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Jury verdict mixed in county sex discrimination suit

.
By PAT MURPHY
BTAFY WRITER

' Both sldea claimed victory in
the discrimination case ogalnst
the Oakland County Prosccutor's
office in which a federal jury
awnrded $150,200 to former as.
distant prosecutor Kathleen
Bohner-Solamon,

“The award speaks for itself,”
Bohner-Solomon’s lawyer, Robert
W. Palmer said Friday after a jury
awarded the money to his client
in US. District Court before
Judge Anna Diggs-Taylor,

* Palmer had asked for $770,000,
including lost wages and punative

domages, But the jury of four
women and three men awarded
the lesser amount after nearly two
days of deliberation.

“I'm pleased with the dect-
sion,” said Palmer, who added he
will also ask the court to award
attorney fees. “Essentially tho
Jjury ruled in our favor.”

County prosecutor Richard
‘Thompson, however, said he too
is pleased. The jury dismissed
most of Bohner-Solomon's argu-
ments, he said, and awarded her a
fraction of what she had asked,

In a mixed declsion, the jury
cleared Thompson of charges he

Crowd supports
Engler on sales
tax hike plan

Gov, John Engler brought his
Proposal A bandwagon to Bir-
mingham Friday and found a
largely supportive audience for
his schoo! finance reform pack-
oge.

Speaking at The Community
House as a guest of the Senior
Men's Club of Birmingham, En-
gler touted the sales tax increase
colled for in Proposal A as the
b‘cnt way to pay for public educa-
tion,

. “The sales tax makes sense and
we can export it,” he said. “Some
people in the Legislature don't
agree, and they're called Demo-
crats.”

. Engler's comments struck a fa-
vorable chord with many club
members.

*1 thought he was terrific,” sald

Bloomfield Hills resident Tom
‘Roberts. “I think he presented his
«ase very well, and 1 agree with
*him totally.”
» Tom Harris of Beverly Hills
‘also gave Engler high marks for
Jresenting a forceful argument for
Proposal A, but said he wasn't
swayed by the speech.
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% The state Senate has moved to
{ reduce the most unpopular part of
+ the school finonce reform package
¢ - the real estate transfer tax ~
+ Lefore it even takes effert.
Senators voted to cut the rate
. from 2 percent to 0.76 percent and
* sent the bill to the House where
an even stilfer battle ia ex;
this week.
. “It's (rustrating,” Bnld_ th!e

adequately, and as 8 lormer
teacher, I am very interested in
this issue,” he said, “But I'm atill
deciding how to vote on March
15

Engler's speech was cut short
because he arrived 46 minutes
late, explaining that a press con-
ference with Detroit Mayor
Dennis Archer about having the
aty designated a federal en-
terprise zone ran longer than ex-
pected.

“I have o good excuse for being
late, but there are no excuses far
being late,” he said.

Engler used most of his speech
to talk up the benefits of the sales
tox plan to Michigan’s economy.

*“The bLoackup plan pushed by
the Democrats is awful because it
would saddle Michigan with one
of the highest income taxes in the
nation,” he said. “And when you
add Detroit's resident income tax,
it would give that city the highest
income tax of any city in the na-
tion and that's not the kind of
message we want to gend to the

“He explained his position very _private sector.™

born of Kalamazoo to cut the rate
to zero, They falled in a 6 to 17
unrecorded amendment vote.

Carl denounced fellow senators
for the “height of hypocrisy” for
refusing his demand for a record
roll call, & procedure that takes
eight votes,

Senate Bill 999 was approved
31 to 3 with 4 absent, Here's how
arca senators voted:

Yes — Bouchard, Jack Faxon,

had discriminated against
Bohner-Solomon because she is a
woman, It ruled, however, that
Thompson, who was second-in-
command of the offico then, was
wrang for denying her civil rights
by refusing access to her person-
nel fite and job performance cval-
uation.

The jury also ruled that Ed-
ward J. Cibor, who was then head
of the prosecutor’s district court
division and the Imn'mdlnw BU-

G,

but he treated men and women
equally badly.

The suit by Bohner-Solomon
stems from 1986 to 1988 when she
was an asslstant working directly
far Cibor. Thompson was chief as-
sistant to then-prosecutor L.
Brooks Patterson at the time,

In January 1888, when Thomp-
son succeeded Patterson as pro-
secutor, the only one of 60 assist-
ants not retained was Bohner-So.
Imgm:

pervisor of Boh had
discriminated ogainst her because
of her sex. The defense had ar-
gued Cibor didn't dlecriminate,

filed suit
claiming the reason she was not
rehired was because of ill feclings
toward her from Cibor because

ghe 18 a woman, She also claimed
Thompson violated her civil
rights by denying access to per-
sonnel recorda,
Another part of

Bohner-Sol

ant I didn‘t reappolnt. But I did}
renpp?int 18 other women nssldt- |
ants.” ]

An cqually upbeat Pnlm'nr:'
d 1 .a i the:

mon'a initial sult was dismissed
earller in the nine-day trinl. That
was Bohner-Solomon's claim that
at least part of the discriminatory
actions stemmed from the fact
she haos a child from an interracial
relationship, -

Thompson was upbeat Friday.
He had taken the stand twice,
firmly dnl‘endlng] his policlenuuyd

style. “Boh

p .any

jury's award exonorated Thomp-{
son, “He can't claim victory when |
the jury went against him for;
$150,200," Palmer insisted. Y

Two former assistant prosecu-;
tors -~ Oakland Circuit Judge:
Denise- K. Langford-Mortis and:
Walled Lake Magistrate Andro}
Richardson — were among the!

mon was the only woman assist-

i who testified on behalf
of the prosecutor’s office,

Hearty Valentines:

center.

