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: CHRISTINA FUOCO o

oundgarden fans can preview the band's
{12 new 15-sang album “Superunknown' one
month before it hits the stores. By dialing

(800) 204-ROCK, fans will hear excerpts of four

* songs — the funk metal of “Spoonman” (the first
single and video), the slow groove of “The Day I

+Trled to Live,” the AOR-made “Fell on Black

" Days” and the hook-laden “My Wave," one of the

nnlr]u gs previewed at their Pine Knob show in the

s fall, M

. The band, who begins their U.S, tour in May,

«& will relense vinyl copics of their aibum on Feb. 22,
two weeks before the CD and cassette atreet date
of March 8, There will also be a limited amount of

“golored vinyl — blue, orange and cleer.
+  Excerpts of songs by Swervedriver (who plays
< the Blind Pig Fridoy, Feb, 4, with Mediclne),

. Doughboys, Therapy? and Paw can also be
heard by calling the number.
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ere’s 8 warning for current or future girl
friends of Greta singer Paul Plagens: If
your clothes start disappearing from your
éloset, you can count on an impending breakup.
:"4A girl can tell when we're getting close to the end
of a relationship) when I borrow a couple dresses
>+ and don't give them back.”

Plagens, you sce, has a penchant for wearing
*dreases, At a recent Harpo's show, he donned a
dreas on stage and while judging the “sexy ladies"”
conteat. Inside the CD booklet, he was photo-
graphed wearing a simple, “Little Housc on the
- Praitie” number.

R - Like his dresses, the band's lyrics are innocent

b »and simple — discussing things like their hatred
.1, “of school (“School on Fire") and ex-girlfriends

{5 (“Dirtbag"). That's a far cry from the intense lyr-

" ics thelr former bandmates — Pearl Jom's Eddie

|- Vedder and Rage Against the Machine's

+ drummer Brad Wllk — arc now throwing out.
“I¢’g go totally irrelevant,” said lead guitarist Kylo
Baer when his former bandmates are mentioned.
“Ifthis band got really famous, it would be an
interesting footnote.” But until then, it's a forbld-

<. den subject.
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LOCAL SPINS

A= With February comes a deluge of local and na-

tional acts to the Detrolt arcn. Hero's the “best
bets" for the month as far as Michigan-bred acts
are concerned.

© 1.“Jazz ot Sweet Lorralne’s,” 29101 Green-
4. field north of 12 Mile in Southfield, Tuesday, Feb.
1, Jazz in a brightly painted, chic dining room,
(810) 559-6985
2, Enst Lansing's alternapop band The Verve
Plpe co-headlines with roota-rocking Red C Fri-
day, Feb, 4, at Lili’s, 2930 Jacob, Hamtramck.
(313) 875-6555
= 3, Award.winning blues from the throaty Mimi
Harrls and tho Snakes, Fridoy, Feb. 4, at Stan's
.. Du%out, 3350 Auburn, Auburn Hills, (810) 852.
-84

i 4. Sometimes Why releasea its single, “Perpet-
“ual Love” with the B-side “Forever,” with a per-
. formance and dance party at Griff's Grill, 48 N,
* Seginaw, Pontiac, Saturday, Feb. 5. (810) 334.9292
5. Spank, which includes members of Mission-
pry Stow and C, performs with the Ann Ar-
|.zhor rock band Restroom Posts Saturday, Feb. 5,
.ot the Magic Bag Theatro Cafe, Woodward north
[ovof Nine Mile, in Ferndale. (810) 644-3030
6. Jason McCauley Berry and his All-Night
Flsh Market releasa thelr self-titled debut CD

-| - with a party at Industry, 16 S, Saginaw, Pontiac,

Thursday, Feb, 10, (810) 334-1999
7. Rhythm and blues crooner and former South-

4rolt Saturday, Feb. 12, with a show at the Fox
3 Theatro in Detroit. Also performing: Regina Bello

’ ﬂi;ﬁeld resident Kolth Washington returns to De-
5

8, The up. g swirly al rock
trio Whirling Road roturns to the Blind Plg, 206-

31| 208 S. First, Ann Arbor, Wednesday, Fob. 16, (313)

596.8555
2 9, The in-your-face rock of Brocch meets the
#Sweet harmontes of StaterSeed at Lili's 21, 2030

210, Vudu Hippies debut its new lineup at
Griff'a Grill, 49 N. Saginaw, Pontlac, Friday, Feb.
25. (810) 334.9202

B Fed up with being exclusive-
ly labeled as “ska,’”” Gangster
Fun is trying to show people
that the horn-laden form of
music isn’t just a novelty.

