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POINTS OF VIEW

As Dorothy said: “There’s no place like home’

on't you just love to vote?
1 don’t mean only making the
choices, But the whole process.

1 love going to Doherty Elementary
in West Bloomfield where I've voted for
more than 20 years, It’s where § used to
go with a 3.year-old clinging to my legs,
as [ ducked behind the curtain of the
old-style voting booth.

1 love seeing my neighbors — the
ones | know by nome and even those I
only know by nod — os we pags walk.
ing, jogging, biking or roller blading
(them not me) around the neighbor-
hood. And I even feel a comaraderic —
a common purpose — with those 1
dan't know at all.

Our most recent trip to the polls —
March 15 — when Prop A won bigtime,
came at a crucial time for me.

After two weekends of “‘condo-hunt.
ing” my husband and 1 were about to

ios

Parents nee

QUESTION: Overall our school
digtrict and its programs are excel-
tent. But I have a camplaint, Why Is
it some teachers don't inform par-
cnts carly in the school year when
thelr child isn’t doing what he is
supposed to be doing? Our 10th
grade son failed a class the first
marking period of the school year
and we didn’t find out until we
reSeived his report card, We called
the school but the teacher didn’t re-
turn the call, We are not blaming
the school for his lack of effort, But
aren't there any phones in the
school? This is not right!

ANSWER: 1 agree! Parents have a
legitimate right to be kept informed
and notified immedintely if there is
any sudden or unusual change in
school performance or behavior by
their child,

As a first-year teacher of science and
math in the Grosse Ile School District,
a ity with many p jonal
peaple, I learned that lesson fast. I was
having the typical first-year teacher
problems; that is, kids working on your
head to sce if you are for real, And, as a
result, some students were not per.
forming as well as their potentinl and
post performance would indicate. It
was my fault as much as their fault,

decide on whether to stay in our house
and update it or move to an in-town
Birmingham or woodsy West-Bloom-
field condo.

A move is a decision we all will can-
sider as our children grow up and out
of the house, The empty bedrooms and
*kidy’ bathroom” remain sort of at hall
mast — with the leftovers from their
teen years still in the dresser drawers
and posters and bumper stickers stilt
pasted on walls,

And the olive green sinks and
matching tub (I think they used to call
that avocadlo) are strietly 708 — when
that was a hot color for bathrooms and
kitchens.

But it isn't just the kids’ part of the
house thot doesn’t measure up. The
walk-in bedroom closet which seemed
quite enormous when we moved in sy

Nevertheless, my first six-week re-
port cards went home with some solid
B stuclents getting C(s), some “A" stu-
dents getting B(s), C students getting
D(s) and a few students failed for lack
of effort and for disrupting the class.

1 was blown away at my [irst parent.
teacher conference trying to justify how
1 could Iower a student grade because
of poor classroom Lehavior, Porents,
rightly so, pointed out that the class
performance and behavior were scpa-
rate issucs.

Most of these parents were kind and
reasonable; a few saw an opportunity o
create a scapegoat for their own lack of
control over their child, But alt elearly
indicated to me they wanted to be in-
formed in o timely fashion . . . not af-
ter the fact, These parents were right,
. was dead wrong. And devastated! But
not stupid.

‘The solution that came to me was so
simple. A written progress report; not
used much back in the late 60s. A re-
port that would go out after the first
three weeks of the school year or any-
time a parent needed to be notified of o
child's performance.

The standard form 1 developed was
very simple, very objective, saying:

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Jones:

You should be aware that your son
John:

H When you go through this
rite of passage, expect
that your kids will go Into
shock. ‘Why would you
move from “our house’’, '
says one daughter, from
the comfort of her own.

M was blown away at my
first parent-teacher con-
ference trying to Justify
how 1 could lower a student
grade because of poor
classroom behavlor. Par-
ents, rightly so, pointed out
that the class performance
and behavior were sepa-
rate issues.

{1)Has not been turning in home-

worl

2)Failed the last test (and other
items),

One or both would be checked, The

parent response was most positive,

fraction of the size of the “hisand  «
hers” walk.ins we saw in new housing
today.

And it goes without naying, there’s
no whitlpool built into a tub in our
bothroom. In fact, there’s no tub at all.

When you go through this rite of pas.
snge, expect that your kids will go into
shock. Why would you move from “our
house’, * soys one daughter, from the
comfort of her own,

*1t won't be coming *home’, *
whines the New York daughter who
visits maybe twice a year — but fully
expects her room to remain o8 she left
it.

Still, | hear what they say. There's
something to preserving family history
by maintaining a sense of home, neigh-
horhood and community built up over
the years.

But “Oh. , . those little devils.
Some kids soon caught on and inter-
cepted any letter to their parentina
school envelope to sce if it was from
Doyle. So, re-grouping, I sent the letter
oul in a plain envelope. But they recog-
nized my handwriting. So typing the
name and address of the parents be-
come a8 necessity, But then they
checked all letters with no return ad-
dress . . . and some kids were “steam-
ing” Iultun‘l open, What creativity!

