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Masterpieces have comic touch

GARDEN SPOT _

Hit the heights with
sunflower contest

unflowers! They make tall

o Farmington resident Wil-
liam Jones has created a line
of caricatures of jobs and hob-
bies, The works, available at
Craft Village in Rochester,
can be personalized.

By MAry KLEMIC
STary WRITER

Doodling on the
£ job might be frowned
upon, but doodling
about a job can bring
smiles of delight.

i The latter kind of
doodling has become

points in gardens end add a ray of
sunehine even on cloudy days. There are
many varieties of these flowers, some -
with the traditional yellow roys, while others have
been bred for color — banded gold, orange, bur.
gundy, bronze and white.
Many varicties of annual sunflowers aro suit.
able for our gardens. This year, the Observer &

* Eccentric Newapapers are having a contest to seo
who can grow the tallest sunflower plant from
seed. So get out your catalogs and peruac tho seed

. packets in the stores 8o that you can join in the
fun.

Background

Sunflowers originated in South America and the
American Southwest. Tha Incas used them exton-
sively and put their likeness on thoir art. They
were used by American Indlans as food, as dye
plants and in poultices. Colonista learned from
the Indinne and also found other uses for this
plant — food for cattle, a coffee substitute and
“obaceo.” Tho oil was used in cooking, soap and
candlemaking.

Todey, sunflower oil is used as a cooking oll and
in industry. Tho secds aro eaten raw or ronsted by
humans, and used in birdseed and poultry mix-
tures. Some cultures still use them a8 our forefa-
thers did.

As Europeans came to America, they took the
seeds back to their countries where they were cul-
tivated with much success. As a result, many new

ivars were developed. Plonts originally from
America wero hybridized so well in tho Soviat
Union that even today, these same cultivars aro
grown here for commerciel purposes.

There was & sort of one-upmanship about grow-
ing sunflowers in Europe. Gerard reported growing
one 14 feet tall, It was reported that one in the
Royal Garden in Madrid reached 24 fest. The Ital-
jans boasted that, one in Padua topped out at 40
feot, So our contest can be a littlo continuation of
something that hoppened long ago. -

fl arein the positae family (in-
cludes dalsy, chamomile, dandelion), and the
best-known genus is Helianthus (from the Greek
hetios for sun, and anthos for flower), which con-
tains 150 apecies. Some of the annual species that
can range from five to 16 feet in height aro Mam-
moth Russian, Full Sun, Giant Grey Stripe,
Sunbeam, Mammoth, Ruasian Glant, Inca Jowels,
Evening Star and Evening Sun.

Although the rays provids the beauty to theso
flowers, the achenos (the perts in the center) con.
tain the little seeds that aze so loved. The entire
flower s called the head.

? MAXTY FIGLEY
Hitting heights: B.F. Landuyt of Beverly
Hills grew a 6-% foot tall sunflower.

a ful sideline for Willilam
Jones, a Farmington resident since
1988, Jones ia the creator of “Create
Your Own Masterplece!”, a lino of
cartoon caricatures of occupationa
and hobbies.

Tho pen and ink watercolors, mea-
suring 6% by 4-% Inches within a
broad matte frame, feature a charac-
ter surrounded by books, objects,
charts and other itcma that take a hu-
morous look at a job or interest.

“It's really reiaxing for me," sald
Jones, a marketer for the Ford Motor
Co. Customer Service Division.

A computer programmer sits at &
terminal with a screen reading “Beam
me up Scotty"; books on a shelf near-
by include the titles “Computer Caro
and Feeding” and “Learn Big
Words.” A “Sports Nut” is next to
three TV sets, each turned on to a dif-
ferent sport, and a tiny satellite dish.
A sign on o business porson’s desk
reads "Future VP On Board,” and a
file drawer is labcled “Paper Clips.”
A baby's bookehelf has the work,
“How to Train Your Parents.”

“Jt's nice to sce the reception,” aaid
Terry Floetor, owner of Craft Village
at 418 Main In Rochivater, where the
pleces are sold. “Thore are a lot of
gigeles when people sce them. It's
nice that he can lize them to

Making masterpleces: Farmington resident William Jone
hqbbies, working out of his kitchen. The ideas come from
with his wife and comments from friends and customers.

of things you'd like to say to the boss
but never do.”

The pieces are a combination of the
artist’s observations, brainstorming
with wife Shelly, and suggestions
from others. For ezample, Jones
doesn't golf, so he showed a sketch
about the sport to golfers for their

what the customer wanta.”

Each picture has six areas where it
can be personalized: a banner at the
top, where a name, title or nickname
can be written; a st of things to do; a
dlaloguo balloon; and three books,

“It struck me that the thing that
people really like is the personaliza-
tion,” Jonesa said.

Other "signatures” of “Create Your
Own Masterplece!” are the parrot,
yobbit and mico in the picture that
share such thoughts as “Polly wants
1o go on spring break” (for the college
student), “I love the change in sea-
sons — bascball, football, hockey,
hasketball” (for the sports nut), and
“Which way to the exccutive suite?”
(for the business person).

“Polly ia the alter ego . . . the kind

People notice such details
as tho kind of vehicle drawn in the
picture for a car enthusinst.

Help also comes from tho stamped
posteard enclosed with the picture.
On the card, customers are nsked to
rate their satisfaction with the piece,
suggest other subjects and make com-

ments. Jones has a response rate of §

about 30 percent from the postcards.

“I've had people of all ages (buy
them),” he said of the pictures. ‘

Jonea described his working pro-
cess an “not real high tech.” Sitting at
his kitchen table, he firat pencils the
sketch, then inks it in. A first drawing
could take him eight to 10 hours,
while the final master sketch for the
printer could take 20 hours.

