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‘Gilbert’ searches for an audience GOrmal s o

BY JOIN MONAGHAN
BRteiAL WilTER

You can't accusc Johnny Depp
of wimping out on film roles, The
pretty boy actor whose hame
gounds like it was developed by o
Hollywood agent has starred in
John Waters’ “Cry Haby” and
Tim Burton's*Edword Scisvor-
hands,” emong others,

Add to the list “What's Eating
Gilbert Grape,” an offhieat and of-
ten moving new film which will
hopefully _stick around  long
envugh to find an sudience,

Depp's Gilbert is a teenoger
with way tuo much responsibility.
He works ot the local grocery not
g0 much for the job i

n MOVIES

neighbochood klds up the window
to get a gander,

On top of this, Gilbert is sad-
dled with Arnle (Leonardo Di-
Capriv), his a'most 18-year-old,
mentally handicapped brother.
The oy has a bod habit of climb-
ing the local water tower until
Gilbert, usually surrounded by o
gathering crowd of townspeople,
can talk him down.

Depp, sparting long hair and an
slmost visible weight on his
uhznulflcn‘, 'Innkn ‘nl home in the

but because he eon lug home sev-
eral bugs of groeesies each aight to
feed his 500-pound mother {(Dar-
lene Cates).

She can’t cosk or even move
from the couch to eat, so Gilhert
and his two sisters literally bring
the dinner table to her, While he
luves his muother, Gilbert shares
the town's fascination with her
frenkishness  and  even  hoists

in Endora,
Towa. He gains 0 new pers) eetive
from a worldly and heguiling
young woman, played by Juliette
Lewis, who stops in Endora while
her grandmother's travel trailer is
stalled for repnirs on the outskints
of town.

Lewix, the young w
metmorable in Scorsese
Fear” and Woudy Allen's “Hus-
bands and Wives,” gives the role

o mystical quality, She Inspires
Gilbert to live a bit for himsell
and not just for others.

Stenling scenes from Lewls and
a whaole-sized nctress is no casy
task, but Leonardo DiCaprio is so
uninhibited and all over the place

that you can't take your eyes off of

him. He has copped an Oscar
ination for best i

customers to the ment depart-
ment,

Gilbert's best friend, o local
{awncare guy, dreams of owning a
Burger Barn, which he considers
“an the cutting edge of the fast
food industry” because it uses
Canola of! for the [rics. His other
buddy, o mortician's son played

actor and, if there’s any justice at

a1l in Hollywood, he'll win,
“Gilbert Grape® is the latest

from Swedish dircctor Lasse

Hallstrom, whose bizarrely titled

*My Life us a Dog" was an equal-
ly unusual sccount of childhood
that developed a minor cult fole

lowing. Halstram turns America's
heartland into & place that is both

Lracingly realistic and also decid-
widly surreal,

Endora, aceording to the film,
i a xmall town an the brink of
locally
owned  grocery  where  Gilbert
works I8 constantly theeatened by
the monster supermarket ncross

commercialization. The

the street, where assistant mara-

gers hustle through the aisles and
# tonk full of live lobsters attractis

by the quirky Crispin Glover,
drops  less-than-subtle  hints
ghout eldetly relatives in the
hopes of bolstering a sagging fam-
{ly business.

club into an SRO hot spot for
years,

Unfortunately, he has been
growing weary of the local scene.
By the time you read this, Gor-
noll, ene of the haddest guitar
players Detroit has ever called
their own, is West Const-hound
once again. While he's quick to
praise Blues Factory for all
they've done for him, he does not
want his reputation to begin and
end in o handful of clubs in the
Detroit oren, and on a small label

W Wearing a wide varl-
ety of influences on
his sleeve, from Du-
ane Allman to Stevle
Ray Vaughan to Buddy
Guy. . . he's awholly
unique player in his
own right.

b of the

lhnl..'u.n.ly hus ko mony

Although it wanders i
aimlesaly, “Gilbert Grape” is a
slice-ol+life movie that will proba-
bly stick with you a little longer
than most. It has on engoeging
sense of humanity thot is at once
tragic, life affirming and unfor-
gettable.

