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POINTS OF VIEW

eaders were asked to call

‘The Farmington Observer

and tell what they thought
of the new green sign near the
Masonic Temple at Grand River
and Farmington Road. Here are
some of the respunses:

=1 think the sign is absolutely
awful, It does not fit in with the
historical feeling we're trying to
create in downtuwn Farmington.
I'm happy to see this number so |
can ezpress My opinion to some-
bxuty. Thank you.™

t"l’he sign is ugly and I'm dis-
gusted that taxpayers’ money was
usesd. To throw sur $3,200. .. .7

<=1 like the sign. It's very inter-
ewting, but I'm not sure it fits
there. 1 don't know what the sign
1§ supposed tv du . .. § don't
hnow why it's there. It might fit
hitter in 8 nature center or some-
plave like that. I don't even know
thet they needed this sign there.
But I guess the bigger issue to me
is the ugly brick they used to
rduke that flower bed. I guess |
upject to that more than 1 do the
sign. ['m wondering if these peo-
ple have ever gone atound to some
areas like Northville or Plymouth
or Washington, D.C., or anywhere
where they've done some beauti-
ful t! ings with public arcas, and
nut spent & ton of moncy. It seems
like in Farmington, as much as |
love this town, they just can't
scem to get it right. Things just
don’t fit. And this brick is an ex-
ample and so is this sign. There’s
spmething about this sign that
jost doean’t tie in. I feel for these
jeople. [ know it's hard to make
these decisions, because you can’t
please everybody. But, on the
ather hand, was this stone on sale
ar what? [t is so damn ugly. I'm
not sure how you go about getting
things that fit in better in our
town. [ wish I knew. If ] knew, I'd
be on the committee and I'd be
trying to decide.”

~1 think it's degrading to down-
to#n Farmington. 1 think that
whole planter looks awful. Why
not & nice cream and mauve sign,
something like that? You used
the right word — it's garish, abso-
lutely garish. They should pay
someone Lo take it down.”

“~That has got to be the ugliest
thing | have ever seen. Our town
i guing downhill, downhill. Take
it down and throw it away. How
about something nice in wood
that teils when we were founded.
‘That sign looks like it belongs in
some hick town inthe UP.”

. :h is ugly. ugly, ugly. Get rid of
i

+ =] think it’s borrible. The cor-
did not need s sign in the first
sce. The sign they've put up
doe not reflect the era of the Ma-
sbnic Temple. It should be an
Jd-locking 1ign, maybe brick or
ol It's terrible. It's very out of
Place.”

! “To begin with, they went and

better job than what they've put
at that comner. {t's very, very gar-
ish and unsightly. Thanks for let-
ting me say my opinion.”

“ldon't like it. Ldon’t think it's
very attractive. | think the curner
was better before they put this
new thing in. [t was much prettier
before."

“There's absolutely nothing
that | tike about the siga or about
the planting area that they've put
on that coenee. It seems as though
they could have done something
to enhance the community and
maybe provided a place for people
to gather. Maybe sumething like a
music gazebo or pavilion. North-
ville has one. What we have now
shows poor planning and poor use
of money.”

“I'm not realy happy with the
tooks of the sign. I don't think the
wood around it matches anything.
1t should be white or brown or
something. And the frog and the
butterfly and grasshopper really
don't mean anything as far as
Farmington's concerned. Thank
you, Bye."

I think the sign is cheesy-look-
ing and it’s an aRerthought since
the original idea of putting a clock
up there was canceled. [ think
more thought should have gone
into really what the srea needs
. . . maybe some sort of a plaque.
Have a good day.”

“It's ridiculous. 1t’s not the im-
age that anyone thinks Farming-
ton should have. | think it should
be taken down immediately.”

“I think it's totally out of char-
acter with the novelty and charm
of our town. I am a Farmington
reaident, living in Old Downtown,
and I think it's terrible. I think
they should bave done something
more with the theme of the sge of
the town. Thenk you.”

““The sign would look nice in
ftont of a nature center. [t is not
appropriate for the middle of
downtown Farmington. [t’s al-
most a3 bad a choice as the foun-
tain at 11 Mile and Orchard
Lake.”

] think it’s not fitting for the
city. I think overall it's a negative.
‘Thank you.”

“I do not appreciate it. It gives
the impression that the <ity of
Farmingion is aponsoring or is
significantly associated with the
Masons. Thank you.”

“Hi. I think the sign is hokey
and tacky. The colors are bilious,
and it looks like something the
kindergarten kids might do for a
h-ll“murul in their school. Bye,

“Qur household feels that it's
the most obnoxious sign that hes
ever been placed in Farmington. |
prefer the way the corner looked
before. It's not in keeping with
the Masonic Temple. | don't
know who designed it. Our frienda

mtim« brick for the land)

the. it doean’t mstch the
beick in the Massonic Temple.
That was their finst mistake. Now
they’ve got this hideous sign that

oa! Go out to Northyille and look
sround! You guys are missing it.”

g

think that (sign) belongs in
tage Park on the north bosrd-
down by the swamp. It looks

place where it is. Thank

who kave gone by it have said jt's
the most obnoxious thing they've
everseen.”

“I was very dissppointed. They
had a chance to put up something
that would ook good on the cor.
ner, and they put up an ugly
structure that doesn'’t match the
surrounding arean. It's just grudy,
1t should be taken out immedi.
ately snd whoever is responsible
for it should be run out of town.”

“Hi there. I don't think it's too
bed, but it doesn't fit. It doesn’t
blend in with the environment of
the comer. It’s just a little way
out.”