By CuRrisTINA Fuoco
Brarr WITER

There's no way
to misinterpret
how Gangster Fun
feels about being
pigeonholed asa
ska band,

“Ska sucks,”
drummer Brian Bowie and lead vo-
calist John Bunkley anid almost in

syne,

“We're tired of being labeled as a
ska band, We're pigeonholed as
some sort of novelty act, . ,Asif
ska is ony different from alternative.
‘We'ro just as alternative ns any
other alternative musie,” Bowie
aaid,

“Really, we're just ltke every other
rock band in Detroit except we have
alittle different bent,” Bunkley
added.

Most people don't realize that, ac.
cording to Bunkley, He's tired of ex.
plaining ska music to people who
are unfamilior with it. (For the
record, “The Rolling Stone Encyclo-
pedio of Rock & Roll” describes it
as “quicker and less brooding than
reggee.”)

Because of the ambiguity of ska
music, many people assume that it's
“this weird, weird fringe thing,”
Bowie said. In response, thoy're
trying to clear up that misconcep-
tion. Many things have hindered
their quest, however, they said.

For example, winning the *Best
World Beat Band" prize at the De-
troit Music Awards has caused fur-
ther confusion. Bowle said that
belng incorrectly lumped into
“world beat” {s insulting because
they're “alternative.”

“When somebody gives you an
award that says ‘Best World Beat
Band,’ that’s a put down to every
world beat band in Detroit,” said
Bowie, a Pontiac reaident.

Also, compllations like “Ameri-
can Ska-thic: A Portrait of Midwest
aka Past to Present” further pi-
geonholes ska, he added. Members
of Gangster Fun appear on the CD
with the Steady Enenest horns play-
ing a cover of AC/DC's “You Shook
Me All Night Long.” Thoy're un-
happy with the track because it was
recorded with another member sing-
ing lead — not Bunkley.

At any rate Midweatern ska, they
said, doean't offer Gangster Fun any
competition because many bands
ore just studio projects.,

“We don't want anything to do

with it,” Bunkley said of Midwest-
em sk,

Gangster Fun: To be ska free

Chuck Wren, a Chicago ska DJ
and organizer of “American Ska-
thic,” said the “ska” or ‘Midwest-
ern ska" labels aren’t all that bad.

*‘Alternative’ means nothing to-
day. For them to want to be called
that means nothing.”

B  STREET BEATS

Bowie and Bunkley stressed that
they're not being “pompous” by
wanting to nix the musical pi-
geonhale,

“If you've been listening to it for
as long as we have, (you'd be sick of
it, too).. . . Qur music is different
because it's our own. If you can’t
stand your own music, then you quit
the band,” Bowie sald.

Gangater Fun has been around
since the late 1980s when it released
“Come See, Come Ska" on Eng-
land’s ska Records in 1989. The al-
bum proved successful for the band,

which has since gigged with banda
such as Fugazi, Bad Brains, Bad
Manners and Bim Skala Bim.
Bunkley said the key to their suc-
coss ia that mustcally and lyrically,
they use a light-hearted approach to
get serious messages acroas.

“1 think we're more light-hearted
people than most bands, They take
themselves and their music "way too
seriously. They use it as a means to
anend. . . just have a good time
until you break up,” Bunkley said,

Despite general unhappiness with
the music business, the duo didn't
see Gongster Fun breaking up any
time soon. In fact, they're recording
on EP at The Disc in Eastpointe for
possible relense in June. The CD,
which will include a cover and a few
originals, is their first since 1991’s
“Time Files When You're Gangster
Fun.” It took three years to record
their new record, they said, because
they were “lazy."

“We just didn’t get around to
dolng it. It's expensive to run a band

A llnewﬂ
label: Few
people know
what “ska”
music is, 50
Gangster
Fun wishes
that more
people would
| just call them
“alterna-
tive.”

with 10 people in it,” Bowie said.
(Gongster Fun also includes key-
boardist Andy Birko of Livonia, gui-
tarist/vocalist David Minnick of
Center Line, percussionist/vocalist
Josh Silverstein of Southfield, saxo-
phonist Chris Minnick of Ann Ar-
bor, trumpeter Tony Albano of Ster-
ling Helghts, trombonist John Ferry
of Milan and bassist Ron Hill of De-
troit.)

“We're a bunch of slackers, We're
never on time,” Bowie said. (Well,
not never: They were on time for
thelr Interview.)