Soo MASTERPIECE, 5E

STAT? PHOTOS BY SHARON LEMIEUX

s shetches his caricatures of jobs and ©
his own imagination, brainstorming -..

Comic look: The colorful “Create Your Ow Masemiece!"

pictures can be per

lage in Rochester.

d. They are

ilable at Craft Vil-~

Presentation offers image itinerary to Far East

By MARY KLEMIC
BTAY? WRITER

* A treat.for the ears as well as for -

the oycs awaits visitors to Musical
Photo Paintings, & specinl event at o
Bloomfield Hills Inkefront home 3:30-
5:30 p.m, Sunday, Feb, 8,

AT o event features
£ tn| video imagery from Ja-
X ¥4l pan, Thailand end
d Hong Kong set to mu-
&4 sic. Also included are

Y l} imogos called “Impres-
b sions of Spring” accom-
panied by excerpts from
Puccinl’s *“Madame
Butterfly."

Musical Photo Paintings is being
ircunt?d by the Inne‘l:'circlu o’f the
n

vemlck

Vernick has produced more than 70
shows, including presentations ac-
companied by the Detrolt, Birming-
ham.Bloomficld, Rochester, West

Jorge screen presents @ series of na-
ture, city and country scones that dis.
solve smoothly as the program runs.

i part of one scene lingers

Bloomfield, Pontiac-Oakland and
Grosse Pointe symphony orchestros.
He describes the productions as an
art form that reaches out to convey
innermost feclings.

“It’s & marriage of art imagea and
music sot to crente a dimensional ex-
perionce,” Vernick said.

“I'm trying to capture this and
share it. This is what & poet would do,
or a painter.”

in the next. The music acta moods.

In the “Impressions of Spring" por-
tion, strings play a delicate melody In
& misty acenc of a forest. In another
picture showing blooms, homns play
as if proclaiming the beauty. A yollow
flower, shown In closcup, looks like
the sun.

Orient expression
For r.!m scquonce on Japan, mgl-

The Hong Kong sequence will show
“the meeting of East and West, the
rich and the poor.

“When you approach Hong Kong
you seo the glitter of tho new build.
ings . . . and you could walk a few
blocks and feel a8 if you hed gone
back in time, almost a8 if they builta
set for a movie.” E

In Thoiland “the people were 86
wanderful, very warm, It's a relatively
poor country but (has) spectacular-.
scenery. .

“They're all Asian countires but :
ug‘h unique fm& the other.” L

“You just plck up such entt
(about Vernick's shows),” sald Mari.
Iyn Hebsburg of Weat Bloomfield,
one of the LCE Special Event Com-
sembers. (They'ro

yrie nj

tion with the music/video produc.
tion's founder and director, Richard
Vemnick of Bloomfleld Hills. It ls

mittee n nnll'led)

Art form

tional Jap music

plctures of tomples and people in coa-
tume. Japancse rock music accom-
panies the neon-fllled pictures of the
modem, downtown Ginza district.

] tried to show the beauty and the
conteast botween the old Japan and
thud‘ncw. dynamic Japan,” Vernick

i

e Feb, 6 p s ;
Far Eastern visual and musical expe- -
rlence is & banquet of Oriental hors
d'ocuvres provided by HDS Services :
of Farmington Hills, Men Jin Lau of -
Troy and Thai House Restaurant of '
Roseville. LCE board member There- *

——— e

being hosted by Sondra Berlin. The automated slide show on a sal Soo mll’lol, TE
Artbeat teatures various happenings in the - . mendations for !ppl’ﬂpl‘ll’h art work. Theycan - ‘. )
suburban arts world, Send news leads to: Cre- ‘ be reachied at 810-544.2886, which s alsothelr -
ative Living, Observer & Eccantric Nowspapers, fax number. -
805 E. Msple, Birmi 48009, or fax them
by calling 644:1314. . . ’ e | EMIWSOURCK . L ok
EPIANODAY o lery, 7001 Orchard Lake Road, Suita 430A, In A now Information sourco has been designed |
: West Bloomfleld. To celebrata thia milestone, -

" Satusnday, Feb, 6, Oakland Univarslty la Ro-
t & Piano Enrichment Day, of-

" for the arts and crafts industry. The Arts and
Crafta Register i3 a dlrectory that brings together { .
hundreds of 1994 arts and crafta shows, festivals '|*

ll

LOOKING AHEAD
- ?m:m In search of fresh |deas and directlons,’

! and other events in Michigan. It contains
turn to the gallery world in anewlocation, .

3 their teach- .
ta1n grades 112 40 s Tocation information for the artisan or craftapes-

1 p.m. that

ers and parents. A competitive recital

What to watch fbr in Craative Living next week: in Vi Recital Hall Is to Tha gallery will offi closs a2 of Jun. 31, san as well as the general public.

: fﬁwuﬁnﬁf,,m,mw&;?ﬂu",‘m The Rublnera will have & warshousa where they - e Atts and Crafta Register s avallsble -

W A viait to an exhibit of Iarsell dance photo- Moon st 646-9748. B ‘malntain a selection of cholce pleces from - ‘throughout the year, It sells for $9.99 plus sales

&Emwnmmwwnmnuusm . Ih-nﬂuylnmtwymdwﬂhhwhmhvlp-- " tax and $2.25 ahlpping and handling To order, -
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lmlummnnuymtllmm 1994 marks the 30th year of the Rubiner Gals homes oz offices to make and recom- m«.mat&o-au-sma. ) o TR
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