1If you have a camment for Juhn
Monaghan, call him at 953.2047,
mailbox 1866, on o touch-tone
phone, or write to him care of
Street Scene, Observer & Eccen-
tric Newspapers, 36251 Schuol-
craft, Livonia, MI 48150,

ok

His plan is to look up old con-
nectivns and acquaintances, like
John Mayall and guitarist Coco
Muntoyn, and sce about getting
signed with o big label with a big
budget — ot least big enough to
support a national tour, cither in
clubs or ox an opening uct in the
arenas.

With Gornall in California, the
Detroit Blues scene certainly is
feeling the loss of a vibrant link,

The ini

Blue Collor Blues Band have
hardly slipped under the back
pureh, though. They will continue
to perform.

The Blue Collur Blues Band will
perform Friday, March 18, at the
Sparts (A-50s Bar & Grill), 166
Maple, Wyandotte {285-5060);
and Saturday, March 19, at Sier-
ra Station, 15110 Mach, Grosse
Pointe Park (822-1270) for maore
information.

NOtes from page 4B

SCREEN SCENE

A sampling of what's playing at
alternative movie theaters across
metro Detroit as reviewed by
John Monaghan.

# DETROIT FILM THEATRE
Detroit Institute of Arts, 5200
Waoudward Ave., Detroit. Cail
(3133) 833-2323 for information.
(35)

“Butty™ (France — 1992), 7and
9:30 p.m. March 18:19. In this re.
cent work from French storyteller
Cluudle Chabrol, 2 drunk and
homeless wommnn turas upin g
not-too-elegant bar and finds her-
sell involved with an older, upper-
class man.

“The Missing Hitcheocks,” 4
n. March 20. Hitcheock
the shart films "Bon
3 and “Aventure Mal.
gache™ in 1944 to support the
French resistance, but the British
found them way tou dark and
perverse. Bonned upon release
and then *lost™ for 50 years, these
rore examples of wartime propo.
ganda are o must for fans of the
famed master of suspense,

M KINOTEK

Capitol Theatre nnd Arts Centre,
121 University, Windsor. Call
(519) 971-5160 for information.
(34.50)

Pier Paolu Passolini double
fenture — “Solo, or the 120 Days
of Sadom” (Jtaly — 1974) and
“Arabion Nights” (Italy — 1975),
March 18-20 teall for shaw times),
Twa films from the controversial
director, Shot in Yemen, Tran and
Nepal, “Arabion Nights" is o lav-
ish, spirited ndaptation of the an-
cient text, "Sale™ recasts the
ings of the Morquis de Sade in
Fascist villa during the waning
dayx of World War 11,

B MAGIC BAG THEATER

22918 Wouodward, Ferndule, Call
{810) 544-3030 for infurmation,
(84}

“Dazed and Confused” {(USA
— 1993), 8 p.m, March 17, IUs the
Tast day of schou! in 1976 as teen-
apers ponder the bigger issues in
life, such as who will drive to get
the Acrosmith tickets,
RichardStacker™ Linklater di-

his subversive and enter-
ng comedy,

B MAIN ART THEATER
118 N, Main St. at 11 Mile Road,
Ruoyal Onk. Films play through at
least Thursday, Coll (810) 542-
0180 for infurmation and show
times, ($6.50; $¢ students; $3
twilight/matinee)

“The Seent of Green Papaya™
{Vietnam — 1993), This Cin.
derella story about a Vi

posus as Sidney Poitier’s son to
cajole his way into the home of o
Fifth Avenue art dealer and his
wife (Donald Sutherland and
Stockard Channing),
“Schindler's List"” (USA —
1993). Steven Spiclberg may fi-
nully get his Academy Award for
this story of Oskar Schindler
(Liam Neesan), a war profiteer
and Nazi crony who saved the
lives of more than 1,000 Jews dur-

servant girl in 19505 Saigon hos
lieen numinated for o Best For-
cign Film Oscar.