The yet-to-be-nomed EP will car-
ry Gangster Fun’s tradematk sound.
After all, Bowlio sald, they may be
slck of ska, but they're not stck of
their music,

Gangater Fun performs Saturday,
Feb. 5, along with Gun Rack at the
Faleon Club, 3516 Caniff, Ham-
tramck. Doors open at 9 p.m, Must
be 18 to enter. Cover charge is $65.
For more information, call (313) 368-

Rising stars: Hot Footin’ Puddin’ Pie — Kim Marro (left),

Dee Boman, Deb Agolli and Lenny Pops — is quickly becom-
ing one of the most talked-about Detroit bands.

1

Proof is in Puddin’
for charming band

By CHRISTINA Fuoco
BTAr? WRITER

Hot Footin’ Puddin’ Pie has an un-
denlable charm about them.

When lead singer Lenny Pops en-
ters a room, he commands attention
with his somewhat pompous air,
trademerk curly reddish-brown halr
and 1970s-style black leather coat. In
tow aro thres females who oozs “cool”
— suave drummer Deb Agolli, the
platinum-blonde cheruble Kim Mar-
ro, and the sweet-talking smiling Dee
Boman.

This quertet may be an eyeful to
look ot but don't underestimats their
musical talent. They've become one

of the moat talked about up-and-com-
ing Detrolt bands.

Modestly Marro explained how she
thinks the buzz about Hot Footin'
was created.

“We're not so serious, Wo have a
playful, charming aspect. It’s conta-
gious when people seo us,” she sald,

Try to take your eyes away from the
stage on which Hot Footin® is playing
and you'll find yourself subconscious-
ly retuming to them.

‘Tho sweet vocal harmonles of Agol.
1, Marro and Boman in songs like
“Willow Tree” will awirl around in

. ‘Boe PUDDIN', 7A

Jacob, Hamtramck Friday, Feb. 18, {313) 875-6555 .

¥..  LOOKING AHEAD

What to watch for in Street Scona next week:

..- Christina Fuoco previews a hoat of ahows com-
ing to town in February. .
 John Monaghan takes a look at the movie scens.
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Items should be two
weeks in advance to: Christina Fuo-
co, 36261 Schoolcroft, Livonio, MI
48150, or by fax at (313) 591-7279.

Monday, Jan. 31
MARY MCGUIRE AND JULIX XOVACH
Four Greenflelds, 3333 w"m Ave.,

rlorn Oal, {acoustic folk

(810) 280-2902

Tuesday, Feb. 1

JAZZ AT EWELET LORRAINE'S CATE

Festuring A Main and )orvmulen 1.3
Sweet 's Cafo, Groenfield Road
north of 12 Mila Road, Southfield, Jozz)
(810 559.5385

wih Ign‘\};“lﬂﬂ CTombo at Bung Pig, 206~
208 S, First St., Ann Arbor.{pop} P
(313) 9968555

IN,CONCERT

mm- m,. 3333 N, Woodward Ave.,
?ﬂo} 9855568 X
Wednesday, Feb. 2

I SNIDERO
Acclaimed aito saxophonist from New York
Clty st Bird of Paradise, 207 S, Ashley, Ann

Arvo,

@13)662.8310

STEWART COPELANG & THE RHYTHMATISTS
Wﬂ’l Uatid mvlmmmn mﬂ:)!, 2115
(313} 981-5451

AND OVER MIAD .
WIth Tension Spiash at Band Pig. 206-208
S. Fiat St., AN Arbor. {rock)

CODR

With Marshall Law at The Ritz, 17580 Fra-
ho, Rosavide. (rock)

810) 77

SLOW CHRLDREN AT PLAY
(313) 996-855 ?,f’,",','gﬂ“"'m . Pontiac, {rock)
Thursday, Feb. 3 _) PUTONE P9
aicon Club, 3515 Contf, Hamtremck.
Prong anc stthastate | ¢lomimoesed ook '
Theatrs, 2115 Woodward, Detroit. Soid ‘{‘,’!IJ)JGB-&JID ‘
oigs il
Performs with T 2nd Mr. Wizdy
T sn Ann Abor Art Net Fund-aiser ot
With the Dirty Dozen Brass Band as part of | Biind Pig. 208-208 S. Fist St., Anny Arbor,
Gins at the Majastic, 4140 (md() *
Woodward, Datroit. (rydeco) {313)996-8555
700 Friday, Feb. 4
AP THRILT Tl VIV P
Avon 8ar, 3982 e ¥
uon B2, Aubum Rood, Rochester | With Red Cat ot Lir's, 2030 Jacob, Hem-
{810} 852.2707 See [N CONCERT, 7A




