e a e p— - PP

The Observer/ MONDAY, APRIL 4, 1094

*(F)7A

‘House of the Spirits’ topples despite strong cast:

By Jonun Muwmn/m
BrECIAL WKiTE:

The -tcllur caut Includes Jere-
my lIrons, Meryl Streep, Winona
Ryder, Glenn Close and Vancssa
Redgrave. The director is often
tompared to Bergman, So where
does “Haouse of the Splrits” go a0
borribly wrong?

+ dust about ewrywhcm.
‘ Bille Augusat's angst-filled
melodrama abaut a powerful fam-

y in South America from the lato
19208 through thn early "70s Is the
beight of art house

1

to me it camo off an
ment.

Irone heads the cast as Esteban
‘Trucha, a driven man who takes a
sun-down plentation and, through
the sweat of local peasants, makes
1t among the most powerful in the
country, Anxfous from the con-
stant threat of unlonlzation, he
entors politics and bccomu an
even bigger creep.

Now don't get me wrang. I have
no problem watching unsym-
pathetle ch on screen, but

ness. And while the movie has al-
nndy anowed some local critics,
l

rons, fpr one of the few times in
his carder, comes off horribly fiat.

[ MOVIES

Chences are “Spirits” won't
bring Streep any closer to tho
prominence she enjoyed In 1080s.
She plays Esteban’s wife, Clara,
vho has clairvoyant powera and,
aRer a first-hand example of her
husband’s abuse, refuses to speak
to him directly, She uses servanta
to converge with him, n bizarre
version of post office usually
played for comedy.

But there's nothing at all hu-
morous intended in this movie.

Even Ingmar Bergman, who Bille
August tries 80 hard to emulate as
director, got a lighter touch In Iat-
e¢r years, He took a similarly
sprawling family saga like “Fanny
and Alexander” and gave it
warmth end humanity amldst a
background of tragedy,

This isn't August's first of-
fense, The success of the bleak
but moving *Pelle the Conquerer™
was followed by the stiff, Berg-
mon-scripted “The Best Inten.
tions.” If the torch really has been

“possed on_from the legendary

Swedish filmmaker, it grows

dimmer with each successive
August film.

Watcking Glenn Close as Es-
teban's sister and housekeeper, !
couldn’t help but think of Cloris
Leachman in those haggy parts
she's often forced to play. The
script attempts to deal with lesbl.
an_longings for Clara, but the
stiff, Victorian approach again
comes off comically.

Like most of the actors in the
movie, Close ages some 40 ycars
in the spon of two hours, I felt I
only aged hall as much while
watching.

Winona Ryder plays the rebelli-

[EX PN TIN

ous daughter who falls for hend-
some peesant rabble rouser Anto-
nio Banderas, Their scenes {qke
place amidst a political coupth
the ecarly ‘70s, when she ls
dragged awsy by the military-and
suffers at the hands of her
lecherous  hall-brother, her flo
ther's bastard son.

You can get away with upp;t
seripting, overacting, even a bom:
bostic musical score in melodra-
ma. Emotion, after all, is the key,
But here, in ““House of the Spir:
its,” I kept worsdering if the actoni
weren't  secretly  suppreasing
laughter as much as § was.

SCREEN SCENE

-

sampling of what's playing at
altemative movie theaters across
inetro Detroit as reviewed by
ﬁmn Monaghan.

DETROIT FILM THEATRE
Detsoit Inatitute of Arta, 5200
Woodward, Detrolt. Call 833-2323
Jorinformation, ($5)
¢+ “Fiorile” (Italy - 1992). 7, 9:30
p.m. Apr.8:9; 4,7 pom. Apr. 10,
DOn a car trip from Paris to Tus-
kany, two children leamn the story
of the 1Bth-century curse that
.humd not only the fates of thelr
ancestora but also that of the
rundfalher they are an their way

o meet. From the creators of the
tic 'Padre Padrone” and
+Night of the Shooting Stars.”

