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Falcos reay to go the distance

FARMINGTON B

Pa— Pa—

The Far and North Far boys track’
teams are not loaded with athletes who have proved

> k . themselves in competition, but each does boast a
. - strong contingent of distance 3 ,
"Aca demlc awards BY DAN O’MEARA start to get back and be a real positive
STAFY WRITER force on the team,

hrea college athletes with Farmington Hills

. cannections have recelved all-academic

. honors,

« University of Michigan swlmmer Katie Knipper
(Mercy High School) and U-M gymnast Kelly Car-
fora, who attended Munster (Ind.) High, were

-named to the Big Ten All-Academic team. Both
families live in Farmington Hills.

Knipper is a soph. joring In
secience and arts, Carfora a senfor majoring in
movement science. Athletes must have a 3.0 carcer
grade-point average to be eligible for the all-aca-

.demic team,

Senior Becky Wiguist (Lathrup Village/Mercy
High), a member of the Ball State University
women's swim team, made the Mid-American
Conference All-Academic team.

‘Wiquist hos a 3.67 grade point in elementary
education and is a member of the Gold Key and
Blue Key national honor socicties.

“From the 3,200 down to the 400,
(all three arc) going to help us.
They're pretty versatile, By the end of
the year, if they're In good shape,
they’ll have o chance to do well in the
conference and regional meets.”

Other distance runners with poten-
tiol are juniors Phil Giovannini and
Mike Langdon, sophomore Matt
Trunk and lreshman Ryan Hassell.

‘The Falcons also lost Mike Robles
and Dan Mortinovski to graduation,
Robles scored in the long jump and
400 dash at the WLAA meet, and
Martinovski was among the best 110-
meter hurdlers,

Jackson is the top returning long
jumper and could help in the high
jump, but he can compete in only so
many events.

Farmington has a quality thrower
in junior Corey Minous, who threw
the shat 47 feet ond the discus t32-
11, Senior Adam Jenoval will be a
nice complement to Minous.

“Corey works hard and with anoth-
er year of experience and maturity
he'll do real a nice job this yeor,
Bridges said, “We've got sume hig
kids, but they're inexperienced and
we don’t know what they can do.”

Junior Steve Scanie and sopha.
more Matt Niskanen are the leading
hurdles proapects, particularly in the
300 intermediates.

The Falcons are looking for some-
one to emerge in the sprints, vepecial-
ly since Nigel Whitt, who was second.
team all-area in the 100 dash, is no
longer in school. .

The top returning sprinters are
Jjunior Jeremy Biddle, who hos a best
of 114 in the 100, ond junfor Sean

Farmington High's success in boys
track last year could be attributed in
large part to a quality group of dis-
tance runners. .

The Falcons, who recaptured some
of their past glory by winning a share
of the Lakes Division dual.meet title,
will rely heavily on that part of their
team again,

‘The top distance runner of a year
ogo, Dave Clinard, now competes for
Erskine College in South Carolina.
He was the Western Lakes Activitics
Asaociation champion in the 1,600-
meter run and was all-aren in that
event.

But Farmington returns seniors
Kevin Afflerbough, Jason Jackson
and Tom May. All three were on the
state-qualifying 3,200 relay team with
Clinard,

“Clinard was a sub-2:00 guy,” first-
year coach and Farmington alum
Chip Bridges sald. “That means the
other three have to improve, and we
have to find someone else to step in
and run at least 2:05. But nobody else
returning who has run clese to that.”

AMerbough was all-area in cross
country and wag second in the 3,200
run at the WLAA track meet. Moy
tied for fifth place in the 800, and
Jackson ran cross country for the first
time and should benefit from that ex-
perience,

Afflerbaugh and Jackson nlso were
members of Farmington's district
championship basketboll team and
begin their third sport without a
break,

“Jason and Kevin were sore and
tired when they come out,” Bridges
said. “It's going to take awhile for
them to get strong again.
by the midpoint of the season, they'll

National soccer champs

ardar III Soceer Club's under-17 boys teom
. won the national indoor championship for
: under-19 teams in Atlanta March 13, The
team cleimed the under-17 autdoor national title
in 1993,

Vardar I11 rallied from behind in the fourth
quarter and eventually beat Cleveland United ina
shootout in the championship game.

‘Team members Dan Savich and Brian Collier
were named to the national all-star team, The rest
of the squad conglsts of Jeremy Aldrich, Jeff Ba-
Linski, Dan Brody, Mo El-Mohammed, Jeff Fliss,
Jeremy Harkins, Jazon Howard, Mike Kley, Jus-
tin Marshall, Brandon Moggio, Steve Tramontin,
Bryan Turpin, Matt Wait, Jim Weber and coach
Mike Lupencc,

Two other Vardar units competed in Atlanta,
‘The under-16 boys lost in the semifinals to a tenm
I‘;::‘n‘l! Ontario. The under-14 boys team placed
third.

JOItN STORMZAND/STAFF PIIOTOGRAPHEH

Senlor leader: Kevin Afflerbaugh is one of the top 3,200-meter
runners in the area for Farmington High.
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Here’s line on Farmington:
veteran mids, solid defense

By DAN O'MEARA
- BTAFF WRITER

The conventional wisdom says
defense wins championships.

While first.year coach Robert

- Neff isn't predicting a title for the

Farmington girls soccer team, he
- has no doubt the Falcons will be
good defensively.

That should bode well for
Farmington, which finished 3.8-1
and was sixth in the Western
Lakes Activities Assoclation with
a3-G-1 record.

