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Animals’ love: It teaches us how to be more humane

Do dogs go to
heaven  when
they dle?

That question
popped up on
the last day In
tho life of our be-
loved Blaize, our
family's 14.ycar-
old golden re-
triever,

1 wouldn't oy

REV, KATE
THORESEN that pets go.to
heaven, but |

would say without a doubt that
our Blaize has sure brought a bit
of heaven to us over these years,
We've learned a lot fram this kind
and gentle companion.

We learned about UNA-
BASHED UNCONDITIONAL
LOVE. No matter how we looked,
Bloize always warmly welcomed
us at the door, There were times
when we didn't look so good to
other folks. Those times when our
kids went through their blue,
spiked hair stage, or when I had
an eye operation, Blaize was al.
ways “there for us. She never
judged on ocutward appearance.
She accepted us for what we were.
She also never shunned us when
we made mistakes, nover lectured
or blamed, She simply kept loving
us — no matter what,

And she loved anyone she met
~ tich, poor, young, otd, African-
American, white, Jopancse, Indie
an, female, male, noted theologi-
ans, custodians, teachers, rock

MORAI.
PERSPECTIVES

kids who repeated schoot, people
who warmly petted her, and kids
whe pulted on her cars, She had
no doubts about anyone. )

© It wos beyond her to view any
person with eyes of mistrust or
suspicion. She simply went up to
everyone she met and apenly
greeted them as her long-lost
friend. In short, she gave us a
kind of “sensitivity training” In
what it means to embrace diversie
ty.

Transition
seminars
begin soon

Qakland Community College's
‘Transitions  Seminars are five-
session weekly programs offering
support, direction, cducational
guidance, and career planning ad.
vice to adults thinking about
their futures.

Participants will examine pere
sonal, academic and career goals,
and identify the methods for
achieving their abjectives with the
help of counseling professionals.

Starting in late February, the
winter series of Transitions Semi-
nars will be offered at four 0CC
campuses.  Participants  may
th)(l'll. from morning or cvening
ressions, Admission is free, hut
advance registeation is required.
Participants must also meet in-
come eligibility requircments,

- Auburn Hills Compus, 2000
Featherstone Road, First seasiont
Monday, Feb, 21, %:30 a.m. to
nucn Gail Bryan, counsclor/facil-

nghlnnd Lakes Compus, 7350
Cooley Lake Road, Waterford.
First session: Wednesday, Feb,
23, 1994, 9:30 a.m. to noon. Rox-
anne Allen, counsclor/facilitator,

. Orchard Ridge Campus, 270556
Orchard Lake Road, Farmington
Hills, First sesslon: Tuesday, Feb,
22, 1994, 5:30-8 p.m. Darlenc Cur-
rier, counselor/facilitator.

Royat Qok Campus, 739 S.
Washington, First session:
Wednesdoy, Feb., 23, 1094, 8:30
am. to noon. Polly Bachrouche,
counaelor/facilitator,

Call 340-6802 for further infor-
mation and to reserve a spot in
the Transitions Seminar of your
cholce,

Sample delight
of ‘Apple Tree’
at OCC Friday

0CC's Highland Lakes Cam-
pus continues its Highlights Arta
Series with a musical theater pro-
duction of “Apple Treo" In the
glll;denl Center Arena on Friday,

e!

Porformed by TAP Produc-
tions, this original show takea a
comical look at the Garden of
Eden through music and story.

‘This offering {a part of the ikh
consecutive seanon of the
Highlights Arta Series, which fea-
tures yoar-round, qunllly enter-
tainment for the community’a en-
Jjoyment. General admission is $8;
36 for students and senior citi-
zena, For ticket Information con-
tact Performing Arts Coordinator
gal: Warner at 360-3057 or 360-

1.

We lenrncd a lot about ASK-
ING FOR WHAT WE NEED.
Blaize was never shy about sidl.

ing up to any of us and demand.
ing an extra pat on the head or
seratch on the back, Her favorite
theme song,was, “Slow Honds.”

She asked in clear terms, Sho was
direct and to the point, And she
received. There were no games, no
second guessing, no expecting us
to be mind-readers, no pouting, if
she didn't get what she wanted or
needed. She was forthright and

when she mvlvnd

Blaize taught us a lot about
being a FAITHFUL COMPAN.
ION. She was alwaya there for us
— no matter what. If we were eat-
ing dinner in the kitchen, she had
to be there — usually sight under
the table. If we watched television
in the family room, she'd plop her
old body down as close to one of
us as possible. In her younger
years, she was the self-appointed
walking bean bag pillow for our

children, Mony an afterncon we'd
see this golden girl stretched aide-
ways in front of the TV with three
hends propped up on her,

She simply loved to be with ua
and let us know that all the time,
How often do we human beings
convey that message to our own
fomily and friends?

