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Capra meets the Coens in Proxy’ InConcert /oo

By JOIN MONAGHAN
BIECIAL WHITER

It's New Year's Eve. Snow
drifts by a troubled man perched
atop o skyscraper ledge 44 Qoors
high — not counting the mezza.
nine. How he got there and
whether or not he'll jump was a
familiar apringhoard for old Frank
Capra movies like “Meet John
Doc” or the ubiquitaus “It's a
Wonderful Life,”

Mr. Capra, meet the Coens,
Brothers Joel and Ethan, the
writer/director team of “Borton
Fink” and “Raising Arizonn,”"
have bresthed new life into the
shopsworn premige of “The Hud.
sucker Proxy,” a fictionalized nce
count of the inventor of the Hula
Hoop and a visunlly dazzling trib-
ute to fast-pacet) camedies of the
1930s.

Tim Robbing plays Norville
Barnes, a recent gradunte of the
Muncie Business School, who
lands & job in the mail rcom of
Hudsucker Industries ciren 1958,
With the death of the company
president and controlling interest
up for public sale, Hud honchos
want o new leader who can bring
stock down, so It con be pur-
chased for pennies,

In short, they want an imbecile,
and they think they've found one

| MOVIES

in Burnes. After all, the carnest
Midwesterner walks around with
aketches of his new product idea,
hasically o circle drawn in the
middle of a shect of paper, “You
know,” he says, shocked that no
one clse recognizes its brilliance,
“for kids."”

You know the rest of the story.
‘That invention, the Hula Hoop,
beeomes a Baby Boomer phenom-
cnon, catapults Barnes and Hud-
Aucker to the top, and leaves
Board Chairman Sidney J. Musa-
berger (Paul Newman) fuming,
intent on breaking the young pro-
digy he personnlly advanced.

Enter Amy Archer (Jennifer
Jason Leigh), a Pulitzer Prize.
winning newspaper gal who be.
comes Barnes® secretary to get the
inside seoop,

The Coens, along with “Evil
Dead” director and former Dg-
teoiter Sam Rakmi, have scripted
a clever little plece of nostalgia,
full of wisecracks and overlapping
dinfogue. And while the emotion
of the story gets overpowered by
set design and crazy comera an-
gles, it casily ranks as the year's
niftiest picture,

In one of the movie's several

1l.cdited a |On0
Hula Hoop rolls from an alley
down the street and into the path
of a little hoy, Viewed from above,
the shot recalls the apes eyeing
thot mystical monolith at the
opening of “2001: A Space Odys-
sey.”

At this exact moment, on ele-
mentary school has tet out for the
afternoon. As the boy picks the
toy up and starts to swivel ond
shake, a pack of screaming achool
kids round the street corner and
stare in amazement at what they
see. The Hula Hoop, formerly a
bust, officinlly becomes a craze.

For his part, Robbins plays the
role with congenfality and “gee
whiz" American enthusiasm. it's
a pleasure to see him daing slap-
stick with Paul Newman, who too
rarely gets a chance to let his sil-
ver hair down,

Blink and you'll miss cameos
by character actors Peter Gal-
lagher (os a slick Ttalian crooner}
and Steve Buscemi {as o beotnik
coffechouse  server), We could
stand to see more of them, along
with Bruce Campbell, another

on impersonation of Jean Arthur
and Rosalind Russell, She'’s
about 20 years out of time, but it
hardly matters to the Coen broth-
ers, whose movies read like pages
of a 20th century history book
thrown up in the air and then
hastily reassembled.

Dennis Gossner's net design is
o knockout, especially the Deco-
cra skyscraper that houses Hud-
sucker. The moil roum, inspired
no doubt by “Metropolis” and
“Brazil,”" is a nightmare of cables,
tubes and feverishly working
dranes. The top-floor bvand reom,
meanwhile, is an exercise in
monumental sporseness — only
the heavy-laquered board table
and a ticker tope mochine backed
hy the city in silhouctte.

Some may kee “The Hudsucker
Proxy” s o ong-juke movie, and
indeed it does lose momentum afe
ter a while, It's the invention that
the Coens bring to virtually every
shot that keeps you twisting to
this engagingly oddball comedy.