B KINOTEK

Capitol Theatre and Arta Centre,
12} University, Windsor. Call
519.971.5160 for information.
($4.60)

“Fitzcarraldo” (Germany -
1982). 9 p.m. Apr. 9-10. In what
may be Werner Herzog's most ec-
centric (and at 167 minutes, long-
est) undertaking, Klaus Kinski
must lug a 320-ton ahip overa
mountain in the Amazon. Sure,
the premise sounda great, but it's
the story behind the making of
the film (chronicled in the docu-
mentary “Burden of Dreams")
that proves far more interesting.
@ MAQIC BAG THEATRE
i 22918 Woodward, Ferndale. Call

544- 3030 for information. ($4)
*8id and Nancy" (Britain -
1986). 8 p.m. Apr. 7. Gary Oldman
and Chloe Webb star as punk
rock's penultimate covple in this
depressing and insightful look at
the riso of the Sex Pistols and fall
of $id Vicious. Alex Cox dlrects,

W MAIN ART THEATRE
118 N. Main Steeet at 11 Mile),
Royal Oak. Filme play through at
least Thursday. Call 542-0180 for
information and showtimes.
($6.50; $4 students; $3
twilight atinee)

*'Four Weddings and & Funer-
al” (Britain - 1994), From Mike
Newell, the director of “Enchant.-

‘Fire in Sky’ — unexpectedly good

An spparent visit to Arizana
by aliens — the extrater mstrial
kind as opposed to ot ~8 from
Mexico — hor a tremenddus
impact an a couple hest friends
in the 1993 film “Fire in the
Sky."

The generally understated
film seems to have been direct-
ed to the wrong audience, It's
not a paranold sci-fi thriller or
action-adventure film. While
it’a certainly about UFOs and
aliens, it's more importantly
about the human toll a trau.
motic experience takes a cou-
ple working stiffs.

Boked on a truc story, the
film opens with riders in a
pickup truck, carcening out of
the mountaina in terror. The
men were part of a logging crew
but when they return to lown
they are one person shert. Led
by their crew leader, played by

to stick by their story. They are
obviounly aware that reporting
their co-worker token by a
spaceship in going to be greeted

Hobert Patrick, the men agree

] VIDEO

with skepticism by the author-
ities,

The always relinble D.B.
Sweeney ploys Travis Walton
sn whose book the film is
based. Walton makes the bad
choice of getting out of the
truck to take a closer look at
the flashing lights that leads to
a nasty close encounter with
allens,

The film does a niee job of
showing the relationship be-
tween the two men, the single
Walton being more of a
dreamer, just the kind of guy
who would walk up to the UFO
see what’s golng on.

James Garner is the veteran
atate police investigator who is
called in to help with the case
after the local sherilf hears the
story. Garnet's cop has seen it
all and docsn’t believe in the
alien abduction for a minute.
He figures one of them must
have killed the missing man.,
When Walton turns up five
dayn later, naked, dehydrated,

and physically
traumatized, Gorner  figures
it's a scam to make money sell-
ing his phony abduction story.

The performonces are all
very good in the film. Patrick is
cepecially good as o man whose
financial and family problems
are serious before his friend
disappears. Being suspected of
killing his best friend by peo-
ple he han known all his life
and pursued by the media and
UFO fanatics push him to the
point of cracking.

The specinl effects of Waltan
in the spaceship are interesting
and well done, but it's cnly o
small part of the film. It's a
very good film, directed by
Robert  Lleherman, that is
compelling and rather unex-
pected.

“Fire in the Sky" is available
on tape at local video stores, If
you have a question or com-
ment, call LeAnne Rogers at
(313) 953-2103 or write her at
The Observer & Eccentric
Nwspapers, 36251 Schooleraft,
Livonia 48150.