“1 can't stand it. I'm so disap-
pointsd. I'm very excited about
the centet sres and how they're
repovating overything. But the
sign is totelly cut of plsce and

insppropriste to the

town. I'm really shout it, es-

Sign sinking:

I think the sign matches the
plastic penguins (pat of a pecent
display at that corner) perfectly.
But I think they're both too gaudy
to be used arvund here. Thank
you."

“I think the aign is beautiful. It
was one of the first things 1 no-
ticed new nbout Farmington when
1 was coming home for spring
break from New York. 1 think it's
o great addition for Farmington. 1
like it alot.”

“Hi. My opinion of the sign is
that it is terrible, a tertible con.
vept. It is indicative of the prob-
lem the city of Farmington has
with the Downtown Development
Authority. There's no direction,
there's no focus, there's no plan.
ning and there’s no ability to look
long-range at anything. Myself, [
don’t see how a butterfly, a frog
snd » grasshopper fit in with
Farmingion. Guesa what, guys —
it doesn’t. Time to make some
changes in this city. I mean, drive
around and aee all the leasing
signs and out-of-business signs.
The Downtown Development Au-
thority “as failed. It's time to
make a change. Thank you very
much. Bye, hye.”

“It is absolutely terrible. In
fact, the entire reconstruction is
terrible. The sign completely cov-
ers what they tried to do, which is
very unsppealing.”

“1 don't like it at all. I think it’s
in poot taste. I don't think it fits
with the building. It’s too mod-

« ern. It's really not pretty.”

*Looks good. Thank you.”

“l couldn't believe my eyes
when [ first saw it. It made me
want to contact the DDA, The
Temple is a besutiful, stately
building which s cheapened by,
the sign. The corner was fine even
vefore the gardens were put in.
They sure goofed this one up.
How can one go about getting the
sign removed or st least placed in
another area?”

“My opinion is that it looks
cheap. And now that I know what
they paid for it, J think it Is »

D I don't “Eke it. It
doesn’t look good. Thank™you,
Bye.”

“They did & pice job on the
brickwork, but the slgn doesn’t
match anything or have anytbing
to do with the Masonic Temple.
Thank you and goodbye.”

“Wall, § think the Masonic
deserves bet

Farmington residents pretty much panned the new sign near the Masonic Temple,

the Masonic Temple. 1 would
much rather that there were a
more elegant xign in keeping with
the building and the city of Fanin-
ington. Thank you.™
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1 don’t care for the sign. The side of something in Kensington * -
Masonic Temple is a beautiful Metropack. 1t’s not the right style] ™
brick building that reminds me of and it's going to look out of ', :
womething out of Williamsburg. place.” .
The aign looks like It belongs out.

“My ad paid for itselfi~

“*fon Don Simmons ran his Obsarver & Eccentric Classifiod ad, ho was amazod at tho “many, many calls” he~

recoived. "My ad pai

Reach Michigan's Finest Suburban Market

id for itsell many timos over!* he eaid. Jain Don Simmons and

MCF-PRENTIS

CoMPREHENSIVE CANCER CENTER

locatly presents

The Susan G.

Breast Cancer Fo

nirssy
ey

Presented by JCPenney
peiwes  Feoley 4B POGH

ENTRY FEE

$13 (by March 25): $16 {by Apal 1); and $20 on race
day (7:30 - 8:30 a m.). FREE entry for chidren 12
and undar [no T-sturt). Ploase registar oarly. All
procoods will be uged for workaie broast cancer
screening, oducauon and related servcos

START TIMES
Rogistrabon: 7:30 - 8.30 a.m.

K RunRacawalkAaix: 8:00 a.m.
1 Mio Fun Walx: 9:10 a.m.

RACE PACKETS

Are mailed 10 all rogistered runners the wook bolore
the race; packats inchudo race number, T-ghirt
COUPON, COUIEE MAP and TiroCtions.

TIMING & RESULTS

The 5K events will be conducted by Dotror's promiar
runaing club, tha Motor City Sinders. Computer
scoring by Bums Computar Servicoa.

AWARDS & AGE GROUPS

tn tho 5K Race, awards will bo presentad to the
overall fomale winner (nol eligible for ege Group
award) and tha (op thies lemala runners In each fvo-
yoar aga group (14-and-under 10 70s). Additionatly,
awards wil be prosonted 10 the first throe racewalk
finishers . Malea aze inviled o parbcipato, but are not
eligible lor awarda,

ENTRY FORMS
Entry forms are avallablo at Jacobson's, Pier 1
an

nunning stores safiing Now Batance shoos. ;
LOCAL SPONSORS e

Komen
undation

Jacobsons QQovuware. | 1
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Martwmog mhy Soricry

5K run/Racewalk/Walk rMA & Taub
& One Mile Walk i I Toubmen 1
Ohacrvee, & Erremrls il '

Saturday, April 9, 1994 Bl omabzee WNJC: :
9:00 a.m. :
Detroit Zoo :
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“HL I'm so giad you ran this  Temple corner deserves a 1ot bet- roodward
story on this 7 has teally  ter than Camp Swimpy. The sign w Avenue & 1-608)
bothersd me. 1 this sign, 1 should be dignified. is the
think it looks tacky. That kind of DDA trying to do to that corner?
bokey, tacky sign should not be  What's happensd (o the historical
allowsd on the main strset of our  as; dawntown Permlngton?
city. I bope someone can do some- - lhllnk the_;m:lvnt_;!m s a (?t
thing sbout getting It repleced.” cty from anything historical, It R
-Tu.mn- is ugly, 1 m"u‘ﬁ'ﬁ{'.:h:‘"' she comer.

. 1t's s 0k you.” T
mdplmkrm‘lrmﬁn . T
i~ . “§ am sgainst the sign there at




