R

8uE Magon, Epiton

033-2131

CImISTINA Fuoco, Muatc WRITER
953-3130

GA(0)(F)

Stree

Monpay, March 21, 1994

STREET SOUNDS

Home on the Range
— LaTOUR

The 19308 pop muslc world fs
primarily composed of digital
synthetic sounds dubbed with
samples of other works., Practi-

umm[ cally everyone does it from MC

Lyte to the Stereo MCs.
So what could be dlfferent or
posslbly now anymore?

Nothing. .

The stato of today's pop world has become a
vicious clrcle of artists making and remaking,
stealing and using whatever everyone else is using,
which, of course, was never theirs in the begin-

ning.

Unfortunately, LaTOUR’s “Home on the
Range" (Smash Records) {s juat another acream in
amusleal vacuum, and it will ultimately be
smothered,

The 10 original tracks and two re-mixes are
camouflaged in a colorful, abstract retro-1980s
compact dise case. Once the CD 18 placed into the
player, tho retro feel continues with the same old
techno sounds over the same old beats, all housed
in the same old plastic, as all provious similar re-
lea‘Ecs.

Lavh hi

p y ds, drum aam-
pling and occasional horns and strings — it’s all
been heard before, The only difference here ia La-
‘TOUR's rough vocals placed simply over the mel-
ody, which tarnishes the sound even further.

“Home on the Range" has the potential and the
appeal to be a solid dance release, but it hobbles
along pulling its own dead weight behind it

The two remixes of “Craziaskowboi" and “Don't
Jump” are actually much more concise and ap.
pealing than the originals.

Current modern music Is a cut.throat murket
full of simple and mindless songe. Possibly the
simpleness has gone too far.

Wheel of Fortune
— John Renbourn,
Robin Williamson

1 a

— Kyle Green

figures [n Brit.

‘Over 21’ stym

B Underage kids often com-
plain that they can’t get into
21 and over” clubs to see their
favorite bands play. It causes
interesting problems for bands
with underaged members.
Groups who have tered
that give advice to struggling
young bands trying to get expo-
sure,

By CHRISTINA Fuoco
STAVE WRITER

Scattle rock band
Sweet Water played
what should  have
been o drenm gig 8
few years wgo —
opening for the now-
legendary Mother
Love Bone. But instead of watching
the headliners in the warm confines
of the club, Sweet Water members
were forced to stay outside and watch
through a windew until it was time
for them to go on stage.

1t wasn't because of an ego problem
with Mather Love Bone, The club
owners wouldn't let the bond enter
because rume members were younger
than the legal drinking age.

“There were many a day when we'd
watch the shows from outside, play-
ing acoustic guitar for the people
walking by. . .. Or we'd have our
faces pressed up ogainst the window
watching the show,” sald Adam Czei-
sler, lead singer of Sweet Water, who
is now signed to Atlantic Records.

The problem is a common one but
not something that crosses many
minds, Record deals don't make it

——

“It {the drinking age law) dissi-
pates our whole crowd. We've got this
whole suburban high school crowd
now,” he said. To accommodate their
underaged crowd, Fig rented a hall
during the Christmas season to host a
concert,

Halls are onc way to get exposure.
Coffechouses, all-nge venues, and
school functions are other places
where young bands can play their
music and be heard by their peers.
Layr Fron of Plymouth [s opening o
H L h / hall

casier for bands to get Mu-
tha's Day Out, whose members aver-
age ape is 17, released thele debut
record *My Soul Is Wet” on Chrysalis
Records in mid-1993, but they still

5 Two

- | ish folk circles, John
and Robin Williamson, mark
thelr recording debut as a duo
‘] with “Whee) of Fortune” (Flying
Fish Records, Inc.), and it'a 88
charming, musically magical and
aa full of blarney and gospel truths as fans of ei-
ther have every right to expect.

Just for Willlamson’s reading of “Finn And the
0ld Man's House,” I'd freely recommend this live
aet. That there are an even dozen tunes filling up
66 minutes here is the more reason to celebrate
this masterful teaming.

Renbourn was, along with the great Burt
Janach, a founding father of the most cclebrated of
British traditionally rooted folk bands, Pentangle.
Williamsen and his partner Mike Heron were the
core of Scotland’s Incredible String Band who, for
those oldies among us, were a major sensation
when they signed with Elektra Records in 1966,

As Renbourn (I guess) says ot the beginning of
the instrumental triad of “Bunyan’s Hymn/I Saw
Three Ships/English Dance,” they haven't come
up with a name for the duet yet, though they're
leaning toward the Impenetrable Stringtangle,

The music, as you would expect from Celtic
harp and virtuosic acoustic guitar, is often airy,
always delicate, That they cover a plece by avant
jozz planist Randy Weston tells of thelr brilllance
in many ways, though the bulk of the program is
rooted in the traditional British Isles or from the
fully pens of the i

1t’s a8 mesmerizing, truly gorgeous and wonder-
ful ; collection ns either has ever been involved
with,

John Renbourn and Robin Williamson perform
Tuesday, March 29, at the Ark, 637% St. Ann Ar-
bor. For information, call 761-1451,

— Mark Gallo

THE READER’S CHOICE

Lincoln Center Jazz
— Hill Auditorium

Question: Why would a group of musicians tour
the country playing jazz standards older than
mast of the performers?