‘I/ynu have a comment for John
e

former Detroiter and utar of TV's
“Brisco County,” as Smitty, the
newspaperman.

call him at 953-2047,
mailbox 1866, un a Touch-Tunc
phone, or write to him care of
Street Scene, Observer & Eccen-
ric N 36251 School-

As @
Archer, Jason Leigh does a dead-

&
craft, Livonia, M1 48150.

SCREEN SCENE

A sampling of what's playing at
alternative movie theaters across
metro Detroit as reviewed by
John Monaghan,

H DETROIT FILM YHEATRE
Detroit Institute of Arts, 5200
Woodward Ave,, Detroit. Coll
(313) 833-2323 for information.
($5)

“Belle Epoque (The Age of
Beauty)" (Spnin — 1992}, 7and
9:30 p.m. April 1-2; 4 and 7 p.m,
April 3, In the spring of 193], with
Spain scemingly on the vergeof a
magical new era, a young army -
serter Lests the limits of a reclu-
sive friend’s liberal philosophy by
pursulng all four of the old man's
benutiful daughters, This clever
comedy, nominated for Best For.
eign Film Oscar, plays for two
weckends,

B KINOTEK

Capitol Theatre and Arts Centre,
121 University, Windsor. Call
(519) 971.5160 for information,
(84.50)

“Wings of Desire” (Germany/
France — 1987), 9 p.m. April 2.4,
Wenders' playful and eccentrie
story of angels who look down on

the people populating Berlin,
amang them a trapeze artist and
Peter Falk (playing himselD),
“Faraway, So Close,” the recent
sequel, pales in comparison.

W MAGIC BAG THEATER
22918 Woodward, Ferndale. Call
(810) 544-3030 for i i

Academy Award for this story of
Oskar Schindler (Liam Nevson), a
war profiteer and Nazi crony who
saved the lives of more than 1,000
Jews during the Holocaust,  *

*The Hudsucker Proxy"” (USA
— 1994). The camera is the real
star in this wacky account of a
husi tuate’s rise fram

$4)

“Three Stooges Festival," 8
p.m. March 31. Six uncut shorts
{five Curley's and one Shemp)
from the classic comedy team, Ti.
tles include “Squarcheads of the
Round Table,” the Nazi spoofl
“I'll Never Heil Again,” and the
first Stouge vehicle, "Woman
Haters,” performed completely in
rhyme.

B MAIN ARY THEATER
118 N. Main St. at 11 Mile, Royal
Ouk. Films play through at least
‘Thursday. Call (810) 542.0180 for
informntion and show times.
($6.50; $4 students; $3 twilight/
matin

“The Scent of Green Papayn”
(Vietnam — 1993), A Cinderclla
story about a Vietnamese servant
girl in 19508 Saigon.

“Schindler’s List" (USA —
1993), Steven Spiclberg got his

mail room to president’s office in
1958, Hin invention, the Hula
Hoop, becomes a houschold
nome, Capra meets surrealism in
this latest from Jocl and Ethan
Coun (“Raising Arizana” and
“Barton Fink.)

W MAPLE THEATER

4135 W, Maple Road, Bloomfield.
Films ploy through at least
‘Thursday. Call (810) 855-9090 for
information. ($5.75; $3.95 mati-
nee; $2.95 twilight)

*Sirens” {Britain — 1994),
John Duigan (“Flirting") directs
this story of a young Englishwom-
on’s sexual awakening when she
visits the eccentric and bohemian
household of a controversial
painter. Sam Neill, Tara Fitzger-
ald and Hugh Grant star.

*In the Name of the Father™
{Britain — 1993), In this true sto-

ry, Daniel Day-Lewis plays an Ir-

ishman falsely accused of bomb-
ing v pub near London in 1975.
The brilliant story of miscarriage
of justice is co-written and direct-
ed by Jim Sheridon, who tenmed
with Day-Lewis on “My Left
Foat.”
“Schindler's
Art Theatre listing above.

st

Main

@ REDFORD THEATER
17360 Lahser, Detroit. Coll (313)
537-1560 for information. (82.50)
*The Keys of the Kingdom®
(USA — 1944), 8 pam. April 1:2
and B p.m. April 2 (organ overture
begins a half hour hefore show
time). Gregory Peck stars as a
missianary in this long, but effee.
tive tale that also fentures Thom.
as Mitchell, Vincent Price and a
young Roddy McDowall.

