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Glass from ;Jage 1D

In“it from page 1D ..

Jon Kuhn, oxpanded presenta.
tions focuaing on 25 different art-
iats, now work by Mary Shaffer,
Kreg Kallengorger and Willlam
Morris; a major installation of
Chthuly, a wall similar to one
constructed for his DIA show last
year, with several pieces from his
Perslan series cascading down it.”

Gallery director John Lawson is
excited about tho new artists in
the international this year,

“We'll have an artist from
‘Taiwan that Dale Chihuly con-
nected us with, Loretta Yang who
works in Pate de Verre, Some of
the glass is bnscd on antiquity,
some of it's contemporary,” Lawe
son 8aid,

“In addition, the glass of Swe-
den will be included for the first
time this year. Bertil Vallien is
known for his sand cast and
blown glass boat forms, some of
which are up to 77 Inches long."”

On Thuraday, April 7, for the
first time in the history of the In-
ternationnl, the event will kick off
with a live auctlon featuring some
of the most aought after works of
the 1970s and 1980s. “Master.
works of Contemnporary Glass” at
7:30 p.m. places 125 historically
significant works Ly glass masters
Horvey Littleton, Dominick Labi-
no, Stanislav Libensky and
Chihuly on the block,

History
Up until the tumn of the ccnm'ry

tee. Famous houses like Tiffany
and Stouben (Iater bought by
Coming) employed teame of glass
blowers to create pieces of glass
art, primarily vessols. It wasn't
until 1962 when Littleton, father
of the contemporary glass move.
ment, joined with Labino and re.
tired glass blower Harvey Leafe
green to have a serlen of work.
shops behind the Toledo Museum
of Art that glasa began its journoy
from craft to fine art.

Until this time, due to the ex-
pensive equipment and high lovel
of akill required for glassmnking,
artists hadn’t serlously consid-
ered using glass as an art material
to work on an individual basis.

The glass blowing sessiona for-
ever changed the way the world
and artists viewed glass. Boforo
long artiats wero working with a
myrind of techniques including
slumping, fusing, casting, sand
blasting, laminating and lamp
working. They also began Incor-
porating other materials like
steel, wood, wire and found ob-
Jects,

Distinguished works

“This 1s the largest auction of
contemporary studio glass that's
been held in the '80s. There are
some very important works: Rich-
ard Marquis’ teapots, 1976 to '18;
Pavel Hlava from the early '70s,
Labino's from the ‘60s and '70s,
Joe! Philip Myers and Michael

was craft by

Perspectives from page 1D

Glancy, all bled from about

20 different sources including col-
le:[gn and museums,” Hampson
84l

““T'o see the early works of all of

theso dlatinguished artiats, it
gives you a greater insight into
what they're doing presently,”
gald Habatat's director of sales,
Lillian Zonars of Birmingham.

At the beginning of the contem-
porary studio glass movement art-
Ists strove to creato glass works
with the hope it would someday
be considered fine art. Today,
that has changed,

“Glass offera tremendous diver-
sty and veraatility and tho ability
to create Images on o three.die

* mensional level,” Hampson sald,

“At one time artists felt they
had to link It with sculpture or
three-dimensional work., There's
a new confidence or unlqueness
with what thoy're doing and
they're not so_concerned with
linking it to the fine arts.

“There's been an art recession
going on throughout the world. As
this has been taking place the
glamour and star of the fine arts
has become a little tarnished.
Economically, at the same time
picces were falling in the fine arts
market, prices were on the in.
crease with artlsts using alterna-
tive materials,”

Developments

Glass, with oll its sparkle,
beauty and flashing prisms of col-
ored light, can be os fragile as a

puppy or rendered bulletproof as
well as heat resiatant. Artists are
creating new worlds with glass,
worlds never fmogined,

Habatat's International Cless
Invitational tracks the progress of
the contemporary studio glass
movement, documenting the evo.
lution of the artists and medium
along with the impact of technolo-
g on this art. Since the diacovery
of lominates by the National Aer-
onoutics and Space Administra-
tion, glass art has never been the
same, and that's just one exam-

ple.

