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It’s still early for
Greg Kinnear’s ‘Later’

BY SUZANNE GILL
Greg Kinnear lio't just funny, he
appears to be ope very amart cookie
23 well On Monday, Feb. 28, he
tnto Bob Costas’ sboes as

octs
of laser-liks attention. In fact to
most oetwork viewers he is a com-
plete unknown.

As best of the dally cllp show

rooms for the past two years. In
1991, be was the creator and host of

“Talk Soup™ hxs been a greal veo-
hicle for me,” Kinnear says, “io the
sense that wo do a little bit of every-

Costas, the show has moved its pro-
duction baze from New York City to
Burbank, Calif. A small studio audi-
ence has been added, comedy seg-
meats turn vp regularly, and the 30-
year-old bost, writer and executive
producer ls trying to make the tran-
sition look a3 effortless as posslblé.
He speaks of his predecessor with
respect but not awe.

“Bob Costas has done an excellent
fob at this and has really created 2
great niche with this sbow. The Job
1s to f111 the shoes of Bob, and bope-
{fully keep the ball rolllng.

“] guess ooe thirg that I like
about (Costas’ veraion was) that sort
of eclectic element that they (had)
'itbnurdwthcg?umnlgh;

1dwater, an

you might see

his late-night seat without drawing
the scrutiny of & hundred critic viv-
isectionists. He may even have time
to zettle Into the job before anyone
pays moch heed.

More experienced than the jumpy
and angular O'Brien, whoso show
precedes “Later” each weeknight,
Kinnear is comfortable in front of a
camera and can ad lib without
breaking & sweat. But bis true gen-
lus may Lie in lylng low.

Not since Bob Woodward's noc-
turnal meetings with Whits House
snitch Deep Throat during the
Watergate era has anyone moved
from obscurity to obscurity with
more vislbility than Kinnear, In &
recent USA Today poll rating the
popularity of talk show hosts, he

Barry s
the next night you'd seo Steve Mar-
tin That sort of unpredictablility is
something Lhat I'd like to keep [n the

Unlike recent mantle inheritors
Jay leno and Conan O'Brien,
Kinpear la getting comfortable ln
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how came in sccond only Lo the
ublquitons Howard Stern. Before
sigoing with NBC, Kianear was
courted by both CBS (for a slot fol-
lowing David Letterman’s “Late
Show™) and Fox (to replace late-
night dud Chevy Chase). He picked
the petwork post that offcred a
chance to Improve and grow at his
own pace with ratings
pressure - and hung onto bis day job

at E2, too,

Where Costas showed speclal in-
terests in sports and rock ‘o’ roll,
Kinnear claims to be passlonate
about “politics, comedy, actors.

“I'm somewhat of a new junkie”
e says. “1 grew up overscas. My (a-
ther was with he American Embas-
sy tn Lebanon and after that Atbens.
And it just kind of opened my eyes
to a whole otber - the bigger picture
inafot of ways.”

It also gave Kinnear a chanee to
run his own radlo show, at a small
statios oo a local military base.

“It definitely is considerably dif-
ferent than ‘Talk Scup' because
whereas that's just (s matter or lo-
troducting) & clip, and It's almost &

on » moment that hap-
pened, in this caze, bopefolly Tm
golog to be able to make moments
bappen.”



