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Home tour features treasured antiques

ByMARY Kremic

STArY WArTKR

Sylvie  Sullivan has always
liked antiqucs, she sald.

An interior designer, Sullivan
says o room can be designed
around an antique (“I think that
it's a wonderful blend,” she said).
As chalrwoman of the *“Turandot”
opening night gala for the Michi.
gan Opera Theatro, sho selected
the historic Wayne County Court
House aa the site for the April 23
event. And her Bloomfield Hilla
homo 18 one of four residences on
an antiques collection tour a8 a
special feature of the Birmingham
Antiques Festlval,

“I think it's just a wondorful
iation of craft, '
and destgn of carly years,” Sullls
van said, explaining her love of
antiques. *I just appreciate it.”
The tour will take place 2-6
p.m. Tuesday, April 6, Maps will
be provided. Tickets, $30, can be
ordered by mail. Send a check
{made out to The Community
House) to The Community
House, Attention: Special Eveonts,
380 S. Bates, Birmingham 48009,
Tickets can also bo ordered by
phone with MasterCard or Visa.
Call the special eventa depart-
ment at The Community House,
(810) 644.5832, between 8:30 a.m.
and 5 p.m. Monday-Friday. Tick-
ot supply is limited,
_ The houscs on the tour are in

i
Hills, Docents will be in each
home to point out the special fea.
tures of the antiques. A tea will be
given for all tour guests in a land-
mark Bloomfield Village home
owned by John and Mary Lane-

sky.
Mary and her partner David
Sikkeleo make up the Signatures,

a two-person entertainment group
that has entertained at privato
corporate partics across the Unit-
ed States a8 well as at popular lo-
catlons throughout the Detrolt
arca, They have performed at the
Masters Tournament in Auguata,
at the Indy 600 and for Governor
John Engler, end were tho backup
group for Randy Travis at a bene-
fit performance for Secred Heart
Academy.

Many of Sullivan's antiques are
Oriental. Sho ond her husband
lived in Asla (Jopan, China, In-
donesla, Thailand, Korea, the
Philippines and Malaysia) end
Australia,

Ono of her favorite picces is an
early 18th century Chippendalo
cabinet from China. The plece

Omate: This European
piece in Sylvia Sullivan’s
home features ornate de-
signs and open sides. Sulli-
van’s residence is one of
those featured on a tour of
antique collections Tues-
day as part of the Birming-
ham Antiques Festival.,

features liltle secret compart-
monts, gold leaf and tranquil na-
turo acenes on the inside of the
doora. Ono of the items in the cc.
lectic arrangement on top of it s
an antiquo Oriental birdeage.

Elsowhera in the homo I8 an
carly 18th century wall hanging
from Jopan. Tho delicate pattern
fncludes imogery of the four sea-
8sons.

An eatly 19th century, Chinese,
wood and lacquer screen, reaching
from floor to ceiling, has carved
figures and Oriental symbols. It is
reversible: one side has winter im-
ages, the ather spring images,

European bureau hos open
sides and a marblo top, An ommate
pattern adorns the borders.

The Birmingham Antiques
Festival, taking place at The
Community House, opens Thurs-
day, April 7, with a preview party
and runs through Sunday, April
10, Admission to the show s $5,
Forty dealers from 11 states will
display their antiques. Hours are
10 a.m, to 8 p.m. April 8, 10 a.m.
to 7 p.m. April 9 and noon to &

K pam, April 10,

A garden shoppe with garden

R accessories and gift items will be

open during show hours on the
lower level of The Community
House. Also open on the lower
tevel during show houra will be
the Bates Strect Cafe, which will
serve light meals.

Admission to the preview party
is $50 for benefactors end $30 for
sponsora, The party begins at 6
p.m, for benefactors and 7 p.m. for
sponsors, A silent auction featur-
ing items from participating deal-
ers will take place during the pre-

view,
Lectures are scheduled for
April 8-10; tickets are $12 per loc-
ture and Include rofrcshments
and e general admission ticket to
the festival for the same day. For
more information, call The Com-
munity House.

Amoritech and WWJ News Ra-
dio 950 are general sponsors of the
festival.

