Farmingten Dbserver

L — —— -
* KeELY WyGONIK, Eorron INSIDE:
i B53-2108 .
: . Movies
5 ENTERTAINMENT
85F) THURSDAY, MARCH 31, 1994,
ON THE MARQUEE

Keewy Wyconik

Musicians gather
for classical reunion

usgical colleagues Debra Foyroian, Patricin

McCarty and Maria Meirelles are getting

together for a “Clasaical Reunion,” 8 p.m.
Friday, April 1, at the Detroit Chamber Winds
Nightnotes Series concert at Hagopian World of
Rugs in Birmingham. Refreshments served 8 p.m.,,
followed by concert ot 8:30 p.m. Admission is $12,
Call {810) 362-2622 for reservations,

The trio will be joined by violiniat Jennifer Ross

in a concert featuring the Brahms “Piane Quar-
tet," op. 21, Fayroian is a cellist in the Detroit
Symphony Orchestra and and artistic director of
the Nightnotes Series. McCarthy is a concert vio-
{iniat, Mcirelles, a pianist, has performed through-
out the western hemisphere. Rnn hna been a vio-
Iiniat with the Clncl i lu Symph
ny orchestras, and s currently concertmaster of
the Vermont Symplmny
M Speaking of reunions, Danicl Cooney of West-
land is returning to the Fisher Theatre in Detroit
with the cast of “Evita,” April 12.17. Cooney is
outstanding in his role as Che. Donna Marie As.
bury reprises her depiction of Eva Peron, which
wowed Fisher Theatre nudiences in September.
David Brummel plays Peron. Tickets are now on
sale, call (810) 645.6666 or (313) 872-1000. Don’t
miss & second chance to see Cooney in this An-
drew Lloyd Webber hit musical,
W Cranbrook Music Guild continues its 42nd sea-
son 8 p.m. Tuesday, April 5 with a homecoming
concert by the Lafayette String Quartet in the li-
brary of Cranbrook House, Call (810) 751-2435 for
ticket information,

Quunct in Residence at the University of Victo-
ria in British Columbia, the Lafoyette String
Quartet was previously in residence at the Center
for Creative Studies — Institute of Music and
Dance in Detroit, and Oakland U ity in Ro-

It’s been a long
wintor, Get on over
to the Village Play-
ers Theatro in Bir-
mingham, ait back,
relax, and welcome
spring with o fow
laugha. You'll feel
much better after
taking in a per-
formance of the
contemporary com-
“Alone To-

VICTORIA
DIAZ edy,
gether,”

ON JTACE

*Alone Together*

*Theater: Village Playors, 752
Chostnut Slreet, comer of Hunter
Boulevard, south of Maple Road,
Birmingham,

*Curtaln time: 8 p.m. Frlday and
Saturday, Ap 12,

Tickets: Adults $10, students $8.
Call 644-2075.

if you have kids, und uumetlmes be.
lieve that thelr maln calling In life Is
to make you crazy.

The play, directed by Maureen
Cook, goes something lke this: Mid-
dle-aged, middle-class Colifornians
George and Helene Butler have been
married over 30 years. They've spent
much of that time raising three
sons, the first of which made his ap-
pearance sbout nine months after
thelr wedding day,

As “Alone ’l‘ugnther" opens, their
youngest son, Keith, is finnlly out
the door and off to college. Now,
Mom and Dad {(though they admit.
tedly have mixed feelings about his
departure) can look forward to tak-
ing that trip lhey 've always dreamed
of, have that wine-and-candlelight
dinner they've been waiting for all
these years, or make out in front of
the fireplace if they feel like it.

Yeah, sure they can.

Just as they're about to get down
to seme serious romance, their old-
est son, Michael, shows up with
some big problems. Among these

problems i the unbearabie (fo him)
winter weather in Massachusetts,

Kids won’t leave parents alone in comedy}

where he’s just quit his hing job

ot MIT. (“We didn’t raise a son, We
raised a citrus fruit,” laments his
mother.}

Hot on his heels, younger brother,
Elliott, returns, too, Scems he's
been rejected by his wife in Texas
for a persistently wandering cye, and
has come home to hang his ten-gal-
lon hat, Recidivism refgms and, be-
fore it's over, the Butlers not only
have grown sons returning home
like Dboomerangs (the youngest
comes back, toe — he hos a
toothache), they also acquire a
“daughter” who's seeking ahelter.