Molly Forward, executive director of the Oakland County mediation center, enjoys a light
moment with noted attorney Henry Baskin at a Hearts 'n Handshakes fund-raiser to benefit operations of the.
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also would be exempt — for ex-
ample, if ABC Home Building
transferced title to ABS Home
Sales.

Under Proposal A on the March
15 ballot, the real estate transfer
tax takes effect next Jan. 1; under
the statutory plan B, this May 1.

At 2 percent, Boucherd said,
the tax would have raised $426
million; at 0.75, $160 million a
year. “That's still a $266 million
sn!‘ingn," he said.

]

amend-

pensor, Sen. Michnel
R-Birmingham. “I put the bill in
t zero (tax rate). I would prefer
cro. I'm trying to get as big a cut
s I can.

“But the House absolutely
won't take up anything less than
o 0.76 percent rate, and nothing
; less than 0.75 percent will be
! figned into law.”

? Bouchard had to fight down a
 conservative Republican sttempt

D.Farmington Hills, David
Honi R-West Bloomfield
No — none,
Absent (excused) -~ Mat

Dunaskiss, R-Lake Orion.

Bouchard sald a little noticed
feature of his bill will “grandfa.
ther” people buying on land con-
tract. If they signed the land con-
teact prior to the cffective date of
the law, they won't be subject to
the renl estate transfer tax when
thelr pulrchfne ts completed.

. Ly Gil DiNello of
! Doug Carl of Utica and Jack Wel-

tween related corpornte entities

ments to exempt property trans-
furs from parent to child and
grandparent to child from the

transfer tax,
They also exempted properties
fized valus

State Senate chops real estate transfer tax

rob municipalities, community
colleges, prenatal care and
deferred maintenance on college
buildings, “Yours was an irre-

ible bul 1 tob)

t y
popular action,” said Pollack, a
U.S. Senate candidate.

Also voting no was Sen. Debbie
Stabenow, D.Lansing, a guberna-
torin! candidate. Stabenow argued
that next year school funds will
be $300 million short. She said
the state can't afford the Boue-
hard tax cut because the fiscal
1994 surplus is “artificial” be-
cause of double taxation — the
property tax doesn't expire until
July 1, but the new taxes will kick
inMay 1.

where the state value

had drepped between pi
and sale. That amendment was
offered by Sen. Lana Pollack, D-
Ann  Arbor, who nevertheless
voted ngainst the bill on final pas.

Bage.
Pollack said the tax cut would
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ta get you the loan you o

Consolidate your credit cards and
other debts and save hundreds even
thousands of dolfars per month

1Fyau have been tutned down by another lender or are Just aver-
whelmed by your monthly obligations Including credit cards and other
financing, Security Home Loan would like to heat from you. We

will help you use the equi;yd-yuu have built up in yaur hnm

Hyou call us now, we will help you complete the
following payment analysis (feee of charge) and let you
know how much money you can save.
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JOIN THE
BRIO ENGINEERS CLUB

Purchase § ems & Recetve
Rem_ FREE

LGirar - Bloomfind Hth
\ 873-8300 642-3000 /

—
INNEED OF A

FREE ESTIMATES
5251930
UNITED TEMPERATURE
8919 Mdaiobeit » Livonia
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Anny Blatt
Trunk Show

- <A\l February 17, 18 & 19th.

featuring the entire
Anny Blatt Spring &
Summer coliection.-
15% Savings on
any Anny Blatt Yarns
days of trunk showing only.
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Yoms, Kis&Mors

NORTHWESTERN HIGHWAY ¢ APPLEGATE SQUARE  355-1400

For wiitten Civil Service test

REHABILITATION COUNSELOR
EVALUATION, COUNSELING, TRAINING, JOBS
FOR PERSONS WITH DISABILITES
Solary Range $26,225 to $36,874
Application Beadline: March 4, 1994

(Date & Location to be announced)

Need MA Degree in: Rehabilitation Counseling. of
Counseling and Guidance, Soclal Work, Psychology.
Speclal Education or Occupational Therapy.

Call 722-7431 For Applications

In court, he’s no bigger

t doesn't matter how much

money of power a **fat ca1™ has.
1n an American courtroom, he's
exactly the same a8 you.

But wait! Can't a fat ca hire
the best lawyers? Won't they affect -
the case?

Yes, he c2n, And (hey probably
will, But 30 can you.

That's the beauty

of our legal system,

You can hire 1 good
‘without

spending 2 dime.

you.

Some very fine, respected
Lawyers will take your case for a
percentage, which they eam only I

win. s

That's 2 contingency fee. The
only way some people— decent
people like yoa -~ can afford legal

Tb leam more about hiringa .
Tawyer, ask for our free brochure, ©
“How to Judge an Attorney!* Call -
313/540-3333. Oruse the coupon.” *

“ Becanse yout legal rights are g3
bigmambodyy. .
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