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Dear Readers,

The high
number of re.
spanxes to the
mother of the
12.year-old
Loy who
wiants a sub.
seription  to
“Playboy*
magazine
reveals the
pervasiveness
of this issue
in our culture,
lLotx of young boys want lo
loak nt pictures of naked wom-
en and other sexvally stimulat-
ing photographs, The replies
are varied.

Lost week's writer warned
renders that purnography is re-
sponsible for sex crimes, This
week, the mother responding
reports her individual experi-
ence, which is nbout family dy-
namics, not pornography.

In the following weeks, more
comments will be printed. If
you are like me, you will e im-
pressed by the diversity in in-
dividunl attitudes they show
and by the thoughtfulness ex-
hibited by many.

—
STREEY
SENSE

4REARA
SCHIFF

Barbara

Voice Mall Message:
Barbara,

1 rend the message from the
mother whose son wants u sub.
seription to “Playbay.” Some
years ago 1 had o similar expe-
tience but with a different
twist.

Qne of my sons is now 16,
When he was 11 or 12, he alse
wanted to keep “Playhoy’ in
the house, Like the mather
who called you, I tried logically
to reason out the best decision,
1 know now thot T wasn't
thinking ahout the situation
clearly.

In my case, the appropriate-
ness of the materiol was only a
tliversion from the real issue,
which was, and is, my son's
maonipulation of his father, his
siblings, his friends and me.
For my son, disagreements are
important because they bring
the opportunity for power. If he
can moke others do what he
wants them to do, then he
wins, and, | want to add, then

Is that mother

who gave son
‘Playboy’ daft?

he thinks he is smarter thon
the rest of us.

My son is difficult to raise.
The {ssue about *Playhoy™ was
just nnather In a long list of
overt and covert power struge
#les, My son argued nbout his
bedtime, the food he ate, the
time he left for the bus and
most other responsibilities,
should have known at the time
that sexy magazines were an-
other battlefickl in the some
old Hight of who's the boss, Un-
fortunately, it tovk until my
son got older for me to see the
light,

Maybe your caller’s son is
not like my son, But, because [
struggle with this problem, 1
wanted to warn this mom to
heware.

Dear Caller,

Thank you for taking the
time and trouble to share your
expurience, which will be help-
ful to mony. Without wanting
to place any additional hurden
on your gencrous nature, 1
would like to ask you what
happened that made It possi-
ble for you to see “the light."
Mony could profit frum that
experience as well,

1 olso wish, for mysell and
for the readers of this column,
that T knew how, once you saw
the light, your behavior toward
your son changed and whether
you could stop his manipulo-
tion of you.

The prohlem you duseribe is
nut an uncommon one, even
thaugh it is often difficult for
parents to recognize. It is nntu-
ral to want to think the best of
our children. You deserve cred-
it for confronting this difficult
problem rather than running
away from it.

Barbarn

If you have a question or @
comment for Barbara Schiff, o
trained therapist and experi.
enced counselor, send it to
Street Sense, Observer & Ec-
centric Newspapers, 36251
Schoolcraft, Livonia, 48150,
You can also leave a message
by calling (313) 953-2047, mail
box 1877, un a touch-tone
phone.
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Between pleces, Music Director
Marcus Roberts spoke of the
hackground of the music and the
histary of jazz.

One of the highlights of the
night was a featured solo by Jon
Faddis, whom Roberts cooly
christened  “the best trumpet
player in the world.”

More outstanding solos came
on the Charles Mingus chart
“Boogie Stop Shuffle” {don't look
in the program for it, they even

improvised the set list) ns young
lion Joshua Redman took his
long-awaited turn,
And the tradition rolls on,
— James Hofer

Listened to an album or went to
a concert that you'd like to com-
ment on? Send your comments to:
Reader Revicews, Street Scene, Ob-
server & Eccentric Newspopers,
36251 Schooleraft, Livonia 48150.
You can also fax your review to
(313} §91-7279.

Weddings, funeral

By J
BPECIAL WRITER

| MOVIES

He forgot the ring. S
clumsily through the vest pocket
of his tuxedo, Charlie, the
flustercd best man at s fancy
church wedding, gives a pleading
look to his friends in the congre.
gotion,

The solution to this and other
comic dilemmas mokes up “Four
Weddings and a Funeral” a
quaint English comedy that
opens next weekend at the AMC
Maple in Bloomfield Township.