Blaize taught us a lot about
JOY! Let her go outside and chase
after o squirrel, or walk around
the green grass with all its prom-
1sing smells — and she'd have a

goud-natured grin  wrapped
around her face for the rest of the
ofternoon, Simple things made
the old gir! happy. Her gusto for
an extra dog biscult showed us
what it menns to give thanks for
olt things.

Good ole Blaize. Our days are
richer for her presence with us,
Isn't it amazing how an animal
can teach us how to be more
humaone? With showing one an-
other this kind of unconditional
lave, forthtightness, faithful com-

panionship and joyful apprecia-

tion, perhaps we, too, might sim-
ply begin to bring a little bit ul'
};cnvcn right here on carth ,

day!

The Rev. Kate Thoresen is di-
rector of the Partnership Minis-
trics at the First Presbyterian
Church of Birmingham. If you
have a question or comment, call
her at (313) 953-2047, mailbox
number 1882, on a Touch-Tone
phone,

30% OFF

(Qur cleaionce price)

20% OFF

(Our clecrance price)

LIVO

I
1 MILE WEST OF MIDDLEBELT
OFF PLYMOUTH ROAD

PHONE: 422-5700

To Pass Up OurPre51dents Day Sale,
| Youd Have Io Have RocksIn Your Head.
We know you better. That’s why we expect to see you
Thursday, February 17th thru Monday, February 21st
§ Days of, shall we say, MONUMENTAL SAVINGS.

So take a minute now. Enjoy the v1ew. We'll see you Thursday

NOW TAKE AN ADDITIONAL...

« ALL upholstered chairs,
dining room furniture,
accent tables, curios and
entertainment centers.

» ALL sofas, loveseats and
bedroom furniture.

ALL PROJECTION TV's {consoles not Included)
NOW 200 off our clearance prices

ALl

REFRIGERATORS PRICED AT:
$399% 1o +799°%
$800™ 10 999
#1000™ 1o *$699°°

Freezers included

ALL RANGES

NOW *150% Off our Cleaiance Price
3499 and Up

ALL WASHERS AND DRYERS

NOW: *100* OFF

(Our Clearance Price)

NOW: *150* OFF

(Our Clearance Price)

NOW: *200*° OFF

(Our Clearance Price)

SEARS WAREHOUSE OUTLET i
12001 SEARS AVE. ?

fumiture and appliances from
one-of-a-kind Hems

The Sears Outlet Store Is a central clesring houu 10(
ors retall store:

Raturns, tloor ssmples, damaged In |unlll.
&re recelved dal
tremendous savings. Quantiies are limited, so hurry?

ITEMS ADVEHTISED ARE READILY AVAILABLE FOR SALE

SEAIRS

NOW *30% Off our Clearance Price
— LIMITED, SIYLES, MODELS AND QUANTITIES

PLUS..SUPER BEDDING BUY

— SPRING AIR

FIRM BEDDING NOW
m:&“é:ﬁx OFF 74612 TWIN SET 199“ ;o179
: 74100 TWIN MATT ‘89" ;| 80"
OUR REGULAR STOCK 74003 TWIN BOX ‘go"; 80"
OF SPRING AIR 74200  TWIN MATT & BOARD  129% " 116"
MArrnesses 74304 FULL MATT 149" 134%
74004 FULL BOX 109" 9g%
BOX SPHINGS 74614 FULL SET 299" 269"
: ASSORTED SIZES 74306 QUEEN MATT 178 161"
and offered st | BOLD 1N SETE AND SOME 74005 QUEEN BOX 13g9% 1257
75660 QUEEN SET 359% 323%
IN STOCK co:vnmon
PRICES GOOD

FEB. 17 THRU FEB. 21, 1994

7

PREVIOUSLY SELECTED MERCHANDISE NOT INCLUDED * LIMITED STYLES, QUANTITIES AND MODELS
Merchandise sslection consists of new, used, reconditioned and damaged merchandise.

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

MON.-FRL 10:00 A.M. TO 9:00 P.M., SA'I'. 10:00 A.M. TO 7:00 P.M., SUNDAY 12:00 NOON TO 5:00 P.M.
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