“The versatility of glass, it’s
just amazing what can be done
with ‘the ial,” H:

and teoth of animal subjects, orIn"*,
the edging on a figure's cont and ",
the oxpression on his or her face.’
The wings of a blrd taper to trani
lucent tips that cradle the light. A,
lithograph called “Raven Take:
the Catch” features an intricate,
feathery deslgn in the bird's body |-
and subtle shading in the boats of *,
the fisherman.
Beginnings N
The idea for the organizatlon
came when Houston returned
from Baffin Island, where he was
posted with the Canadian Alr .

Except for one item in slate, the
carvings ara In soapstone or ser-
pentinite. Many of the carvings
have a marblalike appearance, in
black, white and such soft colors
as green and aque. Stone has re-
placed ivory as the most popular
material in contemporary Inuit
art.

Stonecut works are prints made
from ctchings in stone. About 50
prints are made from a stone,
which is then destroyed.

The artlsts travel great distanc-
es to quarry quality stone. Most
of the sculpture 1s made with
hand tools (more artists uso small
power tools too). Saws, axes,
adzes, h chisels rough

e

Force. .
“It was a kind of folk art, no
doubt about it,” said Houaton,
who now lives in Connecticut. “A *

said, “As far a8 the international,
it’s history in the making every
time wo have one of these exhib-
its. Imagery of the most noted art.
jats in the world working in glass
have been introduced in this exhi-
bition, ‘

“People from all aver the world
come to the international. Con-
sider this, is there any other
event, any other exhibition, In any
media that's of this magnitude?
It's an extravaganza that is un.
paralled by any other gallery or
museum or art center.”

A reception to meet the artists
will take place 8 p.m. Saturday,
April 9. Gallery hours are 10 a.m.
to 6 p.m. Tuesday-Saturday, noon
577 950 p.m. Stnday. Call (810) 851-

The very nature of art opens
doors. An artist doesn't meke a
work for it to be hidden away or
sealed in a vacuum, The give and
take between the artist and the
audience can extend to the com-
munity as different groups ex-
ercise curiosity and share per
spectives,

S is also for students, whuut}

iation o

come architects or medical writers
or teachers, artists or playwrights
or performers, They could some-
day design better consumer goods,
from silverware to vehicles, or be
eloquent representatives in Con.
gress or the United Nations, They
could have the discipline and in-
apiration to cxplore acience, find-
!ng' Eolullonu “to any number of

i1 to an
the arts can be beneficial today
and tomorrow, A youngster ex-
posed to the arts may be inspired
to be creative (boosting his or her
self-imoge) and have a broader
view of the world, With healthy
imaginations, thoy will look for
waya to improve things rather
than hurt them. They witl be pro.
ductive participants in a limitless
number of professions that help
evéryone.

Young people encouraged to
draw or write or sing could be-

or

E is for economy. Cultural
groups and institutions hire and
pay employees and buy goods and
services, like other businesses.
They attract out-of-town visitors
who bring revenue.

A study conducted by the Na-
tional Assembly of Local Arts
Agencies found that the prof-
it orts industry spends $36.8 bil-
fon annually, supports 1.3 mil-
Iton jobs, is responsible for $26.2
billion in personal income and re-
turned $3.4 billion to the federal

budget in salaries, sales and ser-
vices,

T is for time. These are excit.
ing times for the arts, In his Goals
2000: Educate Amerlca Act, Clin-
ton called for the arts to be in-
cluded in the national perform-
ance ggnln as 8 cgm.nubj.ect aren,

on display at the Meadow Brook
Gallery on the OU campus in Ro-
chester through April 5 (call (810}
370-3005).

Some of the pieces are from the
222 African art works in the col-
lection. The works in the show
art from the West Afri.

ane A Endow-
ment for the Arte chair, visited
the Detroit area Jast month and is
scheduled to be in Grand Raplds
June 3,

The above thoughts spell out
why art is an ASSET to the indi.
vidual end the community. It's
Important to remember the many
ways arts benefit us all, Celebrate
them, and show them support,
not just in April 1994 but all year,
every year.

