Thursday, April 7, 1994

Homo & Garden |

Page 5

Ah Spring!

To stop problems before they
start, walk around your house

by Glenn Huege
America'’s Master Hundyman

ey, you've been wanting 1o get

outside anyway. Might as well

make one of your first walks,
three times around the house,

A thorough carly spring inspection is
one of the tmost important things you can
do for your house. It has been under
tremendous srain, lighting the elements
all winter, Water, ice, wind, freeze and
thaw, have all been tearing uway at your
roofing, the paint or siding on your
house, the putty on your windows, the
deck, the electrical outlets,

Now that the snow has melted, grub
a pencil and a piece of paper and ramp
around the house three times. The first
time look at the reof. The second time,
1ook at the exterior of your home. The
third time, look at the ground.

You don't have to climb on 1op of
your roof ta give it a good inspection. Go
across the street and look at the rool, Are
the shingles curling? Have a couple got-
ten loose or blown away? Arc they 0ld?
Has the weight of the ice and snow loos-
ened the gutters?

If you need a roof repair, now is the
time t0 get it fixed, before spring rains
create water damage. When you see
foose shingles, or cracks in the gutters,
it"'s always a good idea to go up into the
attic and see if a roof leak has started, but
is not yet visible on the ceiling or walls.
You might be able to sop the leak before
it causes major damage. If you need to
re-shingle, start getting bids now, befare
the rush stans,

Next, cirele the bouse [voking at the
walls and windows. fook for mortar
cracks and places where the caulk has
pulled away. How is the paint holding
out? Will you have to repaint soon?

Remember, if have aluminum sidisg,
it should be spray cleaned at least once
cvery two yean if you want to keep the
paint Tooking good. IT you have not
cleaned your aluminum siding every two
years and it is now pitted and dull look-
ing, no problem. Your aluminum siding
can be repainted with beautiful meaults.
Complete step-by-step instructions arc in
my book, “Take the Pain Qut of Painting
- Exteriors”,

If you need to repaint, and are going
to Lse a contracior, start getting bids now.
If you're going to do the painting your-
seif, do your measurements, figure how
much paint you'll nced and be on the
leokout for sales.

You want the highest quality exterior
paint you can afford. When dry, quality
exterior latex paint is almost twice as

thick, offers better protection, and stuys
betier tooking tonger than a bargain
paint. A quality exterior paint can out-
Tast cheap paint two to one. Paint is the
only protection the wood on your house
has, Make sure that pretection is the best
that money can buy.

1f you stant pricing out paint now,
yau'll be able to take your lime deciding
what you want, and you'll be able to tell
when a sale™ is really a sale. By the
way, the Paint Quality Institute’s studies,
prove that, dollar for dollar, the longer
lasting quality of premium exterior paint
saves you money and makes it better buy
than lower quality paints.

Check your thermat windows and
stiding glass door walls, Are they in good
condition? What about clouding? If they
have begun to cloud inside the glass, it
means the thermal seal is broken. The
eatire window doesn't not have 1o be
replaced, just the panc. If you have the
problem, be aware and start budgeting
for repair before next winter,

Finally, look down, What have the
freezc-thaw cycles of Michigan winters
done 1o your landscaping. Is the ground

Jing from { the foundation of
your house?: Do you sce puddles form-
ing? That's called bird bathing. Do what
you can to fill those holes, before the
spring rains. Improper drainage is the
biggest single cause of leaking base-
ments. A litile preventative maintenance
row can save a lot of hard work later.

Make certain that the eve trough
drains have nat become plugged or man-
gled over the winter. Plugged druins can
cause big problems.

Now, how about the deck? Does it
Took good, of are you getting nail pops,
splitting or graying? Nail pops should be
nailed back in immediately. Graying
means that your deck will probably have
to be power washed before staining. Get
yuates now, before you have to stund in
line.

Aftcr you've looked at your house
and grounds, go inside and study your
notes. Spring is here — it’s time to start
the *To Do™ list!
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You'll learn hints to most of the
Jobs on your “To Do” list by joining
the more than 170,000 Detroiters
who listen to Glenn Haege's *Ask
the Handyman Show™ on WXYT -
AM 1270 from 8 a.m. until 12 p.m.
every Saturday and Sunday. Haege's
show, which celebrates it's eleventh
anniversary April 23, is the longest
running, long format “How To”
show in the nation.
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