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Local volunteers craft
pet sterilization project

‘BY RALPH R, ECIITINAW
BTAFF WHITER

In 1993 the Michigan Humane
Society destroyed almost 40,000
dogs and cats that their owners

gave up on,

“It's a little disheartening that
we sterilized 10,973 animals last
year and yet we still took in over
54,000 animals and had to eu-
thanize almost 40,000 of them,"
sald MHS exccutive director Gary
Tiscornia, “We aren’t seceing a
tremendous amount of progress,
{Peaple) treat these poor animals
1ike disposable goods,”

An informal area group called
Animal Crafters, which includes
several tocal members, is trying to
change oll that by putting up the
money to pay for the sterilization
of pets whose owners are clderly,
poor or handicapped.

-Among the current volunteers
are Janet Bushey of Troy, Chris
ond Koren Czedik of West Bloom-
ficld, Mary Davidson of Farming-
ton Hills, Diane and Chuck
O'Malley of Farmington and Inn
Stobart of West Bloomfield.

. Last year Animal Crafters paid
for the sterilization surgery of 268
pets, according to  Bloomfield
Hills resident Jean Morx, the
founder of Animal Crafters.

* “We're not setting the world on
fire, but we're a grass roots organ.
ization and we're moking a dent.”

' Morx said she was heartened to
hear recently that the Humane
Society took in fewer animals in
1993 then it did in 1992 (54,566
last year and 54,841 in 1992), She
likes to belicve that Animal
Crafters had a small part to play
in the reduction,

Joan Wahl is a veterinarian
working in the Auburn Animal
Hospital in Rochester Hills on
Auburn Roead between John R
end Dequindre,

Wahl knows Marx from when
she worked for the Humane Soci-
ety and Marx served on the board
of dircctars. When Marx left the
beard in 1988 she took the soci-
ety's crafting program with her.
When Wahl left the socicty to

Cats galore: A plethora of cats decorate this fabric being
sewn into a vest for Animal Crafters who will then sell it
to help pay for pet sterilizations.

apen her own clinic it was only
natural that she'd team up with
Anlmal Crafters to perform many
of the sterilization procedures,

“There are people in the world
who renlly want to do things right
with their animals, and they're
down on their luck,” Wahl said,

She charges Animal Crafters
about 815 per sterilization, which
covers expenses only.

The crafters raise their moncy
by creating handmade items for
and about pets. A short list in-
cludes cotnip mice, dog sweaters
and vests, crocheted balls and pet
heds, And for the pet owners, the
crafters create footprint earrings
and tote bags.

In the last three months of
1993, the crafters raised $3,600 by
attending 13 craft shows around
the Detroit area, That's a lot of
crafts, considering that most
items go for $5 or less,

Marx employs 15-20 volunteer
crafters in the Detroit orea, but
additional artisans are welcome.

“We're looking for more senior
citizens who can knit and crochet,
cross stitch, or even sew on o sew-
ing machine,” Marx said. “We al-
ways need people to make this
stuff.”

Stobart’s contribution consists
mainly of sewing, which she
spends ohout cight hours a week
at. “I feel like I'm doing some-
thing that really helps,” she said,
I think there’s an abundance of
eats and dogs that have heen
ehandoned or nhused (and) it's a
sad thing."”

Other  volunteers  hail  from
Grand Rapids, New York, Ster-
ling Heights, Dearhorn, Roseville,
Waterford Township and Detroit.

If you would like to volunteer
with Animal Crafters or inquire
ahout having your pet sterilized,
call Marx at 851-1433,

To purchase some crafts, at-
tend the Animol Crafters next
show March 25-27 at the Gibral-
tar Trade Center in Mount
Clemens,
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“Now we can own a home and choose
the services we want.’

Now you can own a home or rent an apartment in a beautiful, wooded seiting
our award-winning health care center.
u can relax because we take care
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Quir active, secure community offers cultural, educational and
recreational activities, walking trails,
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Pur-r-rfect purpose: Ima
Stobart of West Bloomfield
creates a vest for later sale
by Animal Crafters, an or-
gunization dedicated to
helping seniors, the poor
and handicapped pay for
pet sterilizations.
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Sherwood Stu&ios
Expands Gift Depariment!
Now finding the

perfect gift is easier
than ever before!

as for their outstanding staff of interior designers,

And now, the bigeer and better gift Jeparte
ment ... a store within a store ... has a gift for
evety occasion ... from bridal showers, weddings,
anniversaries, birthdays, graduations, Bar
Mi hs, Mother's Day, Father's Day ... to just
i for th: d ust to men-
W,

ituated in the heare of West Bloamfield on

Otchard Like Re it M Ruad is Sher-
wood Studios = a fourth pencration family-
owned bisiness,

With the recent remedeling and expansian of
Sherwood's Gife De-
partment, they now
offer a much larger
selection of unigue
and unusual gifts
atong with beautiful
accessories for the
home.

But, of course,

abulous fucite wnd st ess serving
and-crafted items, office accessaries,
picture frames and a whole lot more.

Whatever the occasion, you are sute to find
what you are looking
for in the Sherwaod
Studios Gife Depart-
ment.

Don't you think
you owe it to your-
self to stop in at
Sherwoad for all
your gift giving? f's
warth it}
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and experienced staff is always there to greet yon, 3
They know how much it means for you to be 3 6644 Orchard Lake Rd.
completely atisfied. Not juse with your purchise, § “‘,M“F‘l"
but with conrteous service and a smile s welk H West Bloomfickd
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AMERICA'S BEST FAN
Season’s Best Prices

We've got them. Emerson celing fons. Rated the #3
fon vokue by Consumer's Digest Magarine. Avoisble
now ot the year's best prices.

* Almetal construction
« Uimited lifetime motor warmanty:
* 3-speod reversile motor

SALE LASTS 10 DAYS ONLY

1ghiing atores For Fvery Dhecor © Wiring Supplics and Light Balts

call, and courtesy transportation. COMMONS g
Best of all, there's no entrance fee and you are free - ~ nnns‘ —
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