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Womencenter

is an anchor

omen helping women . . . Louise came to

the doors of the Womencentcr scveral

times. She always stopped at the doors,
peering in, then quickly turned and left, One day
she walked tentatively through the doors and for a
bricf moment stood close to them inside the room,
Stowly, but with determination, Louise stepped far-
ther and farther into the Womencenter. When she fi-
nally sat at the big table in the middle of the room,
she had clearly accomplished a personal goal, She
spoke very little, and when she did her voice was
barely audible. As she returned time and again her
voice became louder and stronger.

The Womencenter at the Orchard Ridge
Campus of Oakland Community College is always
a welcome place for women to sit and talk,

In a society that has not traditionnlly listened to
or valued women's voices, we at the Womencenter
listen and we encournge women to overcome the
appression of their silence. We hear many voices -
sad, joyous, conflicted, resolved.

The Womencenter originally formed and contin-
ues to exist and grow because of the multiple needs
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in stitches: Karen McDermott of Garden City (right) and Bonnie Bentley of Farmington meet half way, so to speak, by open-

of women on the campus and in the community,
Women are an isolated and divided group in soci-
cly. We arc isolated in familics and divided by eco-
nomic stratas, by color and minority status and by

age.

Individually and alone, the voice of woman is
mute. Collectively, the voices of women gain audi.
bility and audicnce, On campus, the Womencenter
has been o place where women come to express
their interest, to shore their ideas and to find sup-
port in their daily struggles against the conse-
quences of class, color, age, sexunl orientation and
gender discrimination,

Although our services are designed primarily to

~~nddress the'concerna of women, many of our ser-

vices are open and available to ali members of the
campus and community.

Women helping women . . . Susan has di-
vorced, She has lingering doubts; she doesn't fecl
settled, she wants to talk about feclings. She reads
about the Divorce Support Group at the ’
Womencenter. With other women, she can express
her feelings, gain information, discuss common ige
sues, share and learn from other women's experi-
ences. Now, Susan knows she has options and the
resources to exercise then,

‘The Womencenter offers a variety of supportive
groups led by both professionals and peers, Through
the years, the Womencenter has developed a varied
and comprehensive referral system for attorneys,
domestic violence shelters and services, career and
education services, access to counselors and thera-
pists and many other services. .

Ve also affer support groups; seminars and
workshops on a wide range of subjects concerning
women; n dentinl peer i
service; and a monthly legal clinic. Onee a year, we
sponsor a dynamic women's art show entitled

Y dny, Today and T Women in Art.”
With the Women's Resource Center and Henlth
Service at Schooleraft College, we hold an annual
informative women's health conference entitled “A.
Cnll to Wholeness: A Women's Health Agenda for
the '80s,”

Women helping women . . . Millic returned to
school after her children were older, She took cours-
es at Oakland Community College toward her goat
of teaching. The Womencenter beecame her refuge - a
place to relax between classes, a place for emotional
support and when she became il the Womencenter
became one of her lifelines. Afier Millic's death, the
Womencenier was remembered by her family and
friends au a source of inspiration and support.

The Womencenter was birthed 21 years ago to
meet the needs of women on the campus and in the
community. Women students, faculty and stalf
came together to celebrate International Women's
Day. The success of that erganizing spurred a de-
sire to build o permanent, visible center. The
Womencenter’s purpose isn't to tell women what to
do, We help women by giving information on op-
tions and al ives and then by i
women to decide what feels appropriate and com-
fortable,

Our stafl at the Womencenter consists of Patti
Briggs, director ns well as ncadomic counselor at
the college, and myself, Arlene Fronk, program co-
ordinator. We also have college interns from area
colleges and universities, work-study students, and
soveral priceless volunteers, Wo work closely with

" the Carcer and Tranafer Center on the campus, ofs

. ten directing women with carcer Jasucs, or wemen
who are beginning or continuing their educational
pursuits,

A and therapists refer
- clienta to us to use our sorvices and groups.
We are located in J building, Room 808 on the
QOrchard Ridge Campus and nre open 8 a.m. to 4
. p.m, Monday through Thursday, Our phone num-
: ber is 471.7602. We welcome your participation.
Add your voice to our many-hued and life-textu: ed
tapestry of volces, '
We are women helping women.
Ariene Frank, Oakland Community College,
Orchard Ridge Campus, is Womencenter program
coordinator,

ing their custom bridal shop, Bonnie’s Bridal, in Livonia.