Anawer: To cducate,

‘The lesson was on the freedom of jozz, And the
lesson was hip, So hip that Detroit’s legendary
trumpeter Marcus Bolgrave showed up just to
watch,

And there was plenty to observe, Somo of the
brightest newcomers on the scone joined estab.
lished giants to expound on what jozz was ond Is
about.

Sec REVIEW, TA

LOOKING AHEAD

What to watch for in Street Scene next week:

H Christina Fuoco talks to Us3, rappers with a jozz
sound,

B John Monaghan takea a look at the alternative
movie scene,

| STREET BEATS

feud with bar owners,

The rap/rock band, which has
played with the Skatenigs, Overkiil
and Sir-Mix-A.-Lot, has also been
told to stay outside until five minutes
before they were scheduled to hit the
stage, snid rapper/vocalist Brice Ste-
phens.

Two-fold problem

Musically, the drinking laws pose o
two-fold problem. Aside from keeping
underaged bands out of clubs, it
prohibits teens from seeing shows at
21 and older clubs, Glen Wiscman of
the Birmingham funk band Fig finds
it frustrating that cven when his band
can get into clubs to play, their
fricnds can ‘not see their shows,
Conversly, he can't see the bands he
enjoys,

“They let us ploy, but we can't go
in and watch our friends’ bands, It's
OK when we're making moncy for
them, but we can't spend it there,”
sald Wiseman, whose band is now
mostly Int‘ nge.K

arl Faulhat

agreed,

with teens in mind. Starship Eorth,
which will be located at 2954 Caniff,
will feature carly shows for teens and
1ate shows for the 21 and older crowd,
beginning in April.

“In the last year or so, 've seen
quite a number of things where the
kids feel uninvolved,” said Fron, who
is also the president of the committee
organizing the 1994 Eorthfest concert.

“Obyiously, there's the 21 and old-
er problem, but I've seen bonds (at
private pasties), and the kids come
out in droves. They're very excited
about the music, but they rarely get
to seeit,” he added.

Kids count

Kids, he said, are the key to a
band's success.

“If the band's going to have a long-
term following, you have to get to the
kids because they're the ones setting
the trend.”

For some bands, however, cof-
feet may not be appropri

“At Gotham City (in Ferndale), 1
used to play in an acoustle band. But
with Fig, we're kind of toud and hard.
Coffecshops  just wouldn't work
right,” said Wiseman,

Scheol functions are another way
for Lands to get exposure. Third
Stone, n Grosse Polnte-based 1970s-
Navored bond, hos ployed at venues

h h town, but bassist Low-

ies you

e
e SR
R

ng bands

Flg (at right):
Karl

Fauthaber,
Glen Wise-
mun, Cyrus
Karimipour
and Ryan
Schneck
form an und-.
erage band
that Mutha's
Day Out
{photo below)
says cotld
play all-ages
clubs to get
experience
instead of
dealing with
strict club
owners.

rence DeLuca  sometimes
playing at schoal,

“Somectimes it's in a sense better;
we get paid more for-doing it,” DeLu-
co snid,

Finney's Pub in Detroit {r one of
the area clubs that allows underaged
bands to play. The musicians are
closely watched to make sure they
don't drink, according to Sue Sum.
mers, who books shows for Finney's.

She recognizes Fig's concerns about
their friends.

“They're allowed to play but unfor.
tunately a lot of their crowd is under
age. (But) it gives them exposure to
the over-21 crowd,” Summers said.

Muthn's Day Out, which hails from
the heart of the Bible Belt (Bates.
ville, Ark.), frowns on being closely
watched at shows,

“Yeah, (club owners) give us a hard
time, They just hassle us, (but) they
have to let us in. Then they tell us we

prefers

can’t <o this, we can't do that,” said
bassist Jeff Mogan, who inked his
record deal at age 15,

Many clubs simply “overlook” the
fact that hand members are undur-
ug;:(ll even when it's obvious, Del.uca
said.

“QOur drummer is 15 but looks
about 9, He has really, really rosy
cheeks. He doesn’t have acne or any-
thing because it looks like he hasn't
hit it {puberty) yet. He's really small,
but he's really good. The people nt
the club didn’t soy anything, but
when they went to get complimentary
heer (for the other bands), they were
hesitant. We just told them we
wouldn't drink.”