Fond of antiques: Sylvia
Sullivan of Bloomfield
Hills stands by a wood and
lacquer antique screen
from China. The piece fea-
tures carvings of images
and symbols and is reversi-
ble, showing winter on one
side and spring on the
other.
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SOMETHING EXTRA:

Art investing can be thrilling without the terror

By Many KLEmic
STAF? WRITER

To someone who is thinking of
investing in art for the firat time,
the prospect might bring on the
thrills and terror of an Indiana
Jonea adventure,

Jones, the hero of “Raiders of
the Lost Ark,” faced such dangers
0s polsoned darts and giant boul-
ders as he acquired a valued work,
The would-bo art inveator might
fear issues concerning how to buy
art smart — what to look for, how
to deal with galleries, for example.

But juat as Jones' handy equip-
ment and knowledge helped him
win Ais prize, a combination of
prgparation end directness can
hélp someone Invest in art.

Art Is a tangiblo item that ap.
preci with time, i t
expert Richard Rush once sald,

‘The appreciation “provides not
only a real reason for investing in
art, but at the same time a splen-
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did excuse for & person to buy
what he wants,” he sald.

Reasons to invest
“Truly, art is for everyone,”
seid Albert Scagli id

:mown, the risk of losing dollars is
ess,

“Apply good buasiness sense
principles toward that plece of
ort,”
Not everyone would recom.

and founder of Park West Gallery,
20469 Northwestern Highway in
Southficld.

People spend monoy to fumnish
their home. Such items as furnl-
ture devalue over a five- or 10-
year period to “almost nothing,”
Scaglione sald. Art, on the other
hend, can inerease in valus,

The cost for a work s often
dotermined by the status of the
artist and the open market de-
mand, Costs can fluctuate a great
deal amaong aimilar works of a sin-
gle artiet,

“It's pretty much like the stock
market,” sald Mark Doren, direc-
tor of Gallerie 454, 176 S, Wood-
ward in Birmingham, “Blue chip
stocks are proaperous and well

mend | ing In art,

“A lot of it Is luck,” said David
Klein of the O.K. Harris/David
Klein Gallery, 430 N, Woodward
in Birminghom,

He recommends buying art for
your pleasure rather than as an
investment,

“Just a level of quality. The
more you look, the more galleries
you go ta. . . eventually you (ely
on) yaur own decisions.”

Intimidation factor

How to find what nppesls to
you? Get exposed to art. Visit mu.
seums and gallerics and read pub-
1ications. You can focus your in-
terests on periods, styles or
schoela (such as the old masters,
impressionism or pop art), sub.
jects, media and region.

“The best thing you can do s
vislt the gallerles,” Scaglione
sald.

“Find what you like. Don't lot
us tell you what art §s."

Investigate

Only efter you know what art
appeals to you, start your fact.
finding. Investigate condition,
market value, authenticity and
importance, Sources include art-

about a particular work or artist,

“We act as a sieve,” Doren said.
“Wo're qualifying for our clien-
tele, Go and talk to the people in
the gollery. If you don't like (it) or
something doean’t secem right,
keep asking questions,

“Before they buy anything they
should ask, ‘If I don't want this
tomorrow, what can I get for 1t?’
‘That's a sobering question.”

The dealer ahould be able to
prove the answer to you.

Auction prices are good indica.
tors for cost appralsals of known
artists, Doren said. Auction
indexes for art are avallable at
many {lbraries. The artist’s blog-
mphy and some work's prove.
nance (which ia the history of

hin) are I to

Your own §

Don't be intimidated by art. ists, art histori cura- al
i tors, 1)! and know.
dealers, “Look at more of where (tho

an
sense can help guide you, Naver
buy art purely for investment, and
F':v“ buy something you don't
ike.

Galleties can provide art con-
sultants and a rescarch dopart-
ment to help eomeone find out

artist) has beon, what he hes
done, whers he has shown,”
Doren said.

“(The biography) is like a re-
sume. You'd want to see who they |
are”” .

Know your budget. Be realistic,
If o particular plece 8 too expon- "
give, look for something with sim-
llar characteristica that is more
affordable. Tell the dealer what .
you're looking for. :

In other centuries, art was ace:
quired by emperors and kings,:
churches and the weolthy, But-
economic, demogeaphic and cul::
tural trends came together in the
late 19708 to make buying art’
seen aa husiness sense, not pure
luxury, professionnl art adviser
Jelirey Deitch wrote In “Th
Busineas of Art.” :

‘These trends included the com..
ing of age of baby boomers and in-.:
flation panic, as people saw caah:
eroding in value and hurried t
put money into such tangible a
nets as art.
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