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Makes pitch: Dr. Jack Kevorkian speaks at St. Paul
Pres‘byteriun Sunday morning tg make a pitch to
by, e morning &

physician

By Sue BUCK
BTAFF WRITER |

As a clergyman, Rev, Thomas
Egrebeen hos walked through
both the valley of the living and
the near-dead.

“The suffering person grabs
you hy the coller and says, 'Please
help me die’,” Eggebeen said.

Call it fate or coincidence then,
that the petition drive to attach
the “Mercy Amendment” to the
Michi ban on_ phystc
sinted suicide was launched Sun-
dny at Eggebeen'a St. Poul Pres-
byterian Church in Livonia.

The church regulerly holda a
forum session Sunday momings
Letween scheduled church ser-
vices to give congregation mem-
bers an opportunity to explore
ond dlscuss current issues and
the church’s interactive role.

‘The stage for Dr. Jack Kevorki-
an's first scheduled public apeech
In three years was set there when
Farmington Hills resident Janet
Good, president of Hemlock of
Michigan, who was originally
scheduled as Sunday's speaker,
relinquished her spot after learn-
ing Kevorkian waa available.

“You're trying to raise me up to
the level of hero,”* Kevorkian be-
gan. “There's no heto in this any-
more. We are all in this together,”

Kevorkian was recently freed
1 i lﬂthﬂl’ i d

Packed house: The pews of St. Paul Presbyterian was filled for its Sunday morning forum session to hear
ted de should be legalized in Michigan.

arg ts why ph,

as the right of frecdom ot apeech
ond assembly when a person is
healthy, Kevorkian said, He refer-
enced President Franklin Roose-
velt’s “four freedoms” speech
cquating freedom from fear as
being directly related to freedom
from fear of sulfering.

“The legislature hos said, ‘You
muat suffer’,” Kevorkian said.

Geoffrey Feiger, Kevorkian's at-
torney, preceded Kevokian's
speech. “This transcends relig-
jon," Feiger anid, “It’s a metter of
choice, 8 ional right to be

from an
by Oaklend Circuit Coust.
Applause followed his repeated
assertions that all peaple have a
right to not suffer. Ho referred to
Lansing legislators as “tyranta”
and the “mentally infirm.” .
A person’s right not to suffer
when he is dying is as important

left alone. 1 know domn well that

ﬂ}e government does not own my
o

Felger stressed that the amend.

“Who gets a heart transpant?
And, who docsn't? Who geta kid-
ney dialysis? And who doesn’t.”

Joycelyn Koenig, of Redford,
said that her grandfather commit-
ted suicide when he learned that
he, like his two sisters before him,
had cancer of the stomach. Be-
cause her mother-in-law had no
Jiving relatives, Koenig felt frus-
teated when she didn't have a le-
ga! say in her fate. Her mother-in-
lnw died in a nursing home. “I
could have saved the taxpayers a
1ot of money,” Koenig said.

Added Koenig's son, Fabian
Lanzy of Redford: “1'd like to see
the voters decide.”

Phil Farhat, 13, of Livonia,
joined his family in their support
of Kevorki: “People should

ment is aimed at ly compe-
tent adults, not minora.

Life and death decisions are
made every day, Feiger added.

have the right to die if they are
?uﬂ'ering and have nothing to live
or."

'Local cleric helps Kevorkian's right to die drive

Good first
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when she reod his rebuttal of Ar-
chbishishop Adam Maida’s Feb-
ruary 1993 letter to o daily news-
paper in which Meida cailed every
moment of life precious, “Even
terminal suffering has value and
meaning,” Maida wrote. “In
strange sort of way, as the saying
goes, suffering is good for the
soul.” .
Eggebeen's letter responded, in
part: “The power of medicine to
interrupt the process of dying is a
gift from the hand of God, but
even Jesus brought Lazarus back
from the grave only once,”
Hemlock members wearing “I
Back Jack” buttons, energetically
passed out petition forms in the
church basement during the re-
ception hour_following Kevorki-
an's speech. Eggebeen is a Hem-
lock member, supporting the op-

tion of voluntary euthannsia for
the inally il

Several family members of the|
20 persons Kevorkian assisted
were also present, including mem-
bers of the Donald O'Keefe family
of Redford.

Carot Poenisch, daughter of
Merian Frederick, who took her
life in Kevorkian's Royal Qak
apartment last October, said her
mother was saingle-mindedly
focused on suicide as soon a8 she
learned she had ALS or Lou
Gehrig's disease. But, Frederick
aleo grappled with who would as-
sume care of a mentally retarded
daughter who lived at home.
Poenisch now does. .

“Even my sister asked Dr.
Kevorkian, ‘How come aenimals
gnv?‘ghe right to die, but people
on't?, " .

Makes
sergeant:
Sgt. Tim
" Connor, with
' the Farming-
ton Hills Po-
lice Depart-
ment since
1980, stands
at the de-
partment’s
front desk.
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" “Phe Farmington Hills Police
* Department came out in force'Fri-
*day — and the uniform of the day

« included a smile — an two of their

< (incst were promoted and a new .

7. officer added. d

~ Chuck Nebus, 38, and a 18.year

Z plus veteran of the Hilla force be-

ame the first officer in sdven

ents to be promoted to Heuten-

nt. Tim Connor, 38, was pro-

oted to sergeant,

Evan Waraecke, 25, becamo an
fficer after more than three yéars

<":as a cadet in the department.

»' “These are well-camed promo-

. “tions,” said a beaming Chlef [Blll

. ‘Dwyer. !
“. The men had worked hord and
- earned their promotions through
" ‘competitive exams and extensive
. ‘tralning, Dwyer sald, .
Nebus jolned the department In
April of 1974 as a cadet. He was
hired ns an officer in October
1976. He haa served in the patrol
diviaion, undercover surveillance
unit, detective section and juve-
nile section.

d

Hills police promote 2;
new officer joins ranks

Lt. Chuck Nebus

the Northwestern University Staff
and Command School, has a mas-
w:'lI degreo from Eastern Michl-

1n 1985, Nebus was p
1o scrgeant, was named as detec.
tive nection supervisor and wasa
named the department’s police of-
ficer of the year. He has attended

ity in public admini
tration and graduated from the
FBI National Academy in Quan-
tico, Va., in Deceabst 1822
Connor, who joined the depart.
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ment in 1980 alter four years as a
police officer in Garden City,
served in tho patrol division and
traffic sectione. In 1987 he was
Teal 3 the d '8

as the

tralning officer. During his os-
signment, Connor helped the de-
partment gain statewide recogni-
tion with such innovative projects
as “Police Journal,” a cable
show, and the THINK program,
to educate children about drugs.

In 1984, Connor recelved a cita-
tion for rescuing a woman from a
burning building and was alsc
named polico officer of the year.
He has a bachelor'a degree from
Madonna University and s a cer-
tified firearms inatructor,

“Tim {s going to make an out-
standing supervisor,” Dwyer said.

Warsecke joined the depart.
ment in November 1990. He has
had several assignments with the
department and will enter the
Oakland County Police Academy
in February.

“We're certainly proud of you,”
sald Mayor Lamy Lichtman.
"We'r'\'a are continually 'n.e?lﬂn's

on the p
ism of our police department.”

1t Ia & credit to the department
that serlous crime has decres
whila the city’s population has in-
crensed, Lichtman sald.
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