Scattle's Sweet Water, now of age,

found a good way to moke sure all
their fans have the chance to wve

_them, They book their shows at most.

ly all-ages venues,

Items should be submitted two
weeks in advance to: Christina Fuo-
co, 36251 Schooleraft, Livonia
48160, or by fax at (313) 591.7279.
Please include venue’s address and
phone number with area code.
Monday, March 21

BILLYJOEL

The Palaca of Aubum Hils, 175 and Lapeer

Road, Aubumn Hils, {rock)
(810) 3778200

Tuesday, March 22

RUBH

With Primus ot The Palace of Auburn Hills, |
S and Lapoer Road, Aubum Hills, {rock)

(810)377-8200

IN CONCERT

Sl e 200308 5, Fi At
. 206-208 S, First St., Ann Arbor.
(313) 996.8555

DINOBAUR JR, AND THE LEMONHEADS

Video appreclation nlght
3D, muls N, Main SE' Royat Oak,
(810) 589-3344

Wednesday, March 23

Wi, Bamuga Mohaw ot Bind Pg, 206-
muda awk ot Blind Py

208 S, First St., Ann Arbor, {rock} &
(313) 996-8555

BILL HaNskS

Oh, say: Verve Pipe, The Observer & Eccentric Newspapers'
Band of the Year which sang the National Anthem before a
recent Detroit Pistons game, will perform April '3 at St. An-

14

drew Hall with Gr and Th

e H

MARY MCOUIRE AND RON ELLMAN

The Durango Giilt, 222 Sherman Drive, Roy-
ol Qnk. tacoustlc guitar and violin}

(810} 544.2887

“FERNDALE TONIGHT)

Hosted by John D, Lamb at the Maglc Bag
Theatre Cafe, 22918 Woodward Ave., Fen-

dole,

{810 544.3030

Thursday, March 24

Vi an lnst 24
jakes an In.: .4 p.

Via n-stoe Ugg%gﬂlm p.

m. at
irmony House, 376824 Van Dyke {norh of
16 Mile), 5lcrlll¥ Heights,
(810) 939-696!

ROSALIE SORRILS

Tho Ak, 837% 5. Maln SL, Anp Arbor.

(acoustic)

(313) 761.1451

SPANK

With Caclum Bliss ot 3.D, 1815 N. Maln

St H?agl Qak.

{810) 589.3344

BEYOND THE LIGHT

Geifrs Gall, 48 N, Soginaw, Pontiac. (rock)

(810) 334-9292

COWBOY JUNKIES

With Freedy Johnston at the Mkr:cl;gm The.
Ann Abor, (rock)

atre, GOJ E, Liberty,
(313) 668-8397

MoRSEL
With Melba and Whiptail ot Bling Pig, 208,
208 S. Firat SL., Ann Asbor. {rock)

(313) 9968555

SOUL REVLE

Ahin's, 5758 Coss, Detroit.

{313) 832.2355

“BLUES SUPERSESSION"

Foatuing Eddio Harch of Biack Crowes,

Mimi Hams, Paul Randol

Botstord tnn’ l'Bh":l Bam, Farmington Hita.
8¢ ¥ 3

(313)459-6969

FOR LOVE MOT LISA
With Higher at The Rmz, 17580 Framho,

Rosevilig. (rock)
(810} 778.6404
MARY MCQUIRE
Biendan’s Rub, 33210 W. 14 Mile, West
Bloomfleld. tacoustic)
(810)855.6220
R -

ully’s, eonfiold, X
BiYsagiseg o 0%
OFF-WHITE BLUKS BAND

The Carlage House, 2400 Grand River, De»
wait. (blyes)
(313)535-3440

Friday, March 25
L

ow W 6‘0‘!“’2‘3130

ay 4 We N
Femdale. (alternative rock) oodward Avo
(810}541-9870

WIDESPREAD PANIC

M‘Ch(l,z:g Thooter, 603 E. Uiberty, Ann At
313)668-8397

UNCLE TUPELOD

With The Bottta Rockets ot the Mojestic,

4140 Woodward Ave., 3
1313) 8355700 \v2., Dotroll. {roats rocky

RO BOYS

Ino Ak, 6371 . Moin St., Amn Ator
38!

PR A

SUNNY WILKINEON

Bud of Paradisa, 207 . Ashoy, Ann Aor

@7 sozaato

BLACK WATIR $7ATION )

With Sutsidence at Gdffs Gan, 49 N, Sag-

naw, Pontlac. (fock)

1) 334 5295

GANGSTER UM

o )Pl 206-208 5. First St., Ann Arbor.

Wi Volebaats
ats 80d Apcto Nin st AMA's,
S758Cass Ave,, . {oltemal

1313 632,235 CF o (eemative)

SCONCHED TARTN
With St Dugt and Somebody's Friends at
* Boe N CONCERT, BA

Bind
13)