“We're certainly looking for- *

ward to a good year,” said Neff,
51, “I doubt enybedy will come in
.and mop up the field with us. If
we play the game we've been prac-
ticing, we should be campetitive.”
. Neff, who replaces Cathy Kons-
‘man, was a varsity assistant at
. Northville lost year and the JV
:conch before that. Ho has been a
head coach in the premier and
travel leagues for 15 years with a
winning percentage of ,780,

Neff was undecided about the
forward positions carlier this
week, but the midfield and de-

Madonna begins new

By Cnnts McCosky
BTAFF WRITER
Starting a college soccer pro-
gram from scratch is hard enough,
But throw in a potential lan.
guage and cultural barrfer be.
tween the conch and players, and
you begin to understand the im-
mensity of the challengo faclng
Robert Mazur and the fledgling
Madonna University men's soccer

program.

“ It in very difficult, especially
sinco I am not fluent in speaking
English,” sald Mazur, 35, who
came to America from his native
Poland three yeara ago equipped

. with three languages: Polish, Ger-

man and French. “It’s not been.

casy to organize everything, but 1
';hll,nk 1 can’'do it and do & good
ob;"”

.Meadonna dectded to add men's
soccer (o {ts athletic repertoire in
January and hired Mazur, a for
mer professlonal soccer player in
‘Europe who continues to coach

i y-

n SOCCER

sald.
The Falcans have o veteran
11 in junior Jessica Gui-

fense are stocked with experie
enced players.

The Falcons lost Michelle
Lorenz, the leading scorer with 10
gonls and one assist, to gradua-
tion, but they return sentor Kris-
sy Mahon at center-halfback and
Junior Jamie Pawloski and senior
Maggie Frump on the outside,
Mahon scored three goals and all
three hed two assists each.

“I think all three are going to be
very strong in the midfield,” Nefl
said. “Teams try to control a cer-
tain portion of the field that
serves as strength, and I look for
them to control the midfield.”

‘The three defensive starters
witl be juniors Corrie Kempel and
Beth Chambers at fullback and
Erin Kenny at sweeper. The
stopper could be either freshman
Denise Lauhoff or sophomore Eri-
ca Gwynn, who played on the JV.

“Depending on how we do this
yeor, we should have strength
coming back next year, too,” Nefl

[ SOCCER

the boys and gitle programs at
Milford High School.

The Medonna team will begin
peacticing the last week of May
and wili play its inougural season
next September, The team will
use Ladywood's field.

Mazur has been scrambling to
fill out a scheduls, a task made
difficult by the fact that Medonna
will entar NAIA competition as
an indepondent, unaffiliated with
any league or district,

“It has been hard to find teama
with open dates,” Mazur said,
“So far, we have only eight
games.”

The problem of finding players,
happily, haa been less difficult,

“I have aent letters to many,
many high schools,” Mazur said.
“So far, I have gotton anawera
from 40 players, A lot of kids want
to play at Madonna,” .

bord, who made 114 saves, al-
lowed 24 goals and had three
shutouts.

“She was outstanding last year,
and I expect her to be again this
year,” Nefl said. ¥She’s been very
well-taught and is fundamentally
all there, which is terrific because
in high school you don't have a lot
of time to drill fundamentals.”

The forward possibilities in-
clude seniors Laura McWilliam,
Eunia Lee and Amanda Lach.
mann, junior Kerl Lowry, sopho-
more Denise Lauric and freshmen
‘Tiffany Okopney, Amanda Porter
and Jodie Guibord.

“I know what it takes to be an
offensive team in this lesgue,”
Neff said. *I guess I don't fecl like
a powerhouse offensively, but if
we harness the teamwark . we
should be able to play with any-
body in the league.”

Farmington begins the scason
Wednesdoy, April 13, at Walled
Lake Central.

program

There have alzo been open
tryout invitations posted through-
out the compus, But Mazur won't
have a clue as to the lovel of tal.
ent, or even the names, of the
players he'll be atarting with until
Moy,

“We will have to work very hard
to be on the same level as most
college teams,” he sald. “Wo will
bo mostly freshmen, and it is a
very hard adjustment from high
school to college. But that doesn’t
mean wo have to loso oll our
games. We just -have to work
hard.”

Mazur said that Madonna Uni-
veraity, located in the middle of
one the beat high school soccer re-
gions In the Mid: shouldn't

OVER 200 |
EXHIBITS

4pm-10pm

5

4

iBavarian Village:
GOLF GIFT CLRIIICATE
Q Indoor Manufacturer’s Demo

O Daily Fashion Shows AUREUS

QO Top Golf Courses & Resorts

m] ré'omputer Simulated Golf

Q Sign up for some great events
Celetrity Ocit Seried, Orp £ & R 2 Roch & ol 0ot Tow:
Colf Cumsic & Detroks Ncws! Outg for W Oy,

Q

Children 6 & Under
FREE

W Tickets Avaliabie Al
The Palace Bax Offics
e gy samrry,

rfa OR BY PHONE
(810) €845.6666

APRIL 2ND

Wednesday * Thursdaye Friday * Saturday
4pm-10pm~ 2pm-10pm

10am-6p
Al Pa v 3505 UL I Rece e A
OFF Green Fees
a1 Boyne USA Resoris
Seminars on Women's Golf

Q Tournament Row

Q
a

10968, Opwn, Ford Sarace Pleyar Churnponetsy, Bk O,
LPOA. Oxsmonte Caste, U8 Wameds Open mdmara |
Free Golf Lessons
mnpmgm-vnmmmm
Long Drive » Closest to thé Pin
Baacw

TOPAFLITE Punting Contest

ATest O Nacvea .. Make oo Conmache LS A | Association With
Win A Two-bal Pack Of TORFUTE Magna Gait Bats

. NETROTIMES

have trouble ting talonted
players onco the program |- estab.
liahed. :

“There are a lot of great playara
in this area,” he sald. I am, what
do you say, optlm!al!c":\ .
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