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Legislature approves state forensic lab fee billl

BYTIM RICHARD
STAry WAITER
«The Senate on Feb, 10 gave 34
to"0 approval to a bill to charge
convicts a $150 fee when the State
Police forensic lab was used to
help prove their guilt. Judges
would be required to levy the fee
' fn nddition to any other punish.

ment.

*House Bill 4245 is the first by
Jeery Vorva, o freshman Republic
can from Plymouth, to moke it all
the woy through the Michi

*The renson they're thieves in the
firat place is they don't have any
mongy.” Conroy voted yes any-
way,

An estimated 90 percent of pro-
ple charged with felonles ask for
court-nppointed lawyers to eid In
thelr defense,

Senate action came almost five
months after the House approved
it. All area senators voted yes ex-
cept two who were abgent — Rob-
ert Geake of Northville end David

Legislature. But there was some
grumbling.

“1t sounds innocuous — $160,"
soid Sen. Joe Conroy, D-Flint.
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who recently had surgery.
The bill will become law imme.
dintely when Engler signs it.
State Police and the city of De-
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troit run forensic labs, which do
drug analyses, toxicology analy-
ses, examination of latent finger-
prints, micro chemlatry, scrology,
fircarms, tool marks and ques-
tioned documents tests.

‘The State Pollce lob hes a

backlog of work on its budget of
$10.5 million and ataf¥ of 163, ac-
cording to Capt. Richard Lowthi.
an, lab director,

The Scnate Fiscal Agency esti-
mated that if fecs were collected
in 26 percent of cases, $650,000 in

revenue would be generated.
Michigan will becume the 17th
state to have dedicated fines for
forensic lobs.
A credit risk?
Dendbeat parents whe foil to
make child support poyments will

Orchestra, dancing fill OCC

Oskland Community College's
Royal Onk campus presents the
next program in Ita “Sensationnl
Senses™ entertainment serics on
Fridoy, Feb. 18, The event, co-
sponsored by the Royal Oak Res.
taurant Association, features a re-
turn engagement by the Hotel So.
varine Socicty Orchestra, a 12-
member big band that
authentically re-creates popular
music of the 19208 and carly

19305,
The concert begins in the cam-

pus’ Jones Johnson Theater ot 8
p.m., showcasing o varicty of fa-
miliar and not.so-familiar tunes
of the “"era of wonderful non-
sense” A cleared area in front of
the stage provides space for those
wishing to donce to the vintage
two-beat sound,

Hors d'ocuvres will be served 7-
8 p.m. by Pronto! 608, Admission
for the evening’s entertainment I
$10. Advance tickets may be pur-
chased by mail, or at the Royal

Qak campus theater office.

The Hotel Savarine Society Or-
chestra has  been  playing its
hrand of music for Michigan au-
diences for the last 12 years, per-
forming ot such locations as the
Ritz Corltun, Westin and Shera-
ton Hotels, the Fox Theater and
Greenfield Village. A few of the
familiar sungs to be featured in
the February performance are "As
Time Goes By,” "My Blue Heav-
en* and, of course, the signature

-
w
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be reported to credit bureaus ut
der a Senate-passed bill.
The bill, on its way to Engler +
for signing, will require Friend of
the Court offices to report dell
quencies in child-support paf:
ments to eredit bureaus.

theater .

tune of the Roaring '20s — the
*Charteston.”

‘The Royal Oak campus Is Jo-
cated ot 739 South Washington. -
Free porking is available in the.
campus’ north and south surfal
lots, as well es in the college parks:
ing structure at Lincoln and
Washington, me!

For further information, calt'™
the Royal Oak Campus Theatst,,
Office at 544-4903, or the Theatgr ™
Hatline at 544-5588.
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Members
Earn Greater
Rewards

-On Car Loans.

CONNECTIONS MEMBER DISCOUNT AS HIGH AS 0.65%"
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Connections from First of America is the only bank pro-
gram that actually rewards you for your business, Making
your banking relationships mean more than just putting
money in and taking it out.

You get higher interest rates on deposits, Lower rates on
loans. And reduced or even waived service charges. Essentially,
the more business you give us, the more rewards we'l give you.

or takes out a niew loan at First of America.

On a 48-month, $15,000, new car loan, for example,
the application fee of §50 is waived for Connections
members. In addition, taembers could receive up to .65%
interest rate reduction. A total savings of $270.

And it's casy to get into. There’s no membership fee

or signup hassle. Just stop by a participating First of America
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You qualify for all these benefits branch, and ask about
-every time you or a member of your Connections. You'll start
household opens a new deposit getting back 2 lot more from
account, receives a new credit card your banking Ev_lationéhips,
A bank for life!”
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