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Board hears call for legal challenge to ballot plan;

By Pat Munrpiy
HTAFY WRITER
“ County Executive L. Brooks
Eatterson tnmunu.tcd something
| when he endorsed the

attacked as a seefous violation of
the state constitution.

“Rohin Hoot! is nat dead,” said
the attacker, Jamea M. Brennan,

March 15 ballot proposal to
praise the Michigan sales tax —
rehuttal,

"After Patterson endorsed the
increose in the soles tax at the
gregular meeting of the Ouklnml
Caunty Board of C i

2 to the nome given to pro-
posals to tnke money from more
aMuent school distelcts for poor
districts. “It's alive and well in
the fine print” of the March 15
hallet proposal.

finance mform packoge, and
Patterson and the governor have
heen fricnds and political allies
for some time.

Votlng to raise the sales will
-wml an lm[mnnnl mesknge to

in Oakland County, Patterson in-
aisted: Michigan will not place an
unfair tax burden on business,

'8 criticiam, however,

—_ (n nnrt because

‘Thursday, the proposal, and its
“blackmail backup plon,” were

Patterson's of the
March 15 proposul ised no wux 1si
one. The I is the [i ial

nan worked for the board as the
director of program

~nn|. ok an lmllr,al{on uI' increu-

and operations analysis. In that
capacity he had worked with com-
missioners — s well s Patterson
and former execulive Daniel T,
Murpthy — en numerous projects,

Ax commissioner Donald W,
Jensen, R-Birmingham, put it,
“Jim in o respected collesgue,
He's no crazy. But he is nuoclnl-
ed wlth some nnu -tax groups.”

base of Gnv John Enger's school

of s &
Until retiring mJnnunry. Bren.

to the bal.
lot proposal may alko be signifi-

hlkt in the sales lnx nnd if it
fails, the backup measure, an in-
crense in the state income tax.
Brennoan urged commissioners
to file suit chollenging, if neces-
sary, both the proposed sales-tax
hike and the backup plan to raise
the income tax. He referred to it
as the “blackmail backup plan,”
Commissioners took no action
on Brennan's cal) for a lawsuit,
But Jensen and others sald they
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would not be surprised if nnulher
agency — possibly an anti-tax ore
ganization — did initlate legal ac:
tion N

ln aother action, the board: o
W Approved the contwvenﬂal
Oakland County community <ors.
rections plan, which would enghile
nonviolent criminals to mefye

. their sentences — and pny thelr

debts to society — while Avmdmg
prison,

Last year, commissioners r:-.
jected a similar plan, in part be:
cause of opposition from Prosecus
tor Richard Thompson, who said
the plan would result in violent
felons being placed on probation
our otherwise released into society.,

B Approved the oppointmenttdf
Dr. Thomas J. Gordon by Patter:
son as director of Inmtuﬂnnnl
and Human Services,

Gordon, 49, of Troy was con-
firmed, 19.6, over the objections
of a handful of Republican com-
missioners. Some said Gordon
had not done an exemplory job
during his 20-year tenure with'tife
county. Others said Qokland
should initiate a nationwide

search, if necessary, to get the
most qualified administeator, =

Commissioner Shelley G. 'l'n(ﬂl
R d Hills, for
d Gordon's
tive capabilities in light of lhv
fact that Oakland County ran oul
of Mu vaccine last year.

“The county was warned that
the coming flu season would be
one of the most serious In rccml
history,” Taub said, “yet ‘we
didn't order enough vaccine.”

In the final vote, however, mixt
huard members followed the phi-
lasuphy of commissioner Thomas
A. Law, R-West Bloomfield, who
soid, "I haven't always agreed
with Dr. Gordon, but 1hnt doesn’t
necessarily mean he was wrong.

1 have trust in Brooks Patter-
son. And if he wants to appoint
Dr. Gordon, 1'll support him.”

OCC offers:
drug talk -

The Womencenter at Qaklind
Community College's Orclinrd
Ridge campus presents o free s
cussion of the causes and effécts
of drug abuse on women noon to 1
p.m. Tucsday, Feb. 22, in Rnom
308 ofJ Building

Participants may bring a bag
lunch, or moke a purchose {om
the nearby Ridgewood Cafe,'the
restaurant owned by the GCC Cu.
linary Arts Program. This session
is the second in a series of Brown
Bag Discussions sponsored by the
Womencenter, a facility that pro-
vides educational and nupportiye
resources for area wamen.

For further information r:all
(810) 471-7602.

The Orchard Ridge campus is
located at 27055 Orchard Lake
Road, just south of 1.696 in Fnrm-
ington Hills.

OU workshop
prepares for .
new careers .

nee

An Oakland University Conti
uum Center workshop called “Ca-
reer Bunld!ng: Preparing “For
Change™ will meet 7.10 p.m.
Thursdays, March 3-24, on qmp-

us,

Fce is $128, Participants ruunl
regiater by Feb. 28, For more in-
formation, call 370-3033. !
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lved in carcer
differences and similarities. be-
tween change by neceasity ‘and
change by choice, ond techniques
to climinate uncertainty, anxiety
ond stress associated with job
change,

Grandparent

volunteers
are needed <
G'l‘h; Oakland Counk)' Foster ot
C:;ollc Sn:m”: is nosk-
ing people 60 years of age

i g Bt
age in Ponl

menu“y disabled d:ﬂdﬂn:
Wing Lake School In

Hllh.

Valunteers must be mhhhn
work 20 bours & Call Carel
Heckman at 333.3718.