“A Streetenr Nomed Desire™
(USA — 1951). Elin Kazan's still-
stunning version of Tennessee
Willinms® most famuous play ar-
rives with four additional minutes
intuct, Although the changes
uren’t us earth-shattering as the |
McCarthy-cra censors would have
tikedl you to believe, it’s still a
trent to see the young Marlon
Brando on the big sereen,

“Six Degrees of Separation™
(USA — 1994), Based on John
Guare's award.winning play, a
suvvy yaung man (Will Smith)

ing the Hol

K1 MAPLE THEATER

35 W, Maple Road, Bloomfietd.
Call (810} 855-9090 for informa-
tion, ($5.75, $3.95 matinee, $2.95
twillght)

“Naked" (Britain — 1993} In
this bracingly dark comedy from
Mike Leigh {"Life [s Sweet,”
“High Hopes™), a drifter shows up
on an old girlfriend’s doorstep.
After a violent Ming with her
roommate, he takes off in search
of companionship on the mean
streets of London,

*Schindler's List." See Main
Art Theater listing above.
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"TI'he Moscow Philharmonic retains a
distinctive Russian quality...long may such
characterful music making live,”
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“That's true. 've gotten to
shows just ax the opening band s
bowing and saying, “Thunk you.'
I'm sure that they will bail es
soun as we feave,” the affable
Phillips suidl. *But then again I'm
not always groundued in reality,”

The hand took a break from
recording its follow-up to “Fuzzy™
when it beeame clear that they

ing to du o few Midwestern
ith Pear] Jam. Both area
xhows are sold out.
ith the release of the al-
bum “Modern Life is

Rubbish,” Blur is hop-
ing that their fans will be able to
see their musical focus a little
clearer. The English pop band
feels the publie got the wrong idea
ahout them after they relessed
their 1991 album “Leisure” and
the single “There’s o Other
Way,” It's “something with not o
great deal of depth” the dishev-

eled lead singer Damon snid mat-
ter of factly during a press confer-
ence at Chicago's Cabaret Metro
club. “Modern Life is Rubbish” is
Iyrically more mature and musi-
cally sound. The opening track
“Far Tomorrow” features the
Duke String Quartet under Blur's
lush Beatlesque harmonles, The
hand also retreated to the vocal
style in the shamelessly addictive
“Sunday Sunday™ and “Chemical -
Waorld.” ~
1t doesn't take long to figure”
out the band's opinion of modern
rock, (Start with the title “Mod-
ern Life is Rubbish" and the har- -
monies.) “We made a consclous
decision to remove gurselves from
all possible comparisons. Here we
are now, in our own pigeonhole.”

To leave a message for Christi-
na Fuoco, dial (313) 953-2047,
maitbox number 2130, vn a touch-
tone telephone, or write her at
36251 Schoolcraft, Livenia 48150.
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Wednesday, March 16th, 8pm.

FroM THE DIRECTOR OF "BACKDRAFT" AND "PARENTHOOD".
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MICHAEL ~ GLENN ~MARISA  RANDY
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PAP
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* Also, with the purchase of a ticket get
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GREATEST HOME SHOW IN THE WORLD

EvVERYTHING FoR YOUR HoME €3 GARDEN

Thousands of Home & Garden [deas Featured Attractions & Exhibits
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LARGEST
ST, PATRICK'S
|MDAY PARTY!
Begins at 7 a.m.
Breakfast Served
From 7-10 a.m.
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Continuous Live
Irish Entertainment

INSIDE & OUTSIDE INA
HUGE HEATED TENT

ENTERTAINMENT ON 3 STAGES
BEGINS AT 8AM WRIF LIVE
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PARKING GARAGE ACROSS.
THE STREET IS NOW OPENT

349 Monroc
Manroe « Brush

54-0007

» Kitchens & Baths © Home Electronics  + Doors & Windows House of Nails and T Chest Contests » Truck Give-A-!
:Emm?:s.\mriu :x::l:é‘;gm :Awlhnt: - lehm&':x;ml-mwm&.ﬂ.m way
+ Financing * Pook & Spas "+ Decka & Landscagi h;:,",‘f"'"’“f"“:’i“’f“f’"““?“::"“?’i
GET A JUMP ON THE HOME IMPROVEMENT SEASON . y . -
WITH SPECIAL SHOW DISCOUNTS! fEm i | Riverwalk Gardens

Admisdon:
12 $1.50; Chikdevn under & admitied 21

. AdiOteotlng .




