The Obscruver/ TIIURSDAY, Manch 31, 1994

- (F17A

POINTS OF VIEW

Reporter rises to the challenge of indoor rock

2
ik t le, th i "
¢ most people, there are times And although 1 now carry & heavier i
1 just feel like climbing the load with less youthful limbs, a fecling Hanging 3
walls, of accomplishment and the humility around: Re- )
And now, in Farmington at least, that comes when 1 finally couldn't porter Bill 1
there is a aporting goods atore where reach the next small ledge were still Coutant, i
the employees and customers under- there. d i
stand the feeling — literally. Wes, who demonstrated some tricks outfitte 3 for i:
That’s because at Benchmark, on of the trade as he cffortlessly swung up mountain I
Grand River just cast of downtown, the wall, then asked me if I'd like to try climbing, i
there isa lﬁ~font wall, made of & com- agoin, this time up to where the wall tries his H
' posite material, that duplicates steep juts out. hand on the H
| N . ’
' rock surfaces that challenge rock “Gotchal!™ his cxpression seemed to Bench k's +
climbers, A modest imitation, true, but | say. IEAMETAS |
it's enough of the real thing that you 1 was hooked on the idea and went artificial '
have to be careful or you'll be embar- up for a third time, But there came a rock.
rassed. point where I could go no further. My
Qbserver photographer Sharon LeM- | fingers, clutching hard, were giving way
ieux and 1 saw several climbers in the when Wes told me to reach up to the
hour or so that we spent in the store next ledge. I tried, but couldn't reach
recently. Sure, there are more than 30 far enough and ended up literally los-
canoes, there are tents and other camp- | ing my grip. The rope held and I was
ing gear, kayaks, fly fishing equipment | gently lowered to the mat — but not in ‘
and just about everything else anyone | defeat. '
interested in the great outdoors might With praper equipment, a partner i
like to try. you trust and some caution, rock i
But that wall is an attraction, and climbing can be safe. But, just like my i
challenge, that most sporting goods experience ot 17, there is a risk, i
stores don’t offer. Perhaps it's no greater than when we H
“Want to try it?” asked Wes get behind the wheel of a car. '
Karczynski, with a ook that said, “you “If you drive a certain way, driving is H
know you're gonna like it.” safe,” Wes snid. “But if you don't, it
And after the first rough attempt, can be very dangerous. it's the same for
complete with a safety rope and rock climbing.”
Karczynski, a climber for the post six Well, yes and no.
years, on the other end, the memory of Probably we take for granted our
a special feeling came back to me. safety when we drive even il we
Like most kids, cven in the relatively | shouldn't. Do rock climbers ever get so
flat Midwest, I'd found hills and recks | used to it that they take their safety for
to climb in my youth. In my 20s | did granted? Herd to say.
gome trekking in New Zealand. And “One of my bad habits is to call out
cven last summer, my wife, our 3-year- | ‘I'm falling' before I have to,” Wes !
old daughter and I climbed some im- said. N
pressive trails in Ircland, That's o conservatism that § could
But this reminded me more of a visit | live with, And at Benchmark, they'il
with frlends in British Columbio when | give you free classes and let you prac-
Twas 17, tice as much as you want before you
Near the Pacific coast, these Rocky attempt the real thing.
mountains were modest by most stand- The expertise varies considerably,
ards (in the 4,000-foot range), but they } from the two college students we saw
were treacherous enough where you who had just taken their first class two
had to be careful (during my visita lo- | weeks Lefore to climbers who, Wes
cal 15-year-old boy fell to his death). said, can climb up and down that wall .
When my friend Hans pointed the without even using their fect. - .
way, across a lone, not too broad, fallen Karczynski has climbed some of this '
tree as the only path across white-wa- | country's more famous sites, like Yo-
tor rapids to continue our trail, the semile, Yellowstone and the Grand .
thought occurred to me that one slip Tetons. But for most, he recommends -
could be fatal. something closer to home to start, R
But crossing proved to be both excit- And before I tackle E1 Capitan, per-
ing and satisfying. And that's the feel- | haps I'll toke a few lessons and climb : '
ing [ had climbing up the wall at the walls a few times — and enjoy the LR
Bcnchmnrk. re,_,”n!L SHAKON LEMIEUXISTAFF I'HO
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Chief justice fills us in - :
' H
. . . i
on doings of circuit court i arte |
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hope to share with you information about
QOakland Circuit Court — our accomplish-
) ments, our innovations, and the work that
we do, both qualitatively and quantitatively.