B STATE THEATER
2115 Woadward Ave., Detroit.
Call (313) 961-5450, (81}

“Bad Licutenont” (USA —
1993), @ p.m. March 28. Harvey
Keitel plays a cop who indulges in
u number of illegal activities, in-
cluding drugs, gambling, and il-
licit xex. Abel Ferrara directs.

‘Kalifornia:’ A close call with crime

BY LEANNE ROGERS
STAFF WRITER

When faced with true, soulless
evil, how would your average
bleeding-heart intellectual re.
spond? Would a close encounter
with an utterly remorscless killer
cause a change in the ettitude

] VIDEO

o sophisticated and worldly as
they might like to think, Duchov-
ny's character in particular is fas-
cinated and attracted by the sor-
did Emd twisted tales of mass

that criminals need
not incarceration and punish.
ment?

On some Jevels that's the ques.
tion posed by the 1993 film “Kali.
fornia" in which a writer and his
girlfriend take along a killer and
hig girlfriend on a cross country
drive. The writer, having spent
his advance, needs help with ex-
penses a8 he and his girlftiend, a
phatoegrapher, visit the scenes of
murders committed by serial
killers,

David Duchovoy and Michelle
Farbes play the trendy lcather
jacket-clad pair who maybe aren’t

“You can't let stereotypes get in
the way,” he says after meeting
their new travel companions.

There is a jarring contrast with
the other couple, played as white
trash personified by Brad Pitt
and Juliette Lewis in the most
memorable performances in the
film. Pitt's greasy-haired and
unkempt Early Grayce murders
without a minute of remorse then
mnkes a gift of a dead girl's shoes
to the rather dimwitted Adele.

Early and Adele live in a run-
down trailer, certainly not a mo-

Dia blos from page 6A

bile home, in the middle of what
appears to be o junkyard. Early,
who is olready on parele, can't
hald n job, telling his parole offi-
cer that they didn't treat him
right.

Faced with jail, Enarly decides
it's time for him to relocate with
Adcle. He tells Adele people think
quicker in California because of
the heat and by law cach month's
rent is free. .

Duchovny's Brian is the smug
sort who sees himself as superior
to the harmless but primitive
Early. In the end, the writer
doesn’t have a clue to who he is
really dealing with in Early,

Forbes® photographer warms up
to the hapless Adele and tries to
help her. It's her suspicions of
Early that spark the upclnn!: v‘I?

In one scene, the violent Enely
perfeetly mocks the writer™s ama-
teur pyschologist questions about
how he fecls when assaulting
someone. The two even do a little
shooting together,

Lewis’ Adele, barely surviving
on her meager wits and self-delu-
aions, is the truly tragic figure of
the quartet,

One of the things you might
question about “Kalifornia™ s
whether the writer learned any-
thing from his brush with terror.
By the end of the journcy that's
not tatally clear.

“Kalifornia” is available on tape
at local video stores. If you have a
question or comment, call LeAnne
Rogers at (313) 953-2103 or write
her at The Qbserver & Ectfnu‘li:

lence that was surely i
anyway. .

, Livonia 48150.
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Evans was on that Teonogo
Records 45, too, as well aa putting
in front-line time with the Urba.
tions, who wero managed by for-
mer MC5 manager, politico and
impresarlo John Sinclair. It was
Sinclair who, inadvertently, was
responsible for the formation of
the Howling Diabloa.

“The first gig the band ever
played wan at the Michigan Gal-
Tory,” Gross remembered.

“The first gig was a Gary
Grimshaw art opening,” Evans
interjected. **He and I usod to do
this thing with John Sinclair
S, ey S
pla; ms, 1 pl saxo-
phone, and Sinclair would read
his poetry. We were supposed to
do that at the Michigan Gallery,
and Sinclair had gone off some-
where, and Gary called up and
sald, ‘Why don't you and Martin
put a band togother for the
opening?' "

Grosa s quick to pay alleglance
to the local poetry scene, as well,

calling Mick Vranich and Word-
ban'd a particuler favorite act,
“The band kinda grew out of
more the poctry sceno which, to
mo, {8 where the Howling thing
came from, like Ginsberg's
‘Howl," " he said. “I never wanted
it to sound like & rockabilly band
or anything else. Some people do
draw those conclusions.”
Rockabilly they most decidedly
are not, Muddy Waters and Ar-
chie Shepp influences abound,
and there are hints of atyliatic
predecessors like the MC5 and
the Contemporary Jazz Quintet
and peers like Waa (Not Was),
Fishbone and whatever elss the
band absorbs. Bassist Mike
Hollis and mmer Vin
{whoso other band Sponge was
just signed by Sony) make up the
core of the band. However, the
aurprises always lie In which of
their tumntable selection of guitar-
ists Is on m sessiona — Michael
King, Bobby East of Killing
Floor, Tim Diaz of Red C, or Jeft

Gugd of the Butler Twins blues
and.

