The Observer/ MoNDAY, FEBRUARY 14, 1994

Poetry in motion: The Restro

om Poets — from left, gui- '

tarist Jason Magee, drummer Ben Lorenz, and bassist
Brian Poore — recently scaled down to a trio.
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“Lyrics really sre poetry. Po-
ems are dense, You can't just
get the meaning out of the first
try. When you do make a con-
nection, even though it might
not necessarily be the one that
was intended, it was a struggle
to get it,"” said Magee. Then, he
added, it's satisfying.

Besides thelr lyrics, the
band has a reputation for being
muslcally chollenging.

“} think they are more musi-
cally intense. Somebody who's
really into music” will like the
Restroom Poets, the DMA's
Koski snid.

The Restroom Pocts’ inten-
sity is one that is often under
fire by fellow bands, Drummer
Lorenz sald that they've been
called everything from “cheesy
college rock” to “not alterna-
tive enough.”

Actually, the Restroom Po-
cts are going for the “power
rock trio sound.” In mid-1993
the band slc]rnppud their lead

itarist an

‘War Room’ looks at Clinton campaighlf |

BY JOHN MONAGHAN
BrECIAL WRITER

ioh

| | MOVIES

Actor John Malk would
maoke a great Jomes Carville, that
is If the renl thing weren't such a
captivating performer  himeself.
With his high forchead, decp-set
eyes ond Southern accent, he
would look right at home in the
uniform of a flamboyant Civil
War general.

Carville's war, however, in
fought in Bill Clinten campaign
headquarters, where he and
George Stephanopoulos mliracu-
lously dodge the bullets of scan-
dol while trying to lob a few gre.
nades_into _enemy camp. “The
War Room,"” a new documentary
about their unconventional ex-
ploits, is a farcinating and enter.
taining portrait of Amesican poli-
tics in action.

After watching the movie,
which plays exclusively at the
Main Art Theatre in Royal Oak,
you mny be convinced that the
wiles of these two men alone
steered Clinton into the White
House,

Stephanopoulos, a handsome,
31-year-old Rhodes scholar,
coaches the Arkansas governor on
key paints in rally specches, right
down to pauscs, asldes and inflec.
tions, When clgcugn' nllght results

during the acceptance apeech.
Carville, a veteran in the politi-
cal arcna, wisely reads the signs
from a bank of television screens
in the cluttered makeshift offices
they call the “war room.” He
swears back ot a George Bush

" speech harping on Clinton's char-

acter and breaks into an alligator
smile when Perot stumbles into a

mine ficld with women's issues,
*The War Room" is directed by
D.A. Penncbacker and wife Chris
Hegedus. Penncbaker, whosne
“Don't Look Back” and “Mon.
tercy Pop” set the standard for
rock decumentariea in the 1960s,
keeps the mcwil‘! simple. He uses
raotl ially the

TTRTA

M ‘The War Room” Is directed by D.A. Penne-
baker and wife Chris Hegedus. Pennebaker,
whose “Don’'t Look Back” and “Monterey Pop'’
sot the standard for rock documentaries Inthe
19608, keeps the movle simplo. He uses music
offactively, especlally the Fleetwood Mack
standard “Don’t Stop Thinking About Tomor-
row” that became Clinton’s anthem. The Presl-

dent-to-he shows up more than expected,
dressed In T-shirt and fiddiing with the rim of
hls baseball cap during a telephone Interview.

historical perspective, Unused
footage from the Kevin Rafferty
documentary “Feed"” also appears
early in the film when the Clinton

ign gets off to a slow start

muslc

" Fleetwood Mack standard “Don’t

Stop Thinking About Tomorrow"
that became Clinton’s anthem,

The President-to-be shows up
more than expected, dressed in T-
shirt and fiddling with the rim of
his bascball cap during a teles
phone interview, Much of the
time we experience him on the
other end of telephane calls where
we only hear the advisers’ side of
o conversation,

While the movie focuses on the
action in the war room, key news
hes from

at the New Hampshirce primary.

Don't blink or you'!l miss it,
but local news anchor Bill Bonds
even appears in "The War
Room,” referceing the now-fa-
mous debate between Clinton,
Bush and H. Ross Perot,

One of the most interesting
sequences in the film shows Car-
ville’s efforts to leak a supposed
Bush impropriety to the press.
The adviser thinks he has proof
that the President used a South

point toward he calls
the shots about where each mem-
ber of the first family will stand

an
Clinton, Bush, Paul Tsongas and
Gennifer Flowers keep things in

printer for campaign
materlals, and though the lead
goes nowhwere, it illustrates Car-

ville's ferocity at manipulating
the media. .

Though the compaign occurred;
almost two years ego, the docu-
mentary is no less poignant today.
It was nominated for a Best Doc-!
umentary Feature Oscar, but per-
haps the most impresaive reviews,
have come from the people on
film. ;

Now in stressful White House
positions, they say that watching
their passion in “The War Room™
reminds them what they got into

politics for in the first place. :

If you have a comment for John
Monaghan, call him at (313) 953,
2047, maitbox number 1866 on a
Touch-Tone phone, or write him
care of Street Scene, Observer &
Eccentric  Newspapers, 36261
Schoolcraft, Livonia 481560 .

SCREEN SCENE

A sampling of what's playing at
it i across

lead guitar world,” Magee satd.

Currently, the R Po-
ets are working on an album at
PR Music in Detroit, However,
it won't be rcleased anytime
soon due to “the powers that
be,”” Lorenz said. They
wauldn't elaborate any further,
In the meantime, current and
future fans will have to settle
with their live shuow (or boot-
{egs, which they encourage).

“If anybody likes rock ‘n’
roll, rige to the challenge and
be happy to sec us," Lorenz
said,

The Restroom Poets with
special gucsts Train of Thought
perform _at the Blind Pig, 206-
208 S. First St., Ann Arbor, at
9:30 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 19.
For more information, call 996-
8555. They will also play Fri-
day, March 4, at Cava Jave,
1101 8. University, Ann Arbor
(313-741-5282); and Thursday,
March 31, during the Detroit

d an ax on
Magee.

“We're more energetic and
tighter as a three-piece; we
don’t have someone who will
apace out in their own little

Alliance benefit ot
St. Andrew'’s Hall, 431 E. Con-
gress, Detroit. (313-961-
MELT). Centact the Restroom
Poets at P.O. Box 7764, Ann
Arbor 48104,
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metro Detroit as reviewed by
John Monaghan.

Bl DETROIT FILM THEATRE
Detroit Institute of Asts, 5200
Woodward, Detroit. Call 833-2323
for information, ($5)

“Faraway, So Close” (Germany-
1993}, 7, 9:45 p.m. Feb. 18-19; 1, 4,
7 p.m. Feb. 20. Many of the same
characters from Wim Wender's
1986 classic “Wings of Desire”
appear in this sequel. Equally 8.
tonishing visually, it cmpguytthe

B MAGIC BAQ THEATRE CAFE
22918 Woodward, Ferndate, Calt
544.3030 for information. ($4)

“Qutrageous Animation™ 8 p.m,
Feb. 17. A collection of bizarre
contemporary animation from
around the world, including such
provocative titles as “The Toilet,”
“Erection,” “Lupo the Butcher"”
and “Inslde Job."”

W MAIN ART THEATRE
118 N, Main (at 11 Mile), Royal
Oak. Films play through at leaat
‘Thursday. Call 542-0188 for infor-
mation and show times. ($6.50;

i $3 twilight/matinee)

same premise of angels
in modern-day Germany, yet it

t)
« "Schin‘(_llisr:g List” (USA-1993).

carrier a diffe since
the fall of the Berlin Wall.

M KINOTEK

Capitol Theatre and Arta Centre,
121 Univeruity, Windsor. Call
519.971-5160 for informatien.
{84.50)

*In the Realm of the Senses”
(Japan-1976). 9 p.m. Feb. 19-21,
‘The still-controversial Japanese
import about obsesslve love and
sex, based on the 1936 case histo-
ry of 8 woman who actually went
aut of her senses with desire.

p may finally get
his Academy Award for this story
of Oskar Schindler (Liam Nee-
son), a war profiteer and Nazi cro-
ny who soved the lives of more
than 1,000 Jews during the Holo.
caust.

“Six Degrees of Separation™
(USA-1994). Based on John
Guare's award-winning play, a
savvy young man (Will Smith)
poses as Sidney Poitier's son to
cajole his way into the home of 2
Fifth Avenue couple (Donald
Sutherland and Stockard Chann-
ing).

“The War Room” (USA-1993).
A hehind-the-scenea lock at the
1992 Clinton campaim focuses
not on the candidate but on his
team of election advisers, led by
the charismatic Jomes Carvell
and George Stephanopolous. Vet-
eran documentary filmmakers
D.A. Pennebaker ("Don't Look
BJ:I(") and Chris Hegedus direct.
ed.

W MAPLE THEATRE

4135 W. Maple, Bloomfield
Township, Call 855-9090 for in-
formation. ($5.75; $3.95 matinee;
$2.95 twilight)

*The Snapper” (England/ire-
1and-1993). When 20-year-old
Sharon anneunces to her work-
ing-class parents that she's preg-

nant, her family and neighbor-
hood react in some most surpris-
ing ways. The second film
adaptation of o Roddy Doyle’s
trio of books about Dublin life
(" The Commitments” was first)
is a disarmingly funny movie
highlighted by Colm Meaney's

performance as Sharon's ram-
bunctious father, '

“In the Name of the Father”
(Britain-1994), In this true story,,
Daniel Day-Lewis plays an Irish-
man falsely accused of bombinga
pub nenr London in 1975, The
brilliant story of miscarriage of '
justice is co-written and directed !
by Jim Sheridan, who teamed
;Alh Day-Lewis on “My Left

oot.”

“Schindler's List." See Main
Art Theatre listing above.

¥ REDFORD THEATRE :
17360 Lahser, Detroit, Call 537- +
1560 for information. ($2.50) -

“A Dameel in Distress” {(USA-;
1937). 8 p.m. Feb. 18;2, 8 p.m.
Feb. 19 (organ overture begins a -
helf hour before show times). Get-
shwin penned the music for this |
light-as-air romp set in London. :
Fred Astaire pursues heiress Joan
Fontaine, while George Burns and
Gracice Allen provide the comic re-
tief. The score includes “Nice
Work if You Can Get It.” .

it Jooks good in black and white,
you know you'vo been success-
ful,” sald Wirth, “Doing video
‘was good because it taught me,
'you have to tell a story. That's
how I gee my paintings, as one
-frame of a story.”

E Groove Gallery director Dawn
: l-llulma is hooked on Wirth's slo-
- tles.

“I saw his work and fell in love
with it. I really like his compos-
tion in which he involves a funny
cartoony character. I love his col-
nr..}iu uses deep but vibrant col-
or.!

Dennis White of Charm Farm
has always liked Wirth's artistic
endeavors especinlly the video he
did for the 1993 winners of the
Detroit Music Award for best
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HANDBELL
Metropolitan United
First English Lutheran

il Grosse Pointe, Orchard Lak
: Chape! Bells, Harbor Bell
|
L}
i

Tickets - Adults $7.00, Coll
o avail

Friday, February 25, 1994
8:00

8000 Woodward Ave, at Chandler, Delrolt, Ml

5 Handbell Choirs Participating, Over 400 Bells
Directed by Wi, H. Gelffin

‘ Epworth Bell Choir of Metropolitan United Meth, Ch., Det.

lege students $5.00, Youth $3.00
able at the door
Convenient, well lighted, secusred FREE parking

CONCERT
Methodist Church
and Christ Church of

e Community Presbyterian
Is of W. Blo?mﬁeld and

modern rock band.

*“1 really liked the paintings
Chris did on the tables at 3-D,"
satd White. “Although I'm not as

familiar as I should be with Chris’
new works I plan on checki

After producing music videos,
ind 1 ph hy and com-

them out now that they're begin-
ning to receive such acclaim.”

mercials for several years, Wirth
returned to art, working 14 hours

a day for the post 12 months,

“Art always was my main inter-
et ‘

DINING & ENTERTAINMENT
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Authentic
Traditional

THAI CUISINE

Try & new taste sensation. I's & Ktte b2 of eventhng sweet, sour, hot and spicy.
From lemon L4 Y

Dlnner 2043

our
Daily Lv.mcl:&u.ﬁ&y 5695

BANGKOK CLUR
Southfieid Road botoen 12 and 13 Mile Roads -
Southlield Commons S8«

“Best of Detrolt”
1993 Detrolt Monthly

l Save $$3 on your weekly grbcery bill when you
¢ the coupons that we're going toinsertin
this Thursday’s home-delivered