* Meanwhile, back at the polls, 1 spent
a few minutes catching up with elec-
tion worker Ann Beuerle whose kids
went to school with mine — and with
Fran Denawetz, o former tennis part-
ner, who's a member of the West .
Bloomficld school board, -

You might soy that experience at the
polls pushed me over the edge. Yes,
we're staying put.

Judith Doner Berne is managing edi- "
tor of the Eccentric Newspapers. You :
can reach her at 901-2563. Empty
nesters and their adult children might
enjoy the Birmingham Village Players
production of "Alone Together,” a com-
edy about a couple whose adult children
do heep coming back to the nest, It's
April 1-2, Call 644-2075 for ticket infor- -

mation.

d to be kept informed of' child’s performance

And the teacher not retirning a
phone call is unexcusable. I teacher
conteacts in Michigan weren't 8o pow-
erful, that teacher should be suspend-
ed without pay for a reasonable
amount of time. But please, first call -
back and check to see if n student aide 778
took the message and dropped the ball, <
Prinvipals and buildi ios |
knew simply do not let this happen.

One of the worsl scenarios [ ever ex-
perienced was as the new assistant su-
i in a quality Michigan

pel of

1 got ni like the mail
{and others that 1 won't mention).
Heing tenacious, letters were sent to
the office where the husband or mother
warked and then the victory was mine,

But something was lacking. My
focus was totally on negative aspects.
So [ decided to “accentuate the posi-
tive.”

Another form letter was developed as
a follow-up, This form letter said
something like: “1 would like to take
this opportunity to tell you how much
your daughter has improved in my
class, Her homework, attention to task,
test scares, behavior, attitude (what-
ever) has greatly improved and itisa
plensure to have her in my class,”

The feedback from parents was
amazing, People want teachers and
building administrators to be open and
caring; caring about their child.

school district. It was an October par.
ent-teacher conference in the high
school gymnasium. | shook the hand of
a supportive parent. He and his wife
sat down in front of the teacher. The
parent asked, “How is my kid doing?”
"The teacher said, “He foiled this first
marking period. You will e getting the -
report card tomorrow."” :

Totally insanc! Parents have a right

to know and a progress report should
be standard operating procedure, Hey,
even my gos station tells me when I'm
low on oil . . . before the engine is
blown away.

James *Doc” Doyle, u former teacher,
school ndministrator and university in
structor, is president of Doyle & Assoc!
ates, an cducational consuliting firm. 37
He can be reached at 953-2047, maithox 22
1856 by Touch-Tone phone. .

Found day care right away

Julla Palifon racoived 35 calls for her Observer & Eccontric Classifiod day care ad and callod her response

“Great!"Join Julia Paillon in discovering how great itis to
Reach Michigan's Finest Suburban Market
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Congratulations!
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" Contest Winners!

Al Republic Bank, our customers never sectle

LOW RATES & NO FEES FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY

for fess, We're offering 100% Home Equity Loans 6.75% APR* 2 MONTHS
at great, low rates, with no costs, There's no g;g: i\;i: ;-z :8:¥L‘:
better time than right now to take advantage of afl 9:7_,'% APR* 48 MONTHS

10.75%APR*

60 MONTHS

To take advantage of this offer, give us a call:

ANN ARBOR (Downtown) 4454030
ANN ARBOR (Maln Cantre) 454000
BLOOMFIELD HILLS 258.5100 By
GROSSE POINTE 2024400 b
FARMINGTON HILLS 7I7.0444 H

OR CALL REPUBUIC INFORMATION CENTER:
1-800-968-4425
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Mike Quinn, Troy 1 Andrew Banish, West Bloomfield the equiy In your home.
Kenny Douglass, Westland Michael Egan, Sylvan Lake Consolidate your loans Into a Fixed Rate Home
Robin Builer, Waterford Nichole Uzelac, Bloomfield Hills Equity Loan and reduce your monthly payments.
Adrienne Muncy, Canton Jackle Andruslak, Farmington You'll have moncey for a new car, callege tuition,
Chris Seanlan, Livonia Justin Fredricks, Rochester home improvements or just about anything else,
Mike Camiller, Westland | Erie Eflis, Garden City And It may be 100% tax deductble:
AnnBliss, Troy | yake Green, Redford
Mark Baughman, Bimingham Dave Jewall, Livonia
Reed Cataldo, Birmingham | chris Daberkos, Livoria
Kyle McMurray, Grosse Pointe Farms Matt Porliatowski, Canton
Brad Wolfe, Canton | janeen OToole, Rochester
Scott Rich, Garden Clty | Gharlie Hicks, Baverly Hills R
Blake Brunner, Canton ¢ D T
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