A Helenc, Susie Gardiner gets off
to a rather lackluster start, deliver.
ing her lines as if she were slightly
tired or maybe even a little bored.
As things move on, however, she
manages to get into the zany spirit
of the play, and to imbue her role
with a nice mix of gladness, sadness,
razor's-edge madness, She has won.
derfully expressive eyes, and some

Family drama: Ron Hall as Michael (left), Terry Frier

{George) and Susie Gardiner (Helene) argue after Mi-
chael informs them that he has dropped out of cn!lege, in
a scene from the Village Players’ “Alone Together.”

of hev best moments come when she
says nhothing, but! simply reacts
wordlessly to the confusion around

er. S

As the long-suffering father,
George, Terry Freier pretty much
follows her lead. He, too, seems to
have trouble getting started right.
But once she's on her woy, he man-
ages to keep up well, although one
keeps wishing he'd appear just a bit
more energetic in his futherly ex-
asperation,

Ron Hall (Michael), Y, Jamic”
Mistry (Elliott), and Ryan Martin
{Keith) turn in nice performances as
the three grown sons who helieve
there's no place like the house they

tgrewup in,

DEANISTAFF PIRITOGHARIER

It mosquitees could talk, they
would sound like Susan Potok's
Janie Johnson, In a comparatively
brief role, Putok definitely makes
her mark as the Butler's scantily.
clag “star boarder.”

With the exception of a few regret-
table sound effects, the Village
Players of Birmingham eppear to
have given close -mnthm to periph-
crals, The attractive “Californin .
C * set odds liveli
to the |1ruducliun

Victoria Diaz is a Livonia-based
freclancer, who specializes in arts
and entertainment articles in the
metro area.

Dramatic stage design
sets scene for drama

BY SANDHA DALKA-PRYSBY
SPECIAL WRITRI

h wasn 't going to be junt another
1

chester.

sts Ann Elliott-Goldschmid and Sharon
Stanis, violinist Joanna Hood, and cellist Pamela
nghlnugh formed the quartet in 1984 when they
came to Detroit as bers of the R

set, And it dc(‘nltcly
wasn't the usual technical require-
ments. That's what Timothy Hughes
and Lucy Meyo discavered when they
signed up to work on thc Royal Ook
‘s of “Jesus

City Chamber Ensemble. They have won numer-
ous prizes and international recognition, Tues-
duy 's program will open with the Mozart Quartet
in D Major, K. 499, and close with the C Major
“Rmﬁumnvaky" Quartet, op. 59, no. 3 of Beetho-

l Am Poctica Chamber Orchestra, an ensemble of
professional musicians from the United States

Sce MARQUEE, next page
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What to watch for in Entertainment next week:

I Whnt '3 new at the movies, .
ing plays and ris in your

ly.

Christ Superstar.”

“1 wanted to do something quite
different, something really dramatic,
in terms of set design,” said Hughes
of Rochester, “Luckily, the director
allowed me to create the usual set
that has lots of different levels and
platforms, some of which are sloping.
In addition, the focus of the set is a
crawn of thorns that is nine feet in
diameter.”

While Hughes was designing the
set, technical director Lucy Meyo of
Southficld was busy trying to figure
out how to “hang" two of the actora in
the play. “This is the izt time I have
had to *hang' anyone, so I went to a

ON ZTA¢E

“Josus Christ Superstar™

“Theater: Royal Oak Stagecratters,
415 South Latayetia Avenue.

“ Curtaln time: 8 p.m, Thursday
March 31 and April 7, and weeks
ends lhrwgh Apeil 17, Sunday show

*ﬂckols. nga from $10 to $12,
Call {810) 541-6420,

actor playing Judaes, who *hangs® him-
self after he beteays Jesus, This type
of harness balances the body at the
shoulders so it helps create a realia.
tic-looking *hanging by the neck.' We
are using a moutaineer’s hamess,
worn backwards, to hang Jesus on the
cross, This harness puts the body
weight on the waist.”

Although she has been a member of
Stagecrafters for just one year, Meyo
has worked backstage on more than

theater productk

wilderness store for " she
sald.
“I decided that a harness used by a
sky ivers would be auitable for the
\

100

primarily in Cleveland where this

computer programmer formerly lived,
“I' have no desire to perform on

Super set:
Timothy
Hughes of

* Rochester
developed
this set for
Royal Cak
Stage-
crafter's pro-
duction of
Andrew
Lloyd
Webber's -
“Jesus
Christ Su-
perstar.”

e

stage,” she said. “I am very hoppy
working on the technical require-
ments such as lighting, props and
carpentry.”

Hughes said that although he had
one “walk on" part in a play, he, too,
likes working on the sets, “I have de-

signed more than 12 sets since [
juined the Stagecrafters nine years
ago,” he said, “I am fortunate be..
couse 1 am able to be creative and,
move away from more traditional set
designs,” said the chemical technt;.
cian,
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CELEBRATE EASTER WITH US!

Roast Turkey
or Honey Baked Ham
win’x all tf:c trimniings

CHILDREN

OPEN SUNDAY | PM-8 PM
REGULAR MENU ALSO AVAILABLE
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