M“Sic Notes from page 6A

‘ Possum Dixon will play St. An-
drew's Hall in Detroit, on Satur-
day, April 16, with the Rev. Hor-
ton Heat. Call (313) 961-MELT
for more information.

embers of the local roots
M rock quartet The
Volebeats got bored with
trendy sounds and turned toward
thelr acoustic guitars upon form-
ing the band in the 1980s. What
they didn't realize was that the
‘dreaded “A" (slternative) and
“C" (country) worda were going to
be the driving forces behind the
Detroit-based group.
. "It bhas just taken an identity of
Its own," sald guitarist Matthow
Bmith during an interview at the
Beat Hotel record store in Berk.
_aley. Aa & result, the former street
corner musicians _have become
bigger fane of “real” country mu-
alc produced by the likes oI'Jnhn-

ny Cash.

! "Wa stil] don't have anything
in common with {“Young Coun-
try" bands). . . . Those country
“bands all sound Ilke New Kids on
the Block,” he added.

t' Later thls month The
- Volebe-u will release the CD “Up

North,” ite debut for. the New
‘Hampshire-based Safe House
‘Records which also worka with
‘the Lunachicks and Half-Japa-
nese. “Up North” follows the
1992 releass of their Icon Records
single “Knowing Me, Knowing
You,” the reworking of Abba's hit
-lnde,

The Volsbeata — which aleo In-
cludn voallut Jeff Oakes, gul-
tarist Bob MeCreedy, basslst
Rnu Ledford, and drummer

ir MeDonald — will colabrate
* un upeumlnl reloase with a Fri-
= day, April 8, at the Megle

Bag Thoatre Cafe, Wi Av-

enue north of Nlnl Mlle Roed,

srndale, -The ~Demolition
Dollroda open the 18 and older
show which begina at 9 p.m, For

@ ‘What we were doing
was playIng to no peo-
ple 3o there were no
nerves to wrack; no-
body knew who we
were.’

Rob Zabrecky
Possum Dixon

on Saturday, Juna 11, to open for
Lenny Kravitz at Pine Knob
Music Theatre. Call (810) 377.
8200 for more Information.

To leave a message for Christi-
na Fuoco , dial (313) 953-2047,
mailbox number 2130, on a touch-
tone phone, or write her at 36251
Schoolcroft, Livonia 48150.

ed April,” an engaging story about
a confirmed bachelor who runs
across the same woman at the nu.
meruus weddings he attends,
Hugh Grant and Andie Mac-
Dawell star.

““Fhe Hudsucker Proxy” (USA -
1994). The camera is the real star
in this wacky account of a busi-
nesa gradunte’s rise from muil
roam to president’s office in 1958,
His invention, the Hula Hoop, be-
comes 8 Baby Boom phenome-
non. Capra meets surrealism in
this latest fram Jocl and Ethan
Coen {"Raoising Arizona” and
“Barton Fink'), co-scripted by for-
mer Detroiter Sam Raimi.

“Schindler's List" (USA -

! 1993), Steven Spielberg swept the
Academy Awards with this story
of Qukar Schindler (Liam Nee-

' son), a war profiteer and Nazi cro-

+ ny who saved the lives of over

{ 1,000 Jews during the Holocaust.

’ & MAPLE THEATRE

4135 W. Maplo Road, Bloomfield.
Films play through at lcast

| Thursday. Call 855-9090 for infor-
' mation, ($5.75; $3.95 matinee;

+ $2.95 wwilight)

1 _ “Sirens” (Britain - 1994). John
1 Duigan (“Flirting") directs this
story of a young Englishwoman’s
sexual awakening when she visits
the eccentric and bohemian
houschold of a controversial

!n concert from page 6A

painter. Sam Neill, Tara Fitzeps-
nld ond Hugh Grant star,

‘'our Weddings and & Funer
al.” See Main Art Theatre lhllng
above.

“Schlndler s List."” See Mum
Art Theatre listing above. )

W STATE THEATRE

2115 Woodward, Detroit. Call -
961-5450. ($1)

! “Fritz the Cat” (USA - 1972)
1 p.r. Apr. 4. The once- controve
1 sinl X-rated cartoon js nowa ,;
. dated, but stil] funny, takeon ,.,
lifertyles of the '60s and carly
*708. Conceived by Ralph Bakshi
and based loosely on Robert -
Crumb comic characters.