Pins and needles: A fitting job

By SUE MasoN
STAFF WRITER

Yau coutd say Bonnie Bentley is a
speed demon of sorts, Seated in
front of her Singer sewing machine,
its clickety-clack sounds more like a
roar aa the needle dances across a
piece of white satin, destined to be
the collar of a pink bridesmaid's
dress,
All done? Bam. The needle atops
dend in its tracks, .

This isn’t your average portable
home sewing machine, and Bentley
i{sn’t your average senmstress, Hers
is a commercial machine she uses to
ply her trade - custom dress designs
- at Bonnie's Bridal in Livonia.
Partner Karen McDermott prefers
the Singer home sewing machine.

“P've been dreaming about this for
a long time,” Bentley said of the new
shop. “I worked at home for 10 years
and took up almost half of my home
with a sewing room, fitting and
changing rooms, My husband is so
glad I'm out.”

“I gave up a lucrative career (do-
ing direct snles) to work with

Bonnie Bentley and Karen McDermott have lives
filled with pins and needles, The reason being
their ability to create custom clothing for wed-
dings, proms, costume parties and the like.

Bonnie,” McDermott said with a
chuckle,

They opened the shop in the
Village Fashion Mall on Merriman
north of Seven Mile in mid-
December and being one of the few
shops in the area that does custom
work, they've been busy ever since.

The two women decided to tackle
a shop of their own when they “got
wind” that the owner of a bridal
shop in the mall was retiring, They

Bentley started working out of her
home, with McDermott working for
her for six years.

Bentley’s interest in sewing dates
back te high school. In foct she cred-
its her sewing tcacher Darlene
Marohnic at Livonia Churchill High
School with inspiring her to become
a professional dressmnker. After
winning the Hudson's Teen Sewing
Contest and attending Eastern
Michigan University, Bentley went
on to perfect her skills working at
bridal shops and out of her home.

McDermott's inspiration was clos-
er to home her mother. A
seamstress, McDermott recalls her
mother was always sewing at home.
She learned a lot, so much so, that

h clse she necded she picked

inquired into p the busi-
ness but eventunlly decided to wait
until that shop had closed before
opening their own business. -~

“We learned a lot about business
in three days,” McDermott said. “We
had to make a lot of decisfons, and I
don't think we made a bad one.™

Working relationship
McDermott, n Garden City resi-
dent, firat met Bentley, who lives in
Farmington, when she worked at a
brida! shop with Bentley's mother.
The two women met, and Bentley
ended up working for McDermatt for
awhile. Their roles reversed when

up during ‘her first year of high
school. After that, she “actually
taught” the freshman sewing class
her junior and senior years,

“I also (later) had three children,
and I learned that sewing at home
was very economical,” McDermott
said, “And when peaple heard I liked
sewing at home, like the manager of
a store, I started doing all kinds of
sewing at home,”

Their work can been scen in
every corner of the 1,700-aquare foot
shop - a wedding dress encrusted
with cryatal beadwork, & white cow-
boy hat decorated with ribbons,

Mowers and silver studs for a west-
ern theme wedding and four pastel-
colared halter dresses destined for a
cruise ship wedding.

And then there are the prom
dresses.

“The prom girls are fun,” said
MecDermott working on the cowboy
hat. "They get carried away then
have to ask their Mom if they can
wear it. Then the Mom comes in and
redesigns it."