‘They're not so far out, though,
that a goatee and beret are re.
quired listening accouterments.
Regulars at backing up most peo-
ple who pass through Sully's, the
hip Dearborn blues den (they
were working with former Howlin'
Wolf guitarist Hubert Sumlin the
night we spoke, and ready for o
Johnny Adams date in April),
their eclectic tastes are as far-
reaching as a music fan could
hope for.

“Wack the DJ,” from their
forthcoming collection, for in-
stance, elicits this breakdown
from the writer Gross: “That tune
s probably inspired by Tom
Waits, Ministry and John Col-
trane, Art Blakey, It's like voodoo
muale, [ wanted to get something
that was like flims. I wanted to
got  something that was like
Dennis Hopper racingaroundina
big Dodge Charger, Just like this

wild manlac, some really dark

character who's out there and
who'a got o beef with the world
and he's the wrong guy to mess
with, and some comball. runs
afoul of him and doesn’t under-
stand who he's dealing with —
something like that, but it’s fun.
ny, too.”

“It's not the casiest way to got
for making money in the music
business,” said Gross of the
band’s diversity.

"We've never tried to think of a
hit, or thought of what we can do
to be famous. It's always juat
being real truthful with thik mu.
sic and having faith in that.
That's why we do it.”

The Howling Diablos Sier-
ra Station, 15110 Mack, Grosse
Pointe Park, Saturday, April 23.
Call (313) 822-1270 for more infor-
mation. They will also perform ot
the Q Club, 29 S. Saginauw, Ponti-
ae, Saturday, May 14. Coll (310)
334-2411 for more informasion.

Bedacd ot Botsford Jnn's Blues
Bamn, 2 and River Ava.. (ot Eight
Mile Road) Formingion Hils. (azz)
313} 459-6969
JKs aRY
Blind Pig, 206-208 S. First St., Ann Asbor.

{funky fock)
(313)996-8555

MARY MCGUIRE

Backscat Saloon, 3064 Orchatd Loke
Road, Keega Horbor. (0coustic)
(810)682-1119

THE AFQHAN WHIOS

St, Andtew's Hall, 431 E. Congress, De-
troit. (aliemative rock}

(313} 961-MELT

MILISSA FERRICK )

Braat Coffeehouse, 305 S. Main St., Roy-
ol 0ok, {pcoustic)

(8104 399-7200

Friday. April }

THEHANNIAALS

And The Verve Pipe pidy as part of Thiee
Flooes of Fun at Si. Andrew's Halt, 431 E.
Congsess, Deton. Onginally scheduled for
Apal 3. {altemapop}

1313)961-MELT

LITTLE 81STER

With The Junction ot Rick’s, 611 Chureh,
Ann Arbot, (tock)

(313)992.2748

WHIRLING ROAD

With The Melba at Crass Street Station,
51 | Cross, Ypsiont

(313) 485.5050

8UGS BEDDOW BRICADE

New Ploce, 22723 Mxhigan Ave., {three
blocks east of Outer Dnve), Dearbom,
(313)277.3035

TRASH BRATS

With Swealerfish ot Lik's, 2930 Jocod,
Hamtramek.

(313) 875.6555

ROBERT NOLL

New Detrorter, 655 Beaubien at Fort, De-

MARY MCGUIRE AKD JULIE KOVICH
Backseal Soloen, 3064 Orchard Loke
Rood. Keege Harbor, (ocoustic guitar with
flute/5ax)

1810)682-1119

MELISSA FERRICK

E5presso Royale, 324 S. State St., Ann
Arbor. tacoustic)

(313)662-2
MUTUAL ADMIRATION SOCIETY

Pegasus 1n the Fisher, 3011 W. Grond
8lvg,, Detroit. Yo22)

{313)875.7400

THE ALLIGATORS

Stan's Dugout, 3350 Aubum Road. Au-
butn Hills.