On display
A fascinating sampling of Oak-
land University's art collection is

can coastal region, They include a
variety of mnsks — some adorned
with fur, straw, feathers or other
materials; one painted fiery red
like a devil; one with a serene ex-
pression,

There are figures, some holding
shells or wearing necklaces. One
doll is like the symbol for female
with its round head and short
arms stretching out from »
straight body, There arc elaborate
headdresses, iron staffs topped
with bird images and figured
bowls,

CONGRATULATIONS!
Jamey Kramer
#1 in Service

award,

coLpuieLy

Mega-producer Jamey Kramer recently
camed the 1993 President’s Service Award. -
He was the only sales associate out of 500
companywide to receive this coveted

We congratulate J:

lamey
on this outstanding achievement!
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#1-LISTINGS SOLD
#1-TOTAL UNITS SOLD

Congratulations!

John DiMora

Mega-Producer

Northville/Novi Office

- in the Detroit Institute of Arts

wonderful kind of folk art, made ;
in hard materials — stone, ivory, |
whalebone.” .
Houston showed samples of the *
art to the Powers, The idea was
born to form the corporation to |
bring the art to the American’
market, stabilizing the economic -
life of the Inuits and helping with ..
the public's appreciation of the ;

out o carving's shape; then files,
rosps, steel wool and sandpaper
do fine work and finishing. Penk-
nives or nails make detailed incis-

ng.

Pieces in the gallery have their
own personalities. A goosé has a
gentle expression, A seal reclines
on its side with its head raised,
reminding the viewer of a peraon
lounging with his or her head
propped on an clbow. An owl is
shown not in its usual sedate
pose, but with its wings majeati-
cally spread. One bear is a rollick-
ing dancer, another is a proud
hunter, Eagles, falcons, rabbits,
muskox and fish are here too.

The spirit world is represented
in masks, and in pieces that are
groups of heads or faces.

Examples of the detail of the
work may be seen in the claws

art, X
“We decided that Eskimo Art
has fulfilled its original purpose,” |
Power said, B
The final show and sale will"
take place April 9-29 at 44 Frank ..
Lloyd Wright Drive in Ann Arbot.
Hours are 10 am. to 2 p.m. Tues. ,
day-Wednesday and Fridey and |
by appointment. The galtery will
be open 1-6 p.m. Saturday, April
Sl. Call (313) 665-9663 for Informa: |
tin, “

Art workshops slated '

Christine  Unwin of West
Bloomfield has scheduled cre-
ative art workshops for this spring
and summer.

For information, write Unwin at
6850 Brookshire Drive, West
Bloomfield 48322, or call her at
(810) 669-4736,

Christopher Schink, author of
“Mastering Color and Design in
Watercolor,” will present a ses-
sfon Friday-Sunday, April 8.10,
‘The cost {s $175.

Nita Engle will present land-
scape watercolor techniques Fri-
day-Sunday, April 29-May 1, In
Alexandria, Va.,, and Nov. 18-20
in Loulsville, Ky, Cost is $450.

A eession_on "Painting Por-
traits that Glow in Watercolor”

will be conducted by Jan Kunz -
Monday-Friday, July 11.15, in
Boston, The workshop will fea-
ture live models for two days and
phatos for three days. ~

Unwin will conduct a workehop'
in Paris and southern France!
June 9-21. Participants will paint:*
in Monet's garden when popples ™
ond irls are blooming at their
peak. Cost, not including air, is";
$1,950 for artiats and $1,850 for !
non-artists. Call or write for de- |
tails. R

Other workshnps are scheduled
for o Scandinavian and Russian’,
cruise and on Alaskan cruise,
both in August. Call or write for :
information soon.

Gallery volunteers sought

ing session will take place 10 a.m.
to noon Saturday, April 8, in the |
Holley Room at the DIA, 65200,

‘oodward. For more information, *
call 833-0247 between 9 am, and*
& p.m, weekdays. )

Gallery service volunteers are
needed to greet and nesist viitors

muscum golleries.
No special  qualifications or
background are required. A train-

BUY-N-SAVE™ SELL-N-SAVE™ -
BY OWNER

No Commission .

Not only did John rank #1 companywide for listings sold
and total units sold in 1993, he is ranked #1 statewide and

#3 in the Midwest Region®* for listings sold for the fourth
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PPLETON PARK TUDOR
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ROCHESTER HILLS FOR JUST $120,00, Parkike  GREAT INVESTMENT, I Focheele - Busiowss with.  THRER_ BEDROOM Backs 1o
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