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All smiles:
-U.S. Rep. Jo-
seph Kenne-
dy Il played
" to a receptive
audience
Sunday in-
cluding

and Martha

' Blom of Ore-
hard Lake as
the keynote
speaker at

the annual
Phil Hart
dinner,

Kennedy from page 1A
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where Phil Hart is buried,

1 saw he dled at 64, said Rie-
gle, 55, who 18 in his third term
after being elected 17 years ago to
r-.-p.lnce Hayt following the sera.
tar's death, “That struck me,
That's the age I'd be at the end of
anather term in the Senate.”

Ricgle's swan song turned to
thunder as Kennedy set the tenor
of the program,

Without & prepared text, Ken-
nedy expounded on traditional
Democratic themes of social
equality and working-class con-

cerns.

He chastised large companics
for “gutting the best jobs working
people can hope to get” in return
for higher returns for investors.
He also came down on the bank-
ing industry for not providing
loans to minority businesses,

As for the ongoing budget woes,

Kennedy sald Social Security
needs to be debated,

“When you can't talk about
taxing Social Security programs,
you're screwed,” Kennedy said.

Touching on the touchy

in terms of touchy subjects, the
Massachusctts cungressman wus
the only one to broach the subject
of Riegle's involvement in the
savings and loan scandal.

“I have seen all the personal at-
tacks Don Riegle has buen
through,” Kennedy said, “I want
tell you something, I serve on the
House Banking Committee and 1
know the kind of influence the
banks in this country have . . .
There is no one who stood up
apainst the banks and for the pea-
ple than the way Don Riegle has.”

Kennedy, while emphatic out-
lining the social ills plaguing the
cauntry, alse provided a few light-

hearted quips.

He said his “unele Teddy™
wanted him to find out who ex-
ported Mitt Romney to Massa-
chusetts. Mitt Romney, sen of
foriner  Michigan Gov. George
Ramney, is o Republican running
agninst Ted Kennedy.

On his own wealth and jaflu.
ence Kennedy snid, *F made my
maney the right way: my grandfo.
ther it to me, I highly recom-
wendd it

What he didn’t say

Jerry Bixby, chairman of the
Troy Demoeratic Club, theught
Kennedy hit on all the right is-
sues. However, he was wondering
about what Kennedy didn't say.

“He almost seemed to be anti-
Clinton,” Bixby said. “He didn't
mention (President Bill) Clinton
ce. He didn't huve anything to
thout Clinton.™

Vicki Barnett of Farmington
Hills thinks Kennedy's messoge
fit the sudience.

1 think the key thing he xoid is
that you don't have to be puor to
understand there are people out
there who need government as-
sistance and help,” said Bornett,
who is 11th District Chair for the
Oukland County Democratic Par.
ty. "And it is time for all of us Lo
e o little more altruistic and to
step up to the plate.”

Albert Holtz of West Bloom-
field said the Kennedy chorisma
ix alive and well.

“I usunlly don’t chase famous
peaple, but 1 was a big fan of his
futher and his uncle (dohn F.
Kennedy)” soid Holtz, who is
finanve director for  Oakland
Dems, “When [ had the opportu-
nity to pick him up at the airport,
1 grabbed it.”

Discussing the program: Darlene Berent (center),

execu-

tive director of Oakland County Democrats, reviews the
program with keynote speaker Joseph Kennedy and his
wife, Beth, just before everyone is seated.

Next generation: U.S. Rep. Joseph Kennedy, D-Massa-
chusells, visits with Southfield attorney Colleen O’Brien,
president of the Oakland County Women's Bar Associa-
tion. Behind them is U.S. Rep. Dale Kildee, D-Flint.

Hills businessman’s slaying
‘cut short a sparkling life’

BY PAT MURPHY
CSTAFY WRITER
Services for Brian S, McCarthy
-of West Bloomfield focused on
; the tragic loss to family, friends
. and ossociates rather than the cir-
cumstances of his slaying the pre-
vious week in Mexico.
: McCarthy’s untimely death
»cut short o sparkling life,” sald
his father, John, one of about 200
* mourners who gathered Monday
at St. James Episcopal Church in
Birmingham.