Friday, Aprit 8

BUGS BEDDOW BRIGADE
Q Club, 29 5. Sapnaw, Pontiac.
(Diues]

(Dl
!BIO) 334-7411

BENT LUCY

With Sweaterfish o1 Alwn's, 5756 Cass,

Detror. {rock/gothic altemative rock)

{3131 832.2355

WOOL
h Don Colaiero and Janitor Joe at S1.

Andlmvs Holl, 431 E, Congress. Detron.

oftemative 1ock)

IJI.?] 961-MELT

JOHNNY ADAMS

Sully’s, 4756 Greenfield Road, Dearbom.

{blues)

(313)846-1920

NEUROMANCER

Stuado Lounge, 6321 Wayne Road. West-
(altesmnalive rocky

(313) 729-2540

X

w.m Reckless Youth at Augees. 31160
n R, Madison Heights. (rock}

rara)sss 3121

MUTUAL ADKIRATION SOCIETY

Pegasus in the Frshet, 3011 W. Grand

Quvd., Detron. yazz)

(313)875. YJDO

RORZRT PEN

Maby D»cks 5A52 Sehaeter Road, Dear-

13 13) 581-35.)0

ROBERT KOLL BLUES MISSION

Speakeasy, 31410 Ford Road, Garden

City. (blues)

{313)425.7373

BLUTS ACTION COUNCIL

Stan's Dugout, 3350 Aubutn Road, Au-

burn Hills, (blues}

{810)852-6433

MOTOR ERY uuuxm

Sw\ ‘508 8ar and Goll, 166
andolh: (blues)

P53 2885060

GOD STREET WINE

Bind Pig, 206-208 S. First St., {neo-hip-

D40 10CK)

(313} 9968555

PATTY RICHARDS

WWiln 1he Jeft Kressler Tno ot Bro ul Para-

disa, 207 S. L-.nley. Ann Aror, (jaz;

(313) 662.

FOUR Wﬂl

Java, 307 N. Marn S1., Rochester. {acous-

tic)
(810) 650-3344

more information, call (810) 544-
3030. For mote information about
the releass of “Up North,” write
Safa House Records, P.O. Box
5349, W. Lebsnon, NY 03784
5349,
T sitcom “‘Charles in
Charge" doesn’t secm like
it would be high on the liat of
songs that rock bands would like
to cover. But Lemnonhends lead
singer Evan Dando said he wns
crushed when bis new favorite
band Smudge beat him to the
punch and recorded it on their
latest album. Nevertheless, it was
one of 11 songs thet Dando did at
Ann Arbor's Tower Records dur-
ing an In-store performancs that
“It's About Time,”

otti,” “Into Your Arms"and
“Being Around.”

During the petrformance, which
was broadcast live on Ann Arber
pop rock mdio station WIQB,
Dando was accompanled only by
his “Doogie Howser guitar,”
brown wood Gibson model. The
wids Dando, who recently
sha off his tndmnk long
brown locks, couldn't ex.
plain why ho called It wch

I don’ hvw": 1t Juss looks kind

ARaor his show he travelled to
Rast Lanaing to join his band for
a show et the MSU Audltorium.
“The band wiil return to the area

he theme song from the

DINING & ENTERTAINMENT

right belors your eyes, and K you rosly nead 3 knlts, thal's on v 100,
DEARBORN (at Faidane Conter}

TROY (West 85 Beaver Road) 84
FARMINGTON HILLS (scross fom Ko HiRon)  348-7900
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CARTOOM LIFE
With Frogde Egg Shet Minds at Gnff's
Guifl, 49 N, Sagnaw, Poatiac. (altemnatrve

rock)
(810) 3349292

NILDO
The Sports Tovem, 27206
Mnch-[nn Ave Inkster, (rock)
(313)277.5010
“'DR. DIRTY" JOHK
With Slam Cireus a: 'lne Ritz. 17580 Fra-
0, Rosewille. {rock)

