,” Telos sald. y

To help solve this problem,:.
Isles and McCarthy support a:.
proposal by Ward, R

* Ward favors a system whereby
. a parolec’s maximum sentence:
would not bo waived at tho end of -
o two-year parolo period; as I8~

be held in the stato's prisons, and
those prisons ere filled to capaci-
ty, when one man goes in, another
man has to come out.

‘When a prosccutor successfully
appeals the parolo of a given pris-
oner and kecps him locked up, 8

To-
leased instead,

Isles and McCarthy realize this
ond sco their mission ns meking
sure the lowest risk prisoners aro
relensed. *I would prefer to have a
shoplifter in my neighborhood
than o sex offender,” McCarthy
said,

Another downslde of crowded
prisons fs that most offenders are
uleened ong belore serving their

thy ‘said, she ges that
her goul is “totally different" from
the parole board's,

Because there are legal limits to
the number of prisoners that can

and many of  typically done now, Instead, Ward -
them are released before serving  says, individuals who commit -
thelr minimum sentences. crimea on parols should be re-in-

carcerated to complote their maxis
mum scntences.

For example, one of the appeals
Ieles and McCarthy are pursuing

clreuit court judge for appeal.
To get permission to sppeal,
Isles and McCarthy must demon-

ATaste of the Past «,
Up t)n ,30% off )
BATHTUB REF'N'SH'NG :'I,mqml'r"l‘l a;ntllcllbfv
10 YEAR WARRANTY AVAILABLE '”;’:M'"f‘""”""" 1800's
SAVE 80% OVER REPLACEMENT o e 3 Chioa Haas
WINTER SPECIAL novon” Hasd Plasbcs
g8 R ran | | BB g iond
STANDARD TUB SR Reciting SALE ENDS u&
QUALIT l" +Chip and Scratch Repak SAT,, JAN. 291
i " :
ot el 2213038 | R¥ R T
Ty Estimates D  whnthis'coupon I a i Apivont
- AP A ey AT

A\
N

Leewards

1
Skein  Vatues to 249

Weekend

Our weekend packages offer
you both escape and escapades,

Enjoy our state-of-the-art
fitness center complete with
indoor pool, sauna, whirlpoo!
and more. Plus, we're near
racquet facilities, golf courses,
nightlife and fine dining. In
fact, some of the best nightlife
and dining is right here in
the hotel.

Rooms? Luxurious!

So get out of your weekend
rut and take one of our week-
end rouites.

1:275 418 Mite Road « Novi. Michigan
For reservations, call out professional trae
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Please step outside

t  The cold you feel right now is how
thousands of families feel 24 hours a day.

This year, thousands of men, women and children will be cold due o a financial
hardship. For them, the thought of snow only brings doubt and fear. Whether they
are physically or mentally disabled, unexpectedly unemployed or the working poor,
these people will endure the chill of winter without the protection of a warmhome.

That is until The Heat And Warmih (THAW) Fund.
.

. THAW is a non-profit organization which helps struggling families in 11
! Southeastern Michigan counties keep their heat on. Itis the last resort for families
-who have exhausted all other possible resources, Since 1986, THAW has assisted -
over 11,000 familics, more than half with children, Yet, THAW is not considered a
handout, buta helping hand, for less than 10% of the recipients are repeat cases.
. .

Once again, Detroit Edison is supporting THAW's cfforts. Every dollar you donate
will be matched by Detroit Edison and will go directly to those in need. '
So, as the nights grow longer, please remember the familics who grow colder.”

and read this.
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