“You will always be in our
hearts,” snid the senior McCar-
thy, fighting back tears, “We hope

‘10 see you in heaven,”

McCarthy, the president and
* CEO of Autamation Software Inc.
-in Farmington Hills, dled of
gunshot wounds sustained on
Feh. 7 or 8 while on a business
< trip near Mexico City.

: Mexican authorities, in con-
* junction with the FBI, were atill
igaling the case Wi

L dn;

Y
*While mystery shrouded
McCarthy’s death, there wos no
uncertainty about how he lived,
. ling to those who eulogized
* him Monday.
He wos not a particularly relig-
jous person, said the Rev, Susan
* Bock of Ann Atbor, Bock said she
+lidn't know McCarthy personal-
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* ‘The slayin of Brian McCarthy
: was a chilling reminder to offi-
. t Design Systema Inc, a
. West Bloomfield company, for-
. merly of Farmington Hills, that
+ does business In the general area
! of Mexico where McCarthy was
lled last week,

Brian McCarthy

ly. But her son is a friend of
McCarthy's oldest child, Antho-
ny, 16, who attends Eaton Acade-
my in Farmington Hills.

Brian McCarthy lived life to
the fullest, Bock said, “He toved
|Ieg‘nly, tenderly and passionate-

McCarthy and his wife, Clara
“TIki" Scholla McCarthy, had
theee children, Anthony, Jessica
and Allison. During the services,
each of the youngsters remem-
bered special qualities abiout thelr
dnd, qualities they sald will never

more danger in Mexico than there
is in Detroit, Chicago, New York
orany olhgr big city.”

Desi h 4

be forgatten.

Anthony, for example, sald his
dad was also his best friend, “And
he was always there for me,™

In a poem, Jessica, o student at
Alhutt Middle School in West
Bloumfield, deseribed the advice
she believed her father would
have given to the fomily. “You
can't see or touch me,” Jessica
imagined her dad as sayiog, “but
T will always be near.”

While many of his friends and
nxsociates might envision Brian
McCarthy os a highly successful,
hard«driving businessmnn, the
youngest child, Allison, rememe
bered a tender, caring person,

He tenderly fussed over her
stuffed whale, recalled Allison, a
student at Green Elementary
School, On one occasion, he
brought her stuffed pet on ene of
the family trips, she said in a tiny
voice the audience hushed to
hear.

McCarthy's best friend and
brother-in-law, Steven Scholla,
snicl Brian was rugged — yet sene
sitive — with an irrepressible pere
sonality. Brian could say and do
things in a friendly, joking man.
ner that other people couldn’t get
away with, snid Scholla, who
roomed_with MeCarthy during
their college days in Washington,

Former Hills company still
‘has designs south of border

In addition to sending a repre-
sentative to Mexice City, Design
Synlem! 'thls we‘ek sent three peo.

in the 7100 block of Orchard
Lake, does about 10 percent of its
$12 million annual business in
Mexico, Bamard said. With the
passage of the North American
Free Trade Agreement, the firm
r‘e:nrﬂn Mexico, as well as South
s et

“We talked about it said
+ Jamed A, Bami president of
\ the engineering services company
* that has a sales office in Mexico
City and this week sent another
representative to the genersl area
in which McCarthy was found

“But we decided there's no

fertile
areas. X

Barnard’s company was found.
ed about a decade ego and was in.
itially located in Fammington
Hills, It moved to West Bloom-
fleld in 1988 and currently em-
ploys 140 pecple.

ple to V as part of its
long-range strategy.

Bamard said his company's
representatives havo had good cx-
periences « and results — by
conducting business as guests in
 foreign country. .

“But we're also aware of the
dangers,” he said. "Our standing
policy requirea our people to be
alert and aware of where they

are.

Should they find themselves in
a dubloiy Altuation, he sald, “We
advise them to get out.”