1!"0) 778-6¢04
lm L lmm

ommee Styx member plays the (-Rock,
16350 M.vpev Detront. {rock)
{313) 881-ROCK
RENEGADE
Hoover Roadhouse, 24300 Hoover, War.
ren. (country)
(810} 756-6140

8 MAN SMASH
With The Happy Accidents and the Deter-
vmts at Flnm.-ys Pub, 3965 Woodward
8. (altemative rock)

(JIJ)BJI-BGID
UKCLE JESSIE WHITE AXD JEFF GRAND
New Sio, 31270 Hayes, Cunton Town.

stup. (blues)
(810) 286.7788
Saturday, April 9

PC ALK
'llbc Palace of Aubum Hills, 2 Champon.
ip Dr., Aubum Hlls, {Chastian m;»hop)
rsto;sru:aa

THE VERVE PIPE

Wiln the Hennbals ot State Thoatre, 406
S, Burdxck, Kalamazo0. (alemapop)

(616} 345.6500

BUGS BEDOOW BRIQADE

Q Ciub, 29 5. Sagnaw, Pontiac. (blues)

(810) 334.7411

TCRWEASEL

Loppybo,
Derort o
r.? .7/832 2.

Rymi Bt Ann's, 5756 Cass,
ol

Wllh bwou AC at St. Ancrew’s Hal, 431
&t‘s Detrout. (aftemative rock)
ma; 1ME] r

JOKNNY AD. X
(Stbmy‘i. I756 Gveenbela Ro2d, Dearborn,
(313)846.1920

APPEARING...
By Speclal Engagement!

“SOUPY SALES”

HAVE DINNER BEFORE THE SHOW

Wed. & Thurs, *12*
JUST
i »

uEx o
wnn Reciess Youtn at Augies, 31160

lohn R, Madison Hesghts. (rock)
(810)588 3121

Pegammmufrshct 3011 w. Gnnd

jazz)
43!3] 875 7400

ROBIRT
Mooy Dks, T 5452 Schoefer food., Gear

Doen. (b
{375 581 3650

H
RORERT HOLL BLUES MISSION t o
Svcnheusy, 31410 Ford Rodd, Gmscq

y, {blues) -
1313; 425.7373 . :
CURTIS SUMTER PROJECT mnm
wyluvll
Spons — A ‘505 By and Gl |sé

Dk N

(313) 2855060 :

andotio. (bhues)

NIKKI JAXES AND THE FLAMETHROWERS :

g Nnuu. 2400 Gand ;mq
ve.Detrod, (bues)

fsm.;a&a«a St

PATTY RICHARDS

With the jeft Kressler Tno at Bed of Para-
aise, 207 S. Ashiey, Ann Asbor, ezt
(313)662.8310

TEDDY RICHARDS

With Drunk Uncie

and formet e3d smgv of The Mind Joy
i il 49 N. Saginaw,

(810) 3349292
THELOOX

e ime  Spocts Tavem, 27206
«chigan Ave.., Inkster. (tock}

m.w 277.5010 :

0 MIRCY
Woth Jemdza ot The R, 17580 rmmq,
Rosewlie. (fock
{810) 7786404 sl
Pub, 3965 Woodward Ave., Detro. roek'
(313)831-8070

TEN HIGH

With Kiss Mo ‘aenmngw The H

men ot Bind Pig. 206-208 S, Fnsi 5(,
Anin Aor, lanemmemdx)

I.'”Jl 9963555

Mm J-m Hzp»:sc.- Sebastian St
Chnshna Bard and Chns Wood m
. 4620 Cass Ave., lsoulh of Fores:
um (avant jazz/new musk) '
(313) 831.1400

COMEDY CLUB
Of Livonis, Above Stoyans

As Seon On...

% The Soupy Sales Show =’
+ National T.V. »
* Good Moming America  ~
% Just Coming off Winter Tour

Appearing
RELEETH B3PI Shewt{2%
A0ES FPRANAL ‘15"" -

Great Food! Great Fun!
Great Price!