(810)852.6433

DETROI? BLUES BAND

Speakeasy, 31410 Ford Road, Garden
City, (blues)

(313)425.7373

BLUE ROSE

Moby Dicks, 5452 Schaefer Road, Dear-

BEN MOORE AXD THE BLUES EXPRESS
Spots — A '50s Bar and Gall, 166
Maplo, Wgundoue. {bhues)

(313) 285-5060

BLUE SUIT

Doc frocks, 7935 W, Maple, West

Bloomfiekt, (Diues)

{810) 624.7200

PAUL KELLER/CARY KOCHER QUARTEY
Bird of Paradise, 207 S, Ashlay, Ann Ar-

bot,
(313) 662-8310

Saturday A2

DREAM CATCHERS BEN|

EFT -
Wlnm The Regular Boys ond Jeanne Mayle
o

the Dotroit North Amencan indian Cen-
ter, 22720 H&v\wm Rood (east of Tele-
aph Road), Detrot.

(313)535-2966

THE VERVE MPE

Ploys dunng “"Fourth Street™ dance night
at the Royd! Ook Music Theatre, 318 W.
Fourth, Royal Oak. (aitemopop)

(810) 546-7610

BUGS BEDDOW BRIGADE

New Ploce, 22723 Michigon Ave., Dear-

bom.
(313)277-3035

RIZ PHAIR

St. Andrew's Hall, 431 €. Congress, De-
oI, (10¢k)

{313) 96 1-MELT

ROBERT NOLL

New Detrader, 655 Beaubien o1 Fort, De-
rgit. {blues)
{313) 963.3355

MARY MCOUIRE AKD JULIE KOVICH

Backseat Saloon, 3064 Orchard Loke -

Road, Keego Homor. (acoustic guitar
withflule/sax}
(810)682:1119

ROBB ROY

Li's, 2930 Jocob, Hamtramek, (rock)
(313) 8756555

LARRY MCCRAY

Sully's, 4756 Gieenfield Road, Deasbom.
1313) 846-1920

MUTUAL ADMIRATION SOCIETY

Pegasus In he Fishes, 3011 W. Grand
Blvg., Detroit. gozz)

1313) 875.7400

DETROIT BLUES BAND

Speakeasy, 31410 Ford Road, Garden
cnr (blues)

(313)325.7373

THE ALLIGATORS

Sports — A Bar and Gnil, 166
Mapie, Wyandatie. (blues}

(313) 285.5060

MIMI HARRIS AND THE SNAXES

Moby Dicks, 5452 Schoefer Road, Dear-
bom, (blues)

(313)581-3650

BLUE SUIT

Frocks, 7935 W. Moaple, Wast
Bloomfield, (blues)

(810) 624-7200 E
PAUL KELLER/CARY KOCHER QUARTEY
Bud of Paradise, 207 5. Ashley. Ann Af-

bor.
?.g;réplggjlegﬁsﬂ 3 "3‘ 662-8310
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Menu

EASTE@RUNCH

Radisson Plaza Hotel at Town Center

The Radisson Plaza invites you to their
Easter Brunch Buffet featuring a spectacular
parade of Easter favorites.

*Sliced Seasonal Frult Display
Assorted Sausages and Cheese Display
*Vegetable Crudite with Dill Dip
*Array of Spring Salads
Smoked Fish Display with Condiments
Cream Cheese and Bagels
Assorted Rolls & Pastries

Cheese Blintz, Three Berry Compote |
Belglan Waffles and Omelettes Extravaganza
Scrambled Eggs with Chives and Swiss Cheese
Bacon and Sausage
Carved Pitt Ham and Turkey Breast with Condiments
Baked Horseradish Crusted Salmon Fillets
*Becef Tlps and Pea Pod Stir Fry
Scalloped Potatoes Deshon Style
*Rutabagas and Carrots with Maple
*Denotes Inspired Cuisine

Brunch served from 10 a.m. (o 3 p.m. Reservations Suggested.
$18.95 plus tax and gratulty - Adults
$15.00 plus tax and gratuity - Senlor Cltlzens (55 and over!
§7.95 plus tax and gratuity - Children 16-121
Free sheltered parking for

Call 827-4000, ext. 6012 for Reservatlons.
Radisson Plaza Hotel

1500 Town Center » Southfleld, Michigan 43075
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