After oll, thore's nothing like a

lding to stir audi recogni-

the title.

Hugh Grant isn't o fomillar
nome, but chances arc you'll rec-
ognize the handsome young actor

made for comedy

talyst, she only proves that while

she’s still attractive to look at, her

acting remnine clumsy and stiff.

She's got pll:nlykol' competition
1 "

ywood,

On another note, the Oscar cer-
cmony s tonight and, as much as
I try to ignore the spectacle, 'l be,

in the

cast, especlally Charlotte Cole-
man as Charles’ behemian room-
mate Scarlett, Jomes Fleet plays

from the Merchant/lvory produc-
tions of " and “Remai
of the Day.” He plays Charles, &
confirmed bachelor who points
out during the wedding toast that
he admires anyone who can com.
mit for life.

Enter Caorric  (Andie Mac-
Powc!lr), a sophisticated and

tion. Just show last-minute
cdoubts by the groom, a horrible
wedding band and drunken
guests at the reception and you've
got movie.goers more or less
hooked.

Mike Newell realizes this in
spades, The less-than-subtle
writer/director of the popular
“Enchanted April” presents not
one, but a quartet of weddings
and a funeral, The laughs-to-tears
ratio is more or leas hinted at in

1 American who success-
fully seduces the attentive
Charles. The next moming, how-
ever, she's back to the States, and
it's not until enother wedding
months later that they mect
again. This time she brings a
fiancee.

In her carlier mavies, model
turned-actress Andie MacDowell
has done o competent job as a
woman reacting to bizatre events
taking place around her, As the
movic's self-assured and sexy ca-

the clumsy-but-rich Tom, port of
the tight-knit group of fricnds
who attend countleas weddings
while never getting even close to
the altar themselves,

In one of the funnlest situn.
tions, Charles gets scated at a
table populoted by former girl
friends. “The only thing worse
would be seeing Henrietta,” he
soys to a friend, only to have the
emotlonal “ex" pop in, anxious to
hosh out with Charles what went
wrong in their fizzled relation.
ship.

While some of the gags misfire,
“Four Weddings and a Funeral”
hums along to a satisfying conclu-
xion. An engaging cast and liberal
doses of British humor moke this
much funnier thaa the usual wed-
ding comedy cranked out by Hal.

there hing every :
evening dress and each windy ac-:
ceptance speech. e
There's also a better-than-usu-
ol chance that I'll actually come
close with my Oscar picks, so h?n.-
008! e
Best Picture, “Schindler’s
List;" Best Director, Steven
Spiclberg for “Schindler’s List;":
Best Actor, Tom Hanks for *Phil-
adelphis;” Best Actress, Holly
Hunter for “The Piano Best
Supporting Actress, Roule Perez
for “Fearless;” Best Supporting
Actor, Tommy Lee Jones for “The
Fugitive;” and Best Foreign Film,
“Farewell My Concubine.”

1f you have a comment for John
Monaghan, call him at 953-2047,
maitbox 1866, on a Touch-Tone
telephone, or write lo him care of
Street Scene, Observer & Eccene
trie Newspopers, 36251 School-
craft, Livonia 48150.

SCREEN SCENE

A sampling of what's playing at
alternative movie theaters across
metro Detroit as reviewed by
John Monaghan.

I DETROIY FILM THEATRE
Detroit Institute of Arts, 5200
Waodward Ave,, Detroit. Call
(313) 833-2323 for information,

($5)

“Belle Epoque (The Age of
Beauty)” (Spain — 1992), 7 and
9:30 p.m. March 25-26; 4 and 7
p.m. March 27, In the spring of
1931, with Spain seemingly on the
verge of a magical new era, o
young army deserter tests the lim-
its of a reclusive friend's liberal
philosophy by pursuing all four of
the old man’s beautiful dough-
ters, This clever comedy, nomi-
nated for Best Forelgn Film Os-
car, plays for two weekends.

M KINOTEK

Capital Theatre and Arts Centre,
121 University, Windsor. Call
{5619) 971-5160 for information.
$4.50,

“Sans Soleil” (France — 1982),
9 p.m. March 26-28. Director
Chris Marker experiments with
the subjective experience of time
ond invalidity of memory in this
experimental film, Meticuloualy
chosen images come from around
the globe — Japan, Africs, Ice.
land, San Francisco — for an ex-
perience somewhere between head
trip and travelague.

