Farmington Dbserver

CONTINUES TN .
_SECTION NE

~ CREATI

e t.

. Insioe: [ i
Eshibitions, SE | |}
Real estate / ]

"Love’s in bloom with
- TOSES, _orchid plants

: oses aro tho traditional valentine flower,
When 1 spoke with Dennls Sparr,

- tea, 'Royalty,’ for 10 years. It is longer lasting than

. Sparr, they have been cut under water at tho store
pes H o rf
" roses will 1nst a long time. Royalty will last two

. weeks or more and the Sweethearta a week to 10
. days.

s
it i hece

* fout-foot tall Cymbidiim orchid with up to 20

1. Center for Creative Studies; displayed

owner of Spare’s Flowers and Green-
house, 42610 Joy in Plymouth, 1 learned
that this company has an acre of glass houses.
The roses that they sell in this location, o full-
service Morist and greenhouse operation, as well as

five shops in the arca, arc all grown in these green-
houses. From 35 to 100 dozen roses are cut each
day of the year except Christmas and New Year’s

Day. : . :
They scll all cut flowers, no plants, Sparr sald. B

#The long-stemmed roses are the most popu- Positive force: - Robert

lar,” he sald, “We have been growing o red hybrid stilli) '

older varieties. The most unusual roge, a Sweet-

heart, is ‘Lavonde,’ with lavender blooms. Another

unusunl color has a bright orange bloom.”

Pink, white and yellow roses also aro grown.

For some time, Sparr’s has been hybridizing —

as Sparr says, “ploying with” — a roso that will

have a variegated leaf and a purple flower,

When you are given a bouguet of roses from

dno ing time ia these

The renson the roses are cut under water is to
provent an alr pocket from rising up the stem,
which causes the head to flop. Since the planta are
grown on location, the flower will lnat longer and
will stay erect. Sparr compares thia to buying veg-
etables from a local farmer: Buying from the
grower agsures that you got a better quality prod-

to cut the atem of rosca at ™
underwater. . -

home, do cut t!

About orchids™ .. . s L
Orchid plants are an alternative to cut flower
arrangoments for a valenting gift. Tim Robinson,
design manager at Tiffeny Florist, 784 S, Wood-
ward in Birmingham, told me the orchid bloom
will last up to two months “if the plantinin the
stage of budding when purchased; most clionts
treat them a8 a disposabte plant.”

Orchids are avallabla in many colora — green,
yellow, lavender, pinks, burgundy and purple. Siz.
o8 are quito variable, from the small, 10-inch tall
Lady Slipper variety with a singlo bloom, to the

blooms. Tiffany's carriea five or six varicties,

“When a supply of orchids comes in they pell
aut in a hurry,” Kobinson said. “We have a list of
customers who wait for our call.”

Tho baslc care for orchids Ia to water them so
that the water goes through the roats; they must
not sit in water, These are rainforest plants that
grow on tree bark and like to ba misted, which -
keepa the humldity around them high. .

‘Mist the plants in the moming. Sufficient light
Ia essentinl for healthy growth and flower produce
tion. Mature plants nced a 10- to 20-degree tem-
perature difference between night and day. Ferti-
{izer must bo provided on a regular basis, as rec.
ommended.

‘When you buy an orchid from Tiffany Florist, a
care sheat accompaniea each plant for the variety

selected. .
Well, folks, let's face it: Chocolates aro yummy,
but the caloriea stay with us for a long time, while
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tilling in them nature’s healing ability,

Srary Warres 4

Fiber takes on fabulous forms in a
show of the. Michigan Weavera Guild
at the Woody'Gallery this month.

The gallery is in the lower level of
the Huntington Woods Library,
south of 11 Mile and west of Wood-
ward at 26415 Scotia.

“It's' yery impressive work,” said
guild fmember Harriet Wells, a
Bloomfield resident.

1 think Heople apprecinte the (im-
agingtion) that goea into It.”

, Special featurea of the exhibit in-
clyde a reception, demonstzation and
? 6 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. the last day,
-Gaturday, Feb. 26, A drawing for a
andwoven art work bag by Bob
'Owen will take place. And throughout
the duration of the exhibit, visitors
may add colorful, recycled paper
strips, foll, fur or thoir own mnterials
to a giant reed basket.

Youngatera nre asked to “weave a
wish” — that is, write a wish for
themselves, somebody else or the
world on the strips of paper and
weave the strips into the basket. Stu-
dents ot Burton Elementary School
in Huntington Woods will visit the
disploy os part of their learning about
weaving thia month.

“The little children, they love it,"
Wells said of weaving.

The display features about 126
pleces, large and small, by 17 artiats
of the guild, most of them from this
area. Materials and colors used in the
works are wide ranging.

Shed light
on-shade
gardening

By MARTY FiGLEY
STAr? Warrean
. ling Shode Gardening”

is the title of a symposium on deaign,
plants and garden style aponsored by
Horticulture magazine and the Cran-
brook Educational Community, 8:30
a.m. to 4:16 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 19, at
Cranhirook Science Museum auditori-

um.

“The Cranbrook Gardens Auxiliary
ia very excited at the thought of hav-
ing tho prestigious group from Horti-
culture magazine selecting Cranbrook
to have their seminar,” sald Rita Ma-
son, president of the Gardens Auxili-
ary. *“The Science Museum Is an ex-
cellent locale.”

Registration fees are: 489, Cran-
brook {ncmbm: $99, le;tlcullur;

09,
dents with proof of full-ti

$58,

status. The fee Includes all handouts
and refreshments, and a box lunch
(except for student rate).

To register, write Horticulture, 88
N. Washington, Boston, Masa. 02114-
1918, or call 1-800-370-1730 or fax
617.367.6364, Indlcate reguler or
vegetarian box lunch. MasterCard,
Visa or check accepted. Early regia-
tration ia encouraged, since space is
limited. Welk-ins are welcome if
apace parmits.

Ta reach the Science Museum, use

the Cranbrook maln entrance at 1221
N. Woodward in Bloomficld Hills,
just north of Cranbrook Road and
‘south of Long Lake, The gate attend:

. ant will direct you., 3

" Finding suitable plants and other
uses for shady gardens is sometimes
quits a challenge. At the aymposium
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* From the heart: Orchids r roses; either. -
" would make o welcome valentine gift. . ..
- LOOKING AHEAD .
What to watéh for /i Graative Living next woek: .

M A look at fursiture deslgns by students of the .-
Scott -

uptring Furniture's showroom.
Klemic’'s Pernpectives column,
bitions, art pallery event listings:

news leads

. Spotll;ht: 1634, a jutied arts and crafta show

", Quality crafters and artlats are wanted for .

Oakiand University's Meadow .

" Brook Theatre Guild. Show daten are Sept. 24: -

, March 19, Jury
- qulred. Call 852.3780 or 76-8848

. Grstativn Ties of Qul
. quil

* a.m. Priday, Peb: 11, a
W, Big Boaver Road (call 81
' Come and ha

Feb. 24,

25. Juriea willl take place Thursday,
Saturday, 19, Jury resstvatis