Scissor magic

Bentley makes her own patterns
for the custom clothing. Sometimes,
her clients bring in photographs of
dresses, wanting the top fram one
and the bottom from the other, She
also provides silhouettes so they can
draw whnt they would like the dress
to look,

“Sometimes, I just cut right on
the material; other times I make a
paper pattern, if I think it's some-
thing that will stay in style for
awhile, " she said. “I think with our
business, people are surprised that
custom-made is no more expensive
than rendy-to-wear.”

1t takes the duo about an hour to
cut out and assemble a brideamaid’s
dress for fitting, That’s without a
zipper and buttons and the finishing

Sce PINS, 2C

Students host lunch to feed the hungry

BY DIANE GALE
STAFF WRITER

Students Against Hunger, a group
from the Enrichment Center at
Oankland Community College’s
Orchard Ridge campus, gave away
empty bowls recently as a reminder
that some people have nothing to eat,

The students hosted a brend and
soup luncheon recently and invited
guests to keop the coramic bowl, do-
nated by OCC art students.

“When you tako the bowl back
home and when you sce it, it re-
minds you that somcone’s bowl is al-

ways empty,” according to Joan
Kusak, of the Enrichment Center.

The soup and brend was provided
by OCC culinary arts students, The
bowls wera gone in one hour, Other
guests, however, made their dona-
tion and settled for soup in plaatic
bowla, The luncheon earned $460,
Kusak snid,

The money will be used to help
feed hungry people in Detroit,

Students and community velun-
teers mecet the firat Saturdny of the
month at 8 a.m. in the faculty park-
ing lot and go to St. higo’s Soup

Kitchen on Grand River at 14th
Street in southwest Detroit, They
prepare menls for 100 to 200 people.
Volunteers have been going to the
aoup kitchen for five years.
“Everytime we ask the communi-
ty to help we get an averwhelming
5esponsn." nccurd_ing to Roger

o
Hunger member.

Pat Eastwood of Farmington
joined her daughter, Ann Tueroa of
Farmi; Hills, at the lunch
Eastwood, an active voluntcer, was
considering taking part in the St.

Leo's Soup Kitchen program,

Daniel Rowlson, OCC chef in.
structor made the cream of broccoli
soup and Chris Galli, OCC baking
instructor made the anadama, five
grain, bread.

“We don't try to solve the world'’s
problems,” Kusak said. “We just try to
bring some smiles on peoples’ faces,”

Some of the OCC student volun-
teers included Amy Enrights,
Eugenia Ballard and Silvin Rankin,

For more information on volun-
teering at the St. Leo's Soup Kitehen
call 471-7593.

Modest volunteer comforts afflicted

BY DIANE GALE

STArF WiUTRR This I8 the 10th year Spehar will be donatinga |
AT quilt to be raffled for the Gueat House. Spehar, o
Victoria Spehar doesn't like to draw 1 Farmi ident, said it is

that

to tho painstaking work that goes into handmado
quilts she donates to various organizations. But
that doesn't stop her frionds from talking.

“She’s o dedicated person,” said Angie GifTels,
who volunteors with Spehar in the ICON DEI
guild, which supporta Guest Housa for recovoring
alcoholic pricata, . y

“She's a modest and humble person and she's
very giving,” Giffels said. “She does very nice
things in 0 quict way.” |

priosta receive such bad publicity.

“But gvaryone has problems,” she said. “And
this program is successful in rehabilitating a
large percentago of priests who return to thoir

,parishea,”

While her admired work has adorned homes of *

étl{?nxem. Spehar has never mado a quilt for hor
aolf, Voo . .

“But, I don't need it,” she said. “I havo what 1
need on my bed.” .

She spends hundrods of houra stitching the
pleces of material together to make various
styles, such os the wedding ring, maple leaf and
sampler. co

“Hor quilts each year are more beautiful than
the provious year and it would be an honor to win
one,” Giffels enid, “She puta o lot of love into 1t.* -

Spohnr, who taught horself how to quilt, anid
the sowing talent may have come from hor moth.

- or who was a dresamaker., At one time, in fact,

Spehar found time to make her own clothes, ..
‘See VOLUNTIER, 2C

[ A—