M MAGIC BAG THEATER
22918 Woodward, Ferndale, Call
(810) 544-3030 for information.

($4)

"Slacker” (USA - 1990}, 9
p.m. March 24, Austin, Texas, is
the setting for this innovative de-
but film from Richard Linklater
(*Dazed and Confused™), where
the camera might follow ane char-
acter for awhile then pick up on
another that passes by,

B MAIN ART THEATER
118 N. Main St. at 11 Mile, Roya!
Qak. Films play through at least
Thursday. Call (810) 542-0180 for
information and show times.
($6.50; $4 stuclents; $3 twilight/
matinee)

“The Scent of Green Papaya™
(Vietnam — 1993). This Cin-

Found day care right away
Julia Palifon roceived 35 calls for har Obsarver & Eccontric Classified day case ad and called her responso
*Graat!*Join Julia Paillon in discovaring how groat it is to
Reach Michlgan's Finest Suburban Market
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derella story about u Vietnamese
servant girl in 19508 Soigon has
been nominated for a Best For-
eign Film Oscar.

“Schindler's List" (USA —
1993). Steven Spielberg may fi-
nally get his Academy Award for
this story of Oskar Schindler
{Liam Neeson), a war profiteer
and Nazi crony who saved the
lives of more than 1,000 Jews dur.
ing the Holocaust.

“Six Degrees of Sepoaration™
{USA — 1994). Based on John
Guare's award-winning play, a
savvy young man (Will Smith)
poses as Sidney Poitiers son to
cajale his way into the home of a
Fifth Avenue couple (Donald
Suthertand and Stockard Chann.

ing).

“A Streetcar Named Desi
{USA — 1951). Elia Knzan's
stunning version of Tennesse
Williams® most famous play ar-
rives with four additional minutes
intact, Although the changes
aren’t as earth-shattering as the
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McCarthy-era censors would have
tiked you to believe, it's still a
treat to see the young Morlon
Brando on the big screen.

W MAPLE THEATER

4135 W. Maple Road, Bloomficld.
Call (810) 855-2090 for informa-
tion, (35.75; $3.95 matince; $2.95
twilight)

“Sirens™ (Britain — 1993),
Juhn Duigan (“Flirting”) directs
this story of a young Englishwom-
an’s sexual awakening when she
visits the eccentric and hohemian
houschold of a controversial
painter. Sam Neill, Tara Fitzger-
old and Hugh Grant star,

*In the Nome of the Father”
(Britain — 1994}, In this true sto.

j rv, Daniel Day-Lewis ploys on Ir-
ishimun falsely seeused of bomb-
ing a pub near London in 1875,
The brilliont story of miscarriage
af justice is co-written and directs
ed by Jim Sheridan, who teamed
with Day-Lewis on “My Left
Foot."

“Warrior Marks" (USA —
1993}, 7 p.m. March 27. Author
Alice Wal nd filmmaker Rati-
bho Parmar help to unlock some
of the cultural and political com-
plexities surrounding women's is-
sues, A Ludies Film Society pres.
entation. (Tickets $8 this show
only)

“Schindler’s List." See Main
Art Theatre listing.

Look for the valuable coupons we've
inserted in today's issue of your
@bserver & Eccentric

GREATEST HOME SHOW IN THE WORLD

EvVERYTHING ForR YOoUR HOME €8 GARDEN
Annual

Featured Altractions & Exhibits

« Kilchens & Baths * Home Electronics  » Doors & Windows House of Nails and Treasure Chest Contests » Chevy Truck Give-A-Way
« Decorative Accessories  * Yard & Garden * Appliances Continuous Entertainment ¢ Full Sized 1,850 5q. ft. Home
* Remodeling * Arts & Caafts » Heating & Cooling Parade of Homes Featuring New Homes and Free Plan Book
o + Financing * Pools & Spas » Decks & Landscaping Epert e o0 Covdening, Decorating and Remodel
s GET A JUMP ON THE HOME IMPROVEMENT SEASON ‘ —
Mowdry Uroogh Fridey 200 pm.- 1000 pm. .
WITH SPECIAL SHOW DISCOUNTS! g et riegn | Riverwalk Gardens
el Adrinion: At 575 ey i ndoar rivet wtrounded -
WEDDING CEREMONY 12 $3.50; Chikdern ondes brw:_r guied
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