GUEST COLUMNIST

R
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*First, case filings. In 1992, the most recent | 8'x8" No Floor. Includes pie-cut “rb trusses,” shingles,

year for which I have statewide figures, each of
my collengues and 1 averaged 1,906 new cases.
‘The state average for circuit judges is 1,146. So
cach of us in Onkland County starts off with
760 more cases than the other circuit judges in
the state. Thot means that each of us must
dispose of 7' coses every day just to keep even,

" One of my newer collcagues was recently so
pleased to have disposed of seven cases inone
day — until I reminded him that seven disposi-
tions aimost kopt up with the number of new
cascs that were filed that day! It reminds me of
what the Red Queen said to Alice in “Through
the Looking Glass": “Here you must run twice
as fast as you possibly can just to stay where
you are,"

E Let me illustrate the magnitude of our case
Tilings from another perspective, According to
information from the state Court Administra-
tive Office, we would need 11 additional judges
to bring the Oakland Cireuit Court to parity
with the state's filing average. Congequently
even in this time of budget constraints, we con.
stder our recent request for two additional judg.
¢a to be quite modest and altogether justified.

| We also handlo more of the kinds of cases
that requite what I call substantial “judge
time.” Each of my collcagues and I average 390
new divorce cases per year compared to the
stato avorage of 260.

: Some among you may not be aware but the
circuit court aits aa an appellate coust for cases
appealed from lower courts and administrative

tos and tribunals tt hout the county.
Each Oakland Circuit judge averages 140
appeals from district courts, Probate Court, and
state administrative agencies, Compare this to
the state average of only 60 appen!s por judge.

* Qur goneral civil docket is aleo heavy, This
docket includes medical malpractico cases, con-
tract disputes, personal injury cases, cases aris-
ing from automobile accidenta and product lia-
bilities cases, just to name a few, Each Oakland
Circuit judge gots 360 civil cases on an average
while the other circuit judges in the state get
substantially less than half that number —
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| JUDGE HILDA GAGE

only 149,

‘The criminal cases consume the most judge
time. Each Oakland Circuit judge averages 625
new crimina)l cases per year, The statewide av-
crage is 288 new criminal cases per judge, Capi-
tal fclonies, those which carry a possible life
sentence, frequently go to trial, That's simply
the nature of these kinds of cases. Nine percent
of all capital cases in the entire state are han.
dled right here in Oakland Cotinty. Non-capital
felonies accaunt for 26 percent of the new cases
filed in this court.

‘We do get some assistance on our criminal
caseload from our “drugjudge.” This judge is
funded largely by a grant we were awarded
through the Office of Drug Control Policy. Fil.
teen percent of all felony cases filed in our court
are drug cases and almost without cxception
these are handled exclusively by our “drug
judge.”

Nevertheleas, our entire criminal caseload is
staggering. This court ranks first in the state for
jury verdicts per judge. We average 33 criminal
jury verdicts per judge per year compared to the
statewide average of 18, .

This is duc in part to legisiatively imposed
mandatory aontencing an apecified cases —
such as life sentences without parole on major
drug cases — as well as our prosecutor's no plea
bargain policy. Although the judiciary is a scpa-
rate branch of government, the decisions of the
other branches have a significant influence on
our workload.

Hilda Gage is chl'e[jum'c’e of the Oakland Cir-

cuit Court. This is part of a “State of the Court" *

address she gave recently to the Oakland County
Board of Commissioners, Next week, she will
cover the court’s advances and concerns.
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Build-It-Yourself
Garage Package

Textured Panel Siding Included in
Every Package!
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2x4 studs. 16" 9 0.C., 2x6 rafters and cross

ties, 1-3030 window, white pine trim, collar
ties, shingles, 2' overhang on front and 6°
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CANTON - Do-it Center -~
41900 Ford Road, Canton, Mi
313-981.5000

NA MANS HOME DESIGN CENTER:
41500 Ford Road, Canton, M}
Windowa & Doors 313.9014485
Bath Showroom 3139015800
Creative Floors 313981352 :

textured panel siding. All trim, plates and nalls,
Instaliation Avallable + Many Additional Sizes!
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