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City’s ex-D

DA director

resigns Southfield post

BY WAYNE PEAL
Eniror

Southfield Downtown Dovelop-
ment Authority executive director
Wendy Strip-Sittsamer, on ma-
ternity leave since December, has
resigned to remain at home with
her new daughter.

Strip-Sittsamer, a Columbus,
Ohio, native, had previously
served for five years as DDA di-
rector in Farmington.

Steip-Sittsnmer’s  resignation
was (ormally presented to the
DDA board Wednesday, It s ef-
fective at the end of her maternity
leave, which ends March 11.

“It's o very demonding job and
1 decided I couldn’t give the job,
my new baby and, thercfore,
myself the time needed,” snid
Strip-Sittsamer, whose daughter,
Lexie Drew, was born Jan. 1.

Strip-Sittsamer, 32, had been
DDA dircctor nlm‘:v.‘ A.ugu st 1992,

. X
Wondy Strip-Slttsamer

decide this week whether to seck
another full-time director,

“At this polnt, we haven't de-
cided how to proceed,” hoard
chairman Frank Brock Jr. said
Puesday. Brock had lesrned of
Strip-Si ir's  Intentions in

She lists i of a leas-
ing Incentive program as among
the highlights of her tenure.

“We've nlso had o number of
i i about d
of property in the DDA area and I
expect we'll be seeing something

soun nlong those lines,” she said, -

Target Stores has expressed in-
terest in vacant property along
Eight Mile Road within the DDA
district.

While on maternity leave,
Slrip-SmuumEr had bne‘n tempo-

adlvance.

“We're accepting her resigna-
tion with mixed emotions,” Brock
said. “She did a fine job for us. [
know she enjoyed working here
and I know she enjoyed the chal-
lenges.”

“downtown" Southfield, roughly
the area including Northland
Center, Providence Hospital and
the Plaza Hotel,

Deciding on how to fill the va-
cancy hecomes another challenge
for the DDA.

The DDA reached a high point
in October with the opening of the
muslcal comedy “Life Is o Beach”
at the Millennium Theater.

That DDA-sponsored produc-
tion closed in enrly December and
DDA members seck to attract an
outside producer intercsted in
bringing another show to the for-
mer Northlond movie theater.

“That production ("Life is o
Beach") was the show the the-
ater's capability," Brock said.
“But we never intended to be in
the theater business full time,"

This year has afso brought re-
newed attention to the City Cen-
tre project, s plan to bring more
pedestrion and nighttime troffic
to the aren around the Prudential
‘Town Center, across from city
hinll — seen by some as a rival to
the DDA district.

Brack, though, said he didn't
believe the two projects were in
competition,

The DDA is ible for
planning and promotion in

1l really needs both,"
lie soid.

CLARIFICATION

rarily y Da-
vid Birchler of Birchler Arroyo
Assock Tnc. a Berkley-based
municipal planning agency.

DDA booard members were to
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D&G HEATING & COOLING
19140 farmington Rood « Lvoria

An article in Monday's Observ-
er nbout the city's Dumpsater ordi-
nance should have sold that 3,000
letters explaining the new oxdi-
nance were sent out April 27,
1993, The city has received about
20 responses. The article also

should have said that surplus
grant money for rehabilitation
must be used for that purpose,
but the city can then use a larger
portion of the next year's grant
money for capital improvements,
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Hills firefighters found that the fire Jan. 9, 1993, that

gutted this Harlan Drive house was an arson. The fire claimed a man and his dog.

Year later, unsolved-arson :
fire sparks no new leads

BY BiLL COUTANT
STANF WRITER

It's been more than a yenr,
hut pollce aren't any closer to
solving an aron fire that
claimed the life of a 34.year-old
Farmingten Hills resident and
gutted a house that dated back
to 1916,

The fire, which started in the
early morning hours of Jan. 9,
1993, caused the death of Tony
Mendes, an automoblle sales-
man.

“In arson cases, it's hard to
et enough evidence,” soid Hills
detective Brian DeGrande. “He
had been staying there regulare
Iy, but he didn't get back from
the (Detroit) nuto show until
about 2:30 or 3 (a.m.)."

DeGrande said police don’t
bielicve that Mendes’ death was
intentional, but sald that under
Michigan law, en arson that re-
sults in a death is consldered
felony murder.

At the time of the fire, which
also killed his dog, Mendces was
divorcing his wife Colleen. She
and their three children were
living with relatives in Plym-
outh at the time,

A friend and co-worker at
Earhard BMW in Bloomfilled
Hills, Pat Feely, had said
Mendes had hecome a born-
again Christian and turned his
tife around at the time of his
denth, Ancther friend In San
Francisco, who asked not to be
identified, said Mendes hnd

4

planned to move to the bay ,
area.

“When a mutual friend called
me, I coukdn’t believe it,” the
man soid.*He was likeable and’
outgoing.” .

Mendes' body had been: .
found near a window, lnd[cndng"
he was probably trying to es.
cape the fire, which had spread |
to every raom by the time fire.
fighters arrived shortly ofter a *
neighbar called the fire in at -
about 6 a,m,

“We have had no tips at all
regarding the case,” DeGrande '
sald, . K

Anyone with information |
should call the Fammington:
Hills Police Department ot 474 |

to introduce our new Gift Registry Coordinator, i

INTRODUCING

ANN MASSEY

Jacobson's Birmingham is proud

Ann Massey. Ann is available to

assist you with all of your bridal, baby and

other gift registry needs. See her today and w

discover just how pleasant it can be shopping

Jacobsons =

for gifts. For furtber information

please call Ann Massey
al 645-8669.
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9130 a.m, to 6 p.m. Thursday, and 9130 a.m. -+
e VIS sk ey Expeesis